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Presidentôs Message 

Award Winning Bearly Bytes Newsletter  
Next Meeting January 13, 5:30 @ The Discovery Center 

Bearly Bytes 

              Big Bear Computer Club  
Volume 9 

January 2009 

Big Bear, California 

Hello Everyone 

I hope that your holidays have been 

going well. 

Thank you for electing me as your 

new president.  I look forward to 

serving the Big Bear Computer 

Club in 2009 in this capacity.  Thanks to Yomar for 

her dedication in this office for the past three years.  

Many thanks also to all of the Board members.  We 

have been and will continue to be a fine team work-

ing together to serve the Club. 

2008 saw the Club add new members.  We also 

changed the meeting format, adding small group 

training sessions into the mix, with a few presenters 

in between.  This year, we will continue to empha-

size training during the meetings with some pre-

senters also in the mix. 

Remember to check in on the Club web site, 

www.BigBearCC.org frequently for up to date in-

formation regarding the Club.  Meetings, work-

shops, computer help and other items can be found 

there.  For example, one important part of the web 

site is the Club Forum.  People can log in there to 

ask questions and share information related to com-

puters or not.  I have been guilty of ignoring the 

forum for long periods of time, also.  Maybe we can 

utilize that resource much more in 2009.  If you 

have questions about how to use the Club Forum, 
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feel free to ask me or contact another Board mem-

ber for information.  (Thanks in advance, team!) 

Jim and I have enjoyed the snow so far.  By the 

time you read this, we will probably have more.  

Please remember to check the web site for updates 

regarding the date of the next meeting, January 13, 

2009, draws closer.  Like last year, if there is a 

snowfall around that time, the Discovery Center 

parking lot may not be plowed.  In that case, we 

have an alternative meeting place available.  How-

ever, if we move the meeting to that facility, the 

day would need to change from Tuesday to 

Wednesday.  We will keep you posted if the meet-

ing needs to be moved.  Thanks for your attention 

and patience. 

See you at the meeting.  May 2009 be a great one.  

Thanks. 

ˈRosemary Lloyd 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Big Bear Computer Club Review  

HALLMARK CARD STUDIO DELUXE - 2008  

By Chaz Langdon chaz4man@gmail.com   

Company Information:  

Hallmark Greetings software 

2381 Calabasas Road 

Calabasas, CA  91303-1547 

(818) 222-7200 www.hallmarksoftware.com  

Retail Price: $49.99  

System Requirements: 

Windows XP and Vista with a minimum Pentium III 

500MHz and CD-Rom drive.    

This program is replacing a competitorôs greeting card 

download that I used primarily for my duties as my 

bridge clubôs social director.  This involved sending 

greeting cards to our general membership on their 

birthdays and anniversaries, plus get well, condolences 

and congratulatory events.  

The selection of cards is far superior to any others Iôve 

used, and the additional features it provides simplifies 

and enhances my duties dramatically.  Adding sound 

to each greeting has been very well received by the 

membership, along with extended clip art and photo 

inserts.  

It provides some excellent bonus features, including 

certificates, stationery, envelopes, scrapbook pages, 

labels, gift tags, postcards, stickers, calendars, invita-

tions, and even a very unique 3D feature.  Comprehen-

sive tech support is available online and by telephone, 

by a knowledgeable tech staff.  

The easy to install five disc program, and User Man-

ual, is user friendly from the get go but when I say 

ñeasy to installò, I must tell you of the problem en-
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countered with my first program received.  The third disc (of the five disc set) was found to be defective, caus-

ing, what turned out to be, a major issue for Hallmark.  They asked that the defective disc be returned for re-

placement.  After an extended delay, it was discovered that Hallmark does not send merchandise to post office 

boxes.  After our clubôs Reviews Editor, finally got the issue resolved with Hallmark, the replaced disc was 

finally received, and the download proceeded faultlessly.  

Beginners should have no difficulty enjoying the multitude of extra features this program provides, and with a 

little perseverance, should be able to produce some pretty exotic and unique greeting cards, as well as the myr-

iad options available to the first time user.  I was able to send an e-card almost immediately after the 

download.  Although I could not just óclick and sendô as with the program I had been using, my previously 

mentioned perseverance paid off, when I discovered there is but one added step here, requiring saving the card 

to documents, then retrieving it for either printing, or emailing it to one of the contacts in my computerôs ad-

dress book. I feel it would be great if Hallmark could eliminate this one step. It would make it easier for the 

user.   

The clip art and font selections are multitudinous, with some rather innovative items and features not available 

in other greeting card programs Iôve used in the past.  The novice may be overwhelmed with all the options 

one is given with Hallmark Card Studio 2008, but an overabundance of features, Iôve found, is a lot better than 

an óunder abundanceô!  

When I previously mentioned that I use this program for my bridge club duties, let me assure you that my per-

sonal use has proved to be a very well received bonus to my family and friends.  One family member even 

asked if I were using a new greeting card program, since the most recent card she received from me now had 

sound attached to it.  She raved about it, and is considering investing in the five disc program set herself.  

This program should prove to be most usersô own personal stationery store! 

