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Award Winning Bearly Bytes Newsletter  

Next Meeting July 6, 2010 at 5:30 @ The Discovery Center 

Bearly Bytes 

Big Bear Computer Club Volume 14 

 

Big Bear, California 

 

One other workshop is scheduled for Mon-
day, August 17, 2010.  The topic is to be de-
termined.  Suggestions so far include the 
Camera and Computer Basics, Excel 2007, 
Facebook and Web Design. Let us know if 
you have additional topics that you would 
like to cover. Also, let us know what work-
shops you would be interested in attending. 
 

Feel free to contact me.   
 

Thanks! Rosemary Lloyd 

Rosemary@BigBearCC.org 
909.584.9358 
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Big Bear Computer Club  
Workshops 2010  

 

On Monday, July 19, 2010 the Computer Club is 
sponsoring the first workshop of the year.  The 
topic is Windows 7 Basics. It is designed for 
people who are new to Windows 7. Perhaps 
you recently purchased a new computer running 
the latest operating system. It is similar to Vista 
and looks very different from XP. 
 

We will cover desktop features, the Start Menu 
and Gadgets. Some of the new features like 
Aero Shake and Snap are cool ways to bring 
windows to the front or resize and compare win-
dows. See updates to the Taskbar. Check out 
Documents, Computer and Control Panel, for-
merly known as My Documents, My Computer 
and Control Panel, respectively. All have new 
refinements. Of course, there is much moreé 
 

The location of the workshop is the Senior Cen-
ter of Big Bear Valley. The time will be 10:00 
AM until 2:00 PM. We will break for about 30 
minutes for lunch. 
 

Plan to bring a laptop, if you have one. If not, 
please let me know. We can provide one or two 
for the workshop. 
 

The requested donation for attending the work-
shop is $15 per person. That includes lunch at 
the Senior Center. 
 

If you are interested in assisting students by 
looking over their shoulder and helping them to 
ask questions, please let me know. That would 
be wonderful. 
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The following members have generously offered 
to help you with your PC problems by Phone or 
by email: 
 

Windows Beginners                   Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                      ycleary@charter.net 
 

Windows XP, Vista, 7              Rosemary 

Lloyd 

584 9358                 Rosemary@bigbearcc.org 
 

MS Outlook                           Rosemary Lloyd 

584 9358                 Rosemary@bigbearcc.org 
 

MS Excel                                Yomar Cleary 

878 5622                      ycleary@charter.net 
 

MS Publisher                                Yomar 

Cleary 

878 5622                     ycleary@charter.net 
 

Digital Photos                           Barbara Moore 

585 7981                        barbstuff@verizon.net 
 

CD Burning                           Rosemary Lloyd 

584 9358                  rosemary@bigbearcc.org 

  

Adobe Photoshop,                   Rick Edwards 

Photoshop Lightroom   

547-0109                     rick235@charter.net 

The Computer Club provides training at 
the monthly meetings when there is no 
presenter, Beginners are welcome. 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at the Discovery 
Center at 5:30 pm. Bring a friend, Yearly 
dues are only $25, spouse is $5. First 

two visits are free!  

Helpline 

President ......................................Rosemary Lloyd 

584-9358                         rosemary@bigbearcc.org 

Vice President ééééééééé..Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                                 ycleary@charter.net 

Treasurer ........................................Barbara Moore 

585-7981                              barbstuff@verizon.net 

Secretaryééééééé.é..éé...Tina Nazarian 

633-4516                   Tina_Nazarian@hotmail.com 

Reviews Editor éééééé..ééé....Ron Fross 

951.769.1225                          rgfross@yahoo.com 

Refreshments éééééé... 

   

Publicity ............................................Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                                 ycleary@charter.net 

Equipment Director ...........................Don Odekirk 

585-6728                            djodekirk@hotmail.com 

Technical Director .................................Jim Lloyd 

584-9358                     inquiries@sugarloafpc.com 

Director at Large éééé..é..........Rick Edwards 

547-0109                                 rick235@charter.net 

Webmaster ........................................Bill Flanagan 

866-9379                                   bill@bigbearcc.org 

Newsletter Editor ..............................Eileen Bryan 

714.580.4784                    eileenbrn6@yahoo.com 
  

Membership Director éééé...é..Bill Flanagan 
866-9379                                   bill@bigbearcc.org 

Parliamentarian ............................David Philipson 

585-9389             philipson@philipsonerdmier.com 

Historian ..............................................Nancy Hinz 

585-8095                                   ncyhz@gmail.com 

Sunshine Coordinator ......................Grace Fross 

951.769.1225                         gcfross@yahoo.com 

Officers and Key Leaders 
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   tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ς Rosemary Lloyd 

Hello Everyone 

 

Happy Summer 2010! 

