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Award Winning Bearly Bytes Newsletter  
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Bearly Bytes 

              Big Bear Computer Club  Volume 9 

December 2009 

Big Bear, California 

Presidentôs Message ïRosemary Lloyd 

 

December has arrived. 

Greetings!  We are rapidly 

moving toward 2010.  Going 

forward, I hope to see the Big 

Bear Computer Club grow and 

prosper. 

This year, we had a few workshops and 

participated in community special events like the 

Big Bear Air Fair.  Some of us attended the 

Computer User Conference in San Diego.  Regular 

meetings were a mix of fine small group training 

and visiting presenters. 

Perhaps 2010 will bring more workshops.  Special 

Interest Groups (SIGs) could spring from 

workshops or simply common interests. 

Thanks to everyone who participates in the 

monthly meetings.  Thanks also to the folks who 

are instrumental in pulling the meetings together.  

I greatly appreciate the people who volunteer to 

help at the workshops.  Thank you to those who 

give their time and talent being members of the 

Board of Directors. 

That is enough of my ramblings.  I guess that you 

can tell I am very thankful. 

See you at the meeting. 
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Inside this issue: 

Holiday Turkey/Ham potluck  

The December 8th meeting is our Holiday 

Turkey/Ham potluck with over $300 worth 

of door prizes .   There will also be a presen-

tation on Lap Desk and giving away a Lap 

Desk worth over $69. 
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Understanding Patches 

 

   When vendors become aware of vulnerabilities in their products, they often issue patches to fix the problem. 

Make sure to apply relevant patches to your computer as soon as possible so that your system is protected. 

 

What are patches? 

 

   Similar to the way fabric patches are used to repair holes in clothing, software patches repair holes in soft-

ware programs. Patches are updates that fix a particular problem or vulnerability within a program. Some-

times, instead of just releasing a patch, vendors will release an upgraded version of their software, although 

they may refer to the upgrade as a patch. 

 

How do you find out what patches you need to install? 

 

   When patches are available, vendors usually put them on their websites for users to download. It is important 

to install a patch as soon as possible to protect  your  computer from attackers who would take advantage of 

the vulnerability. Attackers may target vulnerabilities for months or even years after patches are available. 

Some software will automatically check for updates, and many vendors offer users the option to receive auto-

matic notification of updates through a mailing list. If these automatic options are available, we recommend 

that you take advantage of them. If they are not available, check your vendors' websites periodically for up-

dates. 

 

   Make sure that you only download software or patches from websites that you trust. Do not trust a link in an 

email message; attackers have used email messages to direct users to malicious websites where users install 

viruses disguised as patches. Also, beware of email messages that claim that they have attached the patch to 

the message these attachments are often viruses (see Using Caution with Email Attachments for more informa-

tion). 

      

      Author: Mindi McDowell 
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Keyboard Shortcuts for Windows XP  

CTRL+C (Copy) 

CTRL+X (Cut) 

CTRL+V (Paste) 

CTRL+Z (Undo) 

F2 key (Rename the selected item) 

CTRL+RIGHT ARROW (Move the insertion point to the beginning of the next word) 

CTRL+LEFT ARROW (Move the insertion point to the beginning of the previous word) 

CTRL+DOWN ARROW (Move the insertion point to the beginning of the next paragraph) 

CTRL+UP ARROW (Move the insertion point to the beginning of the previous paragraph) 

CTRL+SHIFT with any of the arrow keys (Highlight a block of text) 

SHIFT with any of the arrow keys (Select more than one item in a window or on the desktop,  

 or select text in a document) 

CTRL+A (Select all) 

F3 key (Search for a file or a folder) 

ALT+ENTER (View the properties for the selected item) 

ALT+F4 (Close the active item, or quit the active program) 

ALT+ENTER (Display the properties of the selected object) 

ALT+SPACEBAR (Open the shortcut menu for the active window) 

CTRL+F4 (Close the active document in programs that enable you to have multiple documents  

 open simultaneously) 

ALT+TAB (Switch between the open items) 

ALT+ESC (Cycle through items in the order that they had been opened) 

F6 key (Cycle through the screen elements in a window or on the desktop) 

F4 key (Display the Address bar list in My Computer or Windows Explorer) 

SHIFT+F10 (Display the shortcut menu for the selected item) 

ALT+SPACEBAR (Display the System menu for the active window) 

CTRL+ESC (Display the Start menu) 

F10 key (Activate the menu bar in the active program) 

RIGHT ARROW (Open the next menu to the right, or open a submenu) 

LEFT ARROW (Open the next menu to the left, or close a submenu) 

F5 key (Update the active window) 

BACKSPACE (View the folder one level up in My Computer or Windows Explorer) 

ESC (Cancel the current task) 

SHIFT when you insert a CD-ROM into the CD-ROM drive (Prevent the CD-ROM  

 from automatically playing) 

CTRL+SHIFT+ESC (Open Task Manager) 

Ever wonder what that button with the Windows Logo does? The mystery is revealed: 
Windows Logo (Display or hide the Start Menu) 

Windows Logo+D (Display the desktop) 

Windows Logo+M (Minimize all of the windows) 

Windows Logo+SHIFT+M (Restore the minimized windows) 

Windows Logo+F (Search for a file or folder) 

Windows Logo+CTRL+F (Search for computers) 

Windows Logo+F1 (Display Windows Help) 

Windows Logo+L (Lock the keyboard) 
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

     12  General  Meeting 

      26 Board Meeting 

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

     08  General  Meeting 

     29   NO Board Meeting 

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 0  

 

 

 

Performance Management Software  

866 - 566 - 7778  

 

 

The Abacus Group 

For All Your Computer Needs 

Jim Applebury 

909 584-1733 

CLASSIFIEDS 

I am going to sell my HP Pavilion XP, 17" screen 

computer.  I just reformatted it and will put AVG 

and Word 2000 on it.  $300 I hope.  

If you know anyone looking for a laptop, let me 

know. By calling (909) 585-7981. 

Barb 

http://www.offers.com/
http://www.halogensoftware.com/
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The November General Meeting 

was full with 26 members 

(including our newest member 

Linda DeRiver) and  4 guests at-

tending.  The evening began with 

Ron Fross introducing the newest 

products available through the Reviews Program.  

Yomar Cleary played a DVD on Fire and Fire 

Safety and then Rick Edwards played ñThe Beauty 

of African Wildlifeò.  This video can be found on 

beechbrook.com, clicking on the PTE Presenta-

tions link.  The door-prizes were won by Pat 

Hughes, Pat Kelley, Sharon Teeter and Ruth 

Christensen. 

General Meeting Notesï Tina Nazarian 

Patty Hughes ̍  Book 

Pat Kelly ˈ Five blank vinyl CDs 

Sharon Teeter ̍  Windows 7 Trial Version 

Ruth Christensen ̍   Black T-Shirt 

Ron Fross ̍  50/50 winner $15 

 

Last Monthôs Door Prize Winners 


