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Itôs hard to believe that 2008 is 

coming to a close and we are start-

ing another year.  The Big Bear 

Computer Club has expanded in 

various areas including our training.  

We had a couple of workshops 

which were very successful in providing training to 

the beginners.  We will continue with some training 

and expand our horizons by having presenters. We 

will look for interesting presenters at the May 

Southwest Computer Conference in San Diego.  If 

you know of a presenter that would be of interest, 

please let a board member know. 

I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to 

the 2008 Computer Club board members who have 

supported me as Club President for the last 3 years.  

It has been a privileged to guide the Club in all its 

activities.  Since I have accepted a full time job, I 

need to step down as President but have accepted 

the Vice Presidency.   

THANK YOU BOARD AND MEMBERS!!  

Mark your calendars for our Holiday Party sched-

uled for December 9th at 5:30 pm.  We are provid-

ing the Turkey & Ham and you are bringing the 

trimmings.  Call me at (909) 878-5622 and let me 

know what you are bringing.  

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  
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Web Expression Studio 2  

Reviewed by Tina Nazarian (tina_nazarian@hotmail.com) 
 

Retail Price : $699 for the full version $349 for the upgrade 

The system requirements for the Studio:  

Microsoft® Windows® XP with Service Pack 2 or Windows Vista® operating system 

PC with 1 GHz or faster processor 

1 GB of RAM or more 

2 GB or more of available hard-disk space 

.NET Framework 3.5 (if it is not already installed, it will be installed automatically during                     

setup) Support for Microsoft DirectX® 9.0 graphics with Windows Vista Display Driver Model 
 (WDDM) Driver, 128 MB of graphics RAM or more, Pixel Shader 2.0 in hardware, 32-bits  

    per pixel 

 DVD-ROM drive 

1024 x 768 or higher-resolution monitor with 24-bit color Internet functionality requires Internet         

access (additional fees may apply) 
 

Actual requirements and product functionality may vary based on your system configuration and operating system 

and assumes non-concurrent product use. 

Windows Imaging Components (WIC) is required. Some WIC codecs are from third parties and may have unique 

system requirements. Some WIC codecs may not be available for Windows XP or 64-bit version of Windows operat-
ing systems.   

Some product features require Adobe Reader 7.0 or later, and Apple QuickTime 7 (QuickTime 7.3.1 or later recom-

mended). 
 
 There are actually five (5) programs included in the studio, including Expression Web 2, Expression Blend 2, 
Expression Design 2, Expression Media 2, and Expression Encoder 2.  Together, they are a great resource for the web-
site designerôs use. They offer a wide variety of tools and options using the most current programs.   
 
 This product is not for the beginning or lesser-experienced computer user.  The user must be familiar with cut-
ting and pasting, moving objects, and inserting text.  I found that having a strong PowerPoint background was almost 
essential to using the studio programs. 
The Expression Web 2 program provides the basic format for the website.  This is where the background, styles, frames, 
drop-down menus, and other basic website tools are inserted.  I was impressed with the options available in this program 
and the way that I could manipulate the formatting. 

 Expression Design 2 is where the designer gets to play with the colors for his emerging website.  There is a wide 
range of colors and techniques available for the designer.  The main problem I had with this program was trying to oper-
ate the tools.  The program needs an optional tutorial, explaining how to utilize the different options.   
 

 Expression Media 2 is where the designer gets to personalize his website.  Pictures, files, and presentations can 
be imported from other site and incorporated into the emerging design.  The import tools are easy to use and the pro-
gram can access any file or picture on your computer.  The only drawback I had with this problem was the editing ability.  
I found it easier to edit the picture on a separate program, save it, and then import it into the Media 2 files. 

 Expression Encoder 2 is a fun little program that requires a little more computer knowledge than the Media 2 
program.  This program is for sound and video integration into the web design using the Silverlight technology.  Unfortu-
nately, this program is for the advanced computer user who is familiar with sound and video applications. 
 

mailto:tina_nazarian@hotmail.com
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I want to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and may 

your New Year be prosper-

ous, peaceful and full of 

Joy.   