I recently saw an online article in Smart Com-
puting magazine. It talks about Windows 7. 
Apparently Microsoft has reported that it has 
sold more than 100 million Windows 7 li-
censes since its release in October 2009.  

That means that Windows 7 is running on 
over 10% of the PCôs in the world. It is their 
fastest-selling operating system ever. Pretty 
cool. 

In other Microsoft news, they have released a 
game that can help people become familiar 
with the Ribbon in Office 2007/2010.   

If you are having trouble learning how to do 
things after moving from an older version of 
office, try Ribbon Hero. It is a free download 
from www.officelabs.com/ribbonhero.  

Install Ribbon Hero and it becomes part of the 
ribbon in Word, Excel and PowerPoint. Use it 
to review features that you use or have 
missed. 

 

See you soon at the Christmas in July pot-
luck! 

 

Rosemary Lloyd 

General Meeting Minutes ς  

Tina Nazarian 

 
The June 8 meeting had an attendance of sev-
enteen members, one new member and one 
guest.  Anita Weber is the newest member of 
our club; welcome Anita!  Sue Darling was the 
guest and, hopefully, she had a good time and 
will soon join us. 
 

Ron Fross started the evening off with Reviews.  
Ron currently has four (4) books available for 
reviews: two (2) on Win7, one (1) on Twitter, 
and one (1) on Digital Photography.  If you are 
interested in any of these books or other books 
or software, please see Ron.  You get to keep 
the book/software for free with the completion of 
a written review.  What a deal. 
 

The Southwest Computer Conference in San 
Diego was the weekend before our meeting.  
Our club was well represented at the Confer-
ence and two (2) of our members even con-
ducted seminars.  Rosemary Lloyd led a ses-
sion on free stuff on the web and Rick Edwards 
did his bit on photography.  All reports indicate a 
fun time was had by all. 
 

Our club has donated a new microphone/
speaker system to the Discovery Center.  Rose-
mary connected the system to the club laptop 
and used it during our meeting.  It worked won-
derfully and will hopefully get a lot of use during 
the summer. 
 

The remainder of the evening was spent in 
small group training, refreshments, and a RAM 
session via Skype with Rosemaryôs husband, 
Jim.  
 

See you all on July 13 for our ñChristmas in 
Julyò party. 

http://www.officelabs.com/ribbonhero
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Improve PC Performance With TuneUp Utilities 2010  by Ira Wilsker 

Many of us seem to be in a perennial battle to improve the performance of our computers, trying to tweak out 

the last little bits of performance that our machines are capable of. I am always searching for ideas and utili-

ties that can provide that last little bit of performance improvement, and have tried literally dozens of software 

products that claim to improve performance. While most do work well, there are always a few that do not. Re-

cently, I downloaded a copy of TuneUp Utilities 2010 hoping to squeeze that last bit of speed out of my Win-

dows 7 computer, and it appears to work very well, as advertised! 

  

I went to www.tune-up.com and downloaded the free, fully functional 30 day trial. It downloaded quickly, and 

installed smoothly. The full retail price of the 2010 version is $50, and for those with earlier versions (like me) 

the upgrade price was $30. Checking my favorite price comparison website, Google's Froogle service 

(froogle.google.com), showed that the software is currently available from several online retailers at substan-

tial discounts. 

  

After opening the program, I was greeted with four windows marked "Maintain system", "Increase perform-

ance", "Fix problems", and "Customize Windows". The "Maintain system" shows a green check marked 

"Automatic" that by default (settings can be manually changed) will check the computer for problems every 

three days while the machine is idle. The automatic setting will optimize the system startup and shutdown, 

defragment the hard drive, remove broken shortcuts, and clean and defragment the registry. There is also 

an option for a "1-Click Maintenance" that will run the automated maintenance utilities whenever desired by 

the user. 