(No pic sent) The author, Chaz Langdon, has been a Big Bear Computer Club member for five years and a Big 

Bear Lake resident for over seven years.  A father of two grown children, widower, he also joined the Big Bear 

Bridge Club after taking lessons here, and enjoys dabbling a bit in oils and watercolors from time to time.  The 

computer club has provided multitudes of new and very usable information to better master the ócomputer de-

monô most of us seemed to have encountered.                       

(Continued from Page 2) 
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Big Bear Computer Club Review 

Zoomware 
 

By Karen Tangeman ktangeman@charter.net 

 

Company Information:  
Ai Squared 

P.O. Box 669 

Manchester Center, Vt. 

802-362-3612 

www.aisquared.com 

 

Retail Price: Our Price $165.95 

 

System Requirements: 

Windows Vista (32 bit only) with Service Pack 2 (SP2) 

Processor Speed 

1 GHz Pentium® 4 processor or equivalent 

1.5 GHz for Windows Vista 

Memory Requirements 

Minimum 512 MB RAM for Windows XP (1 GB recommended) 

Minimum 1 GB RAM for Windows Vista (2 GB recommended) 

50 MB free hard disk space 

Have you ever noticed that after a couple of hours working on the computer that you are squinting to see the screen or 
your eyes are burning? Well if you have noticed any vision problems while on the computer then ZoomWare is the pro-
gram for you. ZoomWare works by magnifying everything  on your screen. Documents, web pages, e-mails along with 
the menus and buttons you use to control your software and if you think that ZoomWare is only for people with bad eye-
sight you are quite mistaken. ZoomWare is for everyone who wants a gentle boost of magnification (up to 2 times), mak-
ing everything on screen larger and easier to read. 

You first start with the ZoomWare Interface which is very simple. The tabs contain all the icons to control 

view, color, pointer, and cursor. The ZoomWare button at the top left opens the main ZoomWare menu. From 

there you go to your magnification where you can get up to 2 times magnification, and everything on your computer 

screen is a little larger and much easier to see. You are offered three different types of magnified viewing options:  Full View, Large 

Lens and Small Lens.  Full View magnifies the entire screen, while the Large Lens and Small Lens act like a magnifying glass that 

you can move around the screen. 
 

Your color options will eliminate some of the glare on the computer. This reduces eyestrain and makes looking 

at your screen much more comfortable. You can choose between a wide range of colors, which replace the 

white areas of the screen with the color of your choice. By giving a soft tint to the white areas of the screen 

this will decrease the screen glare. With so many colors to pick from, you are sure to find the tint that works 

best for your eyes. 

 

Your pointer options are incredible. The three icons are for the normal (default) pointer and a large pointer. 

Then you can add any color of your choice to the pointer. Just by adding a rich color to the pointer makes it 

much easier to see even with the small default pointer, but the large colored pointer is seen much easier. Also 

ZoomWare allows you to pick the one color that works best for you! 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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December General Meeting 

I know of a lot of people who seem to lose their cursor while working on documents. Well, no more with ZoomWare. Col-
ored triangles are displayed above and below the blinking cursor, making it easier for you to find and follow. And you can 
change the size and color of the cursor, so that you can see it so much easier. You can make the cursor as colorful as 
you like and as large as you like. This is really a nice feature and works very nicely in your Word program so you are no 
longer losing that pointer. ZoomWare has a large range of colors and you can search to find one that best suits your 
eyes. 

Overall Opinion:    

I give ZoomWare a 5 star rating! The ability of this program to magnify everything on the screen up to 2X with no lose of 

clarity is a wonderful benefit to everyone. Plus this program will help relieve eyestrain in all ages and for anyone that has 

difficulty reading text or is on the computer for hours on end. Being a constant Word user I think everyone who uses 

Word on a daily bases should have this program! And that also includes anyone with a disease that affects the eyes!!! 

Thank-You ZoomWare!!! 

 
Bio of Karen Tangeman: 
 

I am a disabled/retired Registered Nurse. I have lived in Big Bear for 23 years and I 

have 3 children & 1 grandchild. I do my churchôs newsletter monthly and am a council 

member at my church. I am the Vice President, Review Editor, and the Vendor Liaison 

for the computer club. I have been a member of the computer club for 4 years now and 

have attended both the SWUGS & APCUG conferences in San Diego and Las Vegas. I 

contribute the Word Tips every month to our newsletter and help teach beginner com-

puter at our workshops. 

(Continued from Page 4 

Donôt Forget 

Bring your empty printer cartridges to the meeting. 

The printer cartridge program is a BBCC fund-raiser 

that helps us purchase supplies and pay for Big Bear 

Computer Club expenses. 

Thank you for your support. 

At the December meeting we partook in the annual 

Holiday Potluck dinner at the Discovery Center.  

We had great food as always with Christmas music 

in the background.  Everyone present received a 

ballot to vote for the Board of Directors who will 

serve in 2009.  We also received many gifts in the 

opportunity drawing.  It was a great time to social-

ize and network with each other.  Thanks to every-

one who attended and brought their excellent 

dishes (and other items).  Hooray! 

 

Submitted by Rosemary Lloyd 

December 21, 2008 