 

God Bless you,  

 

Norene 

Editorôs Corner 

EMPTY PRINTER CARTHRIDGES RECYCLE  

 

Bring your empty printer cartridges to the meeting. 

The printer cartridge program is a BBCC fund-raiser 

that helps us purchase supplies and pay for Big Bear 

Computer Club expenses. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

I have created a couple of websites  with this program and the second time was easier.  I am not satisfied with either 
design, but contribute that to my lack of experience and not the program.  I have recommended the program to my 
brother, who is more experienced in website design, and he has recommended it to others.  
 

Overall, I would rate the Studio a three out of five for ease of use.  I think the all the programs 
would benefit from a tutorial option in the tools button.  As a first time web designer, I found parts 
of the design program difficult to understand and incorporate into the overall design.  I did find a 
very nice tutorial online at the Microsoft Expression homepage and would highly recommend that 
anyone using this program take advance of this website tutorial.  Microsoft also has a very easy 
to read book (one that uses everyday English) that takes a first time designer step by step in 
creating a website. 
 

Bio for Tina Nazarian:   

I am a Southern California native and a Big Bear High School alumnus.  My family moved to the 
mountains when I was a child and I am the third of four generations of my family to have lived in 
the Valley.  I am a US Navy veteran who served during the Gulf War in 1991 and, after receiving 
an honorable discharge, I returned to the Valley and completed my education.  I am now the 
Senior Center Coordinator for the Big Bear Valley Recreation and Parks and I have offered indi-
vidual computer tutoring to any interested senior.  I devote my extra time to coaching youth 

sports and writing fan fiction for various websites. 
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Roxio Creator 2009 

Reviewed by Karen Tangeman ktangeman@charter.net  

Retail Price:  

List Price:   $99.99 

Your Price: $79.99 with $20 upgrade mail-in rebate 

Minimum System Requirements: 

MicrosoftÈ Windows VistaÊ Home Basic, WindowsÈ XP SP2 (32- or 64-bit), 1 GHz 

processor and 512 MB RAM  

1024x768 DirectX 9 compatible graphics card with at least 16-bit color setting, sound 

card, DVD-ROM drive Hard drive with at least 3 GB free space for installation  

Windows Media Player 10  

Internet Explorer 7. Internet connection required for registration, product updates, and some fea-

tures. Any Internet charges are the user's responsibility.  

TiVoÈ requires a TiVoÈ Series2Ê, Series3Ê, TiVoÈ HD DVR or other TiVoToGoÊ compatible 

DVR connected to your home network, and TiVo Desktop. Does not work with DirecTV® provided 

TiVo DVRs. See www.tivo.com for more information.  

For video capture: OHCI compliant IEEE 1394 FireWire card (for use with DV camera) or analog 

video capture device  

Blu-ray authoring requires an additional High-Def/Blu-ray Disc Plug-In which can be purchased at 

www.roxio.com  

Recordable Formats: 

CD-R/RW, DVD+R/RW, DVD-R/RW, DVD-R DL, DVD+R DL, DVD-RAM, BD-R/RE, BD-R/

RE DL  

Disc image formats: read ISO, C2D, BIN/CUE and GI; write ISO and GI  

Company Information:    

Manufacturer:  Roxio (a division of Sonic Solutions) 

Address:  455 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Phone:  (866) 280 7694 

Web Site:  http://www.roxio.com/ 

Installing Roxio Creator was quite painless but a little lengthy at 30 minutes. This is Roxioôs new version of 

Roxioôs Easy Media Creator and this new version offers a huge variety of options. I found you can do just 

about everything with your CDôs and DVDs along with their photo, audio, data, or  
Continued on Page 5 

mailto:ktangeman@charter.net
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video contents 

The revamped interface has a more user-friendly icon-based look. Icons along the screenôs left-hand edge di-

vide Creatorôs 2009ôs multitude of abilities into six neat headings-Home, Data-Copy, Video-Movies, Music-

Audio, Photo, and Online. The beginner user will quickly be able to edit photos, video, and audio and will eas-

ily be able to master the advanced settings. Thereôs also a neat information tab along the right-hand edge 

which is split into 3 sections- Do more, Tutorials, and Support. The Do more and Tutorials are very useful es-

pecially for beginners. 