  

In order to "Increase performance", TuneUp Utilities 2010 offers a real-time "live optimization", a turbo 

mode, a hard drive cleaner (removes useless files), configures the system startup for optimal performance, 

and offers to uninstall unneeded programs. The summary that was displayed indicated that I had four things 

that still needed to be optimized, which included one recommended Firefox plug-in, and changing two Fire-

fox settings; one visual effect should be turned off in order to improve my video performance. Implementing 

these recommendations should improve my Internet performance. TuneUp Utilities will automatically imple-

ment these recommendations if the user approves of the changes. 

  

Under the heading "Fix problems", only one problem was detected on my computer, and that was the fact 

that I had not recently checked my hard drive for errors. The software incorporates a "TuneUp Disk Doctor" to 

detect and repair hard drive errors and related problems, which can be invoked with a mouse click. In addi-

tion to checking the hard drive for errors, the software will search for common problems, can restore deleted 

files, and manage running programs. 

  

Many of us like to customize the way that Windows works and appears to us, rather than accept the program 

defaults. The "Customize Windows" feature allows the user to control the display, input options, start menu, 

task bar, network and browsers, email, personal privacy, user logons, clean the memory and cache, maintain 

the system startup, system security, and many other settings. The user need not be a geek in order to per-

form these tasks, as the options are clearly explained, and TuneUp Utilities will actually do the real work. 

Many users are afraid to make system changes, and have a concern that they may do something wrong and 

ruin their computers; the "Rescue Center", with a life-ring icon, can selectively undo any changes that were 

made, allowing any changes to be undone. 

  

 Continued on Page 5 
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The four tune up boxes do not contain the only available functions, as there is a pull down menu labeled 

"More functions" that offers additional tools to the user. The user can get an optimization report, undo 

changes, check for software updates, show system information, and other functions. For those worried 

about securely deleting information, there is a TuneUp Shredder which can securely delete files such that 

they would be very difficult to recover. For those who like to manually tweak the registry, an activity that I do 

not recommend unless the user is very aware of what he is doing and has backed up the registry prior to 

modifying it, there is a TuneUp Registry Editor which is much more feature rich than Windows integral 

"Regedit" registry editor. 

 

While I have no empirical scientific evidence that TuneUp Utilities 2010 has actually improved my perform-

ance, I do have the perception that my Windows runs smoother, boots faster, shuts down quicker, and dem-

onstrates better performance. I was happy with the results, and will continue to use the program. 

TuneUp Utilities has been a popular utility, with over 10 million registered users since the first version was 

released in 2003.  It runs well on modern versions of Windows starting with XP, and including Vista and the 

new Windows 7, in both 32 and 64bit builds. 

 

I would suggest that users download the free, fully functional, 30 day trial version of TuneUp Utilities 2010 

from www.tune-up.com/download, and put it through its paces. If it works as expected, then purchase it. I 

now have the full version and use it frequently to keep my computer performing up to its capacity. 
 

WEBSITE: http://www.tune-up.com 

 
 

SHOULD YOU DEFRAG A FLASH DRIVE?  
 

You should never  defrag a flash drive. Does that surprise you? First, a little about hard drives. The files you 

have stored on your hard drive are usually saved in several little pieces, often in groups of 512 bytes. Now, 

those chunks of data are usually never placed next to each other or even remotely close to each other. 

Therefore, your files are generally spread out all over your hard drive, which is why defragging is so impor-

tant. Defragging simply helps speed up your system when you need to open a certain file.  

 

That's why it's so vital that you defrag on a regular basis (at lease once a month.) The whole defrag process 

is done through a read/write head that rearranges your files and places them back together for you. so your 

computer doesn't have to work as hard to find what you're looking for. 

 

On the other hand, flash drives do not have a read/write head, so if you were to defrag one, you wouldn't get 

any extra performance benefits from it whatsoever. Basically, without a read/write head, flash drives don't 

have to work any harder to find your files. Your files can be laid out in any order, and your flash drive will be 

will still be just as fast.  

 

Another reason why you should never defrag a flash drive is because flash memory wears out over time. 

Basically, the more you write (saving files, etc.) to your flash drive, the shorter its lifespan will be. And since 

defragging is a huge write process, every time you do it, you're adding thousands of extra writes to your de-

vice that just aren't necessary. So, if you've been continuously defragging your flash drives, you should stop. 

If you want your flash drive to last you a long while, simply stop the defrags. You won't get any benefit from 

it and you'll just end up with a broken down flash drive for no reason at all. Go and defrag your hard drive 

instead! 

 



 6 

Big Bear Computer Club Bearly Bytes                                      July, 2010 

    13  General  Meeting/Party 

    27  Board Meeting 

     10  General  Meeting 

     24  Board Meeting 

AUGUST 

5 U M O T U W E T H F S A

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

JULY 

S U M O T W T F S A

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 18 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

www. techbargains .com  

web site devoted to helping users find the best 

technology products and the lowest price  

 

Beginning Bank  $3,392.34 
 

Cash Received   
   

Membership Dues  100.00 

Fundraising Equipment  56.00 

Donations: 50/50  11.50 

Donations  2.00 

Advertising  150.00 

Total Income  $344.50  
 

Cash Disbursed  
   

Dues & Fees  44.00 

Promotion  495.70 

Supplies  16.84 

Other  25.00  

Total paid out  $581.54 

 

Ending Balance in Bank  $3.155.30 

  

Cash Flow June, 2010 

  

      DOES YOUR GOOGLE TOOLBAR TURN BLACK? 

 
Go to START 
Go to CONTROL PANEL 
Go to DISPLAY 
Go to APPEARANCE (tab) 
Change WINDOWS CLASSIC STYLE to 
WINDOWS XP STYLE. 
Select APPLY. 
Now change back to WINDOWS CLASSIC 
STYLE, and re-enter APPLY. 
 

 Exit and when you open Google, the toolbar will be Gray!  

  

http://www.techbargains.com
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ImageCodr  
 
This site is great! If you occasionally need to use HTML to post pictures to a blog, this one is so 
handy! When writing a post without a specific screenshot, a blogger needs to come up with an ap-
propriate image. That image must be licensed for use -- you can't just take any old image.   
 
There are tons of images floating around Flickr that are licensed under Creative Commons (check 
out the link on the main page if you want the specifics of what a creative commons license is). And 
the nice thing about this site is that if you do not have the Flickr link for the image you want ,you can 
do a search for images that will fit the criteria you are looking for.  
 
This is when you go to Flickr and search for Creative Commons licensed images, with a "commercial 
okay" provision. For example, if you want to find a picture of a dog, just click Search at the top of the 
page, type in dog, and choose the option to search for (either free to use commercially, or free to 
adapt) and then click the search button. Then upload the image and tag it manually, because you 
still have to provide proper attribution and link up to the creator's page. 
 
Once youôve found a picture that you like, copy the URL from the address bar of your browser and 
then head back to ImageCodr and click Get Code! Paste it into the blank box next to Flickr URL and 
click Submit Query. 
 
Use ImageCodr to link the image to your post. All of the small details were taken care of. There's a 
clear CC logo (with the exact licensing terms for this specific image) and the name of the photogra-
pher with a link to their Flickr page. The image itself is linked to the image page, and correct alt text 
is used (which you can see if you hover over the image).  
 
Also, the CC logo links to the CreativeCommons.org website and the license explanation page. This 
is definitely more information than you can pack into the image, and it takes exactly one click to get it 
done. 
 
ImageCodr provides a quick Flickr search for CC-licensed images (which you can also do on Flickr 
itself and by using a Saved Search in Firefox), but it also provides a nice little bookmarklet that you 
can drag onto your browser toolbar. You just click it when you see an image that you want to use. It 
will then give you the code you need to use the image. How easy is that? 

If only they fixed the code so that it middle-aligns properlyé Still, it's a very handy tool. This tool ba-
sically takes all the hassle out of this process and provides a solution that is just about perfect.  

Easy ImageCodr is Handy Tool   

Some Computer Trivia  

Remember when IBM's Deep Blue computer defeated world chess champion Garry 

Kasparov in May 1997? IBM is ready to challenge human knowledge again with their 

supercomputer named "Watson". Watson will compete against human players in the 

game of Jeopardy, although it does have a tendency to crash or answer a series of 

questions incorrectly. The supercomputer has already completed against humans in 

IBM's development environment, but there are reports that the computer may make 

an appearance on the actual television show, Jeopardy.  

http://www.imagecodr.org/
http://flickr.com
http://flickr.com
http://www.imagecodr.org/get.php
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If you are browsing a website and want to print it 
in readable form without any extra graphics, there 
is an option on many websites  
 

"Print"  - to print a page in text format only. Oth-
erwise you can print out any webpage with its 
background colors and without background colors 
using Internet Explorer settings.  
 