Simple tasks such as ripping and burning a CD, or just copying a DVD are now all in the Home window, and 

only more advanced tasks are launched in separate windows. 

Audio book fans will like Roxio Creator 2009ôs new Audio Book Creator, which will convert CD and MP3 

audio books into single files in the .m4b format, playable by Appleôs iTunes, iPod, and iPhone with each chap-

ter accessible under the top-level file name, as opposed to being individual files. 

Another new feature, the Beatmatch function aims to flawlessly blend from one track to another, but unless 

you supply it with tracks punctuated by a regular 4/4 beat, such as techno or house, it tends to mess up some. A 

little more work needs to be done on this feature. 

A really nice addition is the Drag and Drop Convert. With this itôs possible to drop folders full of music, video, 

and photos, and convert them into formats that suit your portable media playerôs capabilities. 

More of Roxio Creator 2009ôs applications now let you upload directly to YouTube. Plus, it offers its own 

online media-sharing service as a destination for your photos and videos. You get 1GB for free with 5GB as a 

pay option. The Blu-ray plug-in adds AVCHD and BD-MV (including menus) support to the existing data and 

BD-AV support. 

My final thoughts:  

Roxio Creator 2009 is the perfect introduction for anyone who is beginning to work in a variety of media. 

Creatorôs abilities have always been its greatest selling point and this new version is no exception. With Roxio 

Creator 2009 you get a comprehensive package capable of disc burning, basic photo editing and manipulation, 

music ripping, coping and transcoding, video editing and authoring, as well as a basic back-up tool. Consider-

ing the price compared to some of the more complex multi-media programs this is a true bargain. 

Bio of Karen Tangeman 

 

I am a disabled/retired Registered Nurse. I have lived in Big Bear for 23 years and I have 

3 children & 1 grandchild. I do my churchôs newsletter monthly and am a council mem-

ber at my church. I am the Vice President, Review Editor, and the Vendor Liaison for the 

computer club. I have been a member of the computer club for 4 years now and have at-

tended both the SWUGS & APCUG conferences in San Diego and Las Vegas. I contrib-

ute the Word Tips every month to our newsletter and help teach beginner computer at our 

workshops. 

Continued from Page 4 
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Bearly Bytes, past winner of SWUGC & APCUG 

Newsletter contests. is the official publication of the 

Big Bear Computer Club. Views expressed in Bearly 

Bytes are those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of Big Bear Computer Club. 

Other computer user groups are welcome to reprint 

our articles as long as they give credit to the author 

and Bearly Bytes, Big Bear Computer Club. 

Submissions: All BBCC members are encouraged to 

send letters, articles, questions, and comments to 

Bearly Bytes for inclusion in future issues. Submit 

as plain text in the body of an email and attach any 

graphics as JPEG or GIF format. Send to Yomar 

Cleary 

        NOMINATION & ELECTION OF  

                OFFICERS FOR 2009: 

 

At the December 9th Computer Club general meet-

ing, we will be presenting the following nominees 

and voting the 2009 Board in. 

Board: 

President ......................................... Rosemary Lloyd 

Vice President ................................ Yomar Cleary 

Treasurer ........................................ Barbara Moore 

Secretary ........................................ Open 

Director at Large ............................ Rick Edwards 

Committees: 

Review Editor ................................ Karen Tangeman 

Newsletter Editor ........................... Norene Lieser 

Webmaster ..................................... Bill Flanagan 

Historian/Name Tag ....................... Nancy Hinz 

Equipment ...................................... Don Odekirk 

Membership ................................... Tina Nazarian 

APCUG Representative ................. Sue Crane 

Technical Director ......................... Jim Lloyd 

Sunshine ......................................... Grace Fross 

About Bearly Bytes 