Generally Internet Explorer setting  "Print back-
ground colors  and images" is disabled. If you 
want to print web pages without background col-
ors, then you can speed up your printing and 
save printer ink.  
 

Always preview web pages before you print. In 
Internet Explorer go to File  menu, then click on 
Print Preview  option. 
 

To enable or disable print background colors 
option, open your Internet Explorer. Click the 
Tools menu and then go to Internet Options  
and open it. Click the Advanced tab, then scroll 
down to find the option - Printing  section. 
 

Now check the option "Print background colors 
and images" then Apply  and OK. 

PRINTING WEBPAGES WITHOUT  
GRAPHICS OR COLOR.  

About Bearly Bytes 

Bearly Bytes, past winner of SWUGC & AP-

CUG Newsletter contests. is the official publi-

cation of the Big Bear Computer Club. Views 

expressed in Bearly Bytes are those of the 

authors and do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of Big Bear Computer Club. Other 

computer user groups are welcome to reprint 

our articles as long as they give credit to the 

author and Bearly Bytes, Big Bear Computer 

Club. 

Submissions: All BBCC members are encour-

aged to send letters, articles, questions, and 

comments to Bearly Bytes for inclusion in fu-

ture issues. Submit as plain text in the body of 

an email and attach any graphics as JPEG or 

GIF format. Send to Yomar Cleary 

MEMORYAMERICA.COM  

 

      
 

A smile costs nothing but gives much. It en-
riches those who receive without making 
poorer those who give. It takes but a mo-
ment, but the memory of it sometimes lasts 
forever.  None is so rich or mighty that he 
cannot get along without it and none is so 
poor that he cannot be made rich by it. Yet a 
smile cannot be bought, begged, borrowed, 
or stolen, for it is something that is of no 
value to anyone until it is given away.   Some 
people are too tired to give you a smile.  Give 
them one of yours, as none needs a smile so 
much as he who has no more to give.   
  ~ Author Unknown   

QUOTABLE QUOTES   

http://www.memoryamerica.com/
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When you get an image attached to an e-mail which is too large to fit on your monitor, what can you 
do to bring it down to an acceptable size?  
 
Here we call into play the fine, free  Image Viewer program, Irfanview  at http://www.irfanview.com/ 
Download the program and the Plug-ins to a folder in your Program Files. You will see that it has a 
little red bear for a shortcut icon.  
 
Now we have to do an experiment. If you haven't added your own e-address to your Address Book, 
do it now. 
 
You will need it to send yourself a letter with an attached picture! Why? So you can see what your 
correspondent receives from you. Find a good sized image, preferably an untreated one from your 
camera or scanner. 
 
Open Irfanview, click FILE/OPEN and navigate to your image. 
 
Now on the Menu Bar click IMAGE/INFORMATION. In the middle of that dialog you'll see "Print 
Size" and at the right, the size in inches. That's the size your image will be on your correspondent's 
monitor. If you picked a big one, it will be bigger than his monitor and yours too. Lets make it 
smaller. 
 
Decide the approximate size you'd like its largest dimension to be (say, 5 in.) and divide that by the 
largest dimension shown in the step above. Multiply that fraction by 100 to get a percent. Next, click 
IMAGE/RESIZE-RESAMPLE. Now, making sure "Preserve Aspect Ratio" is checked, click the radio 
button "Set New Size..." just above and type the new "Percent" in the width or height, as applies.  
 
Click OK and FILE/SAVE AS... with a new name. The old file name with an "r" for Resized would be 
good. The name of the subject of the image might be better since it will be displayed on the e-mail 
your friend receives. 
 
Finally, open your e-mail message template, put your address in the "To" line and attach the image. 
(I assume you know how to do that.) And send. Count off the seconds it takes to load and send. 
That's how long it will take your reader to download it. If the image is small enough, it will be just a 
few seconds. And, in a couple of minutes, it will be back to you and you can open it.  
 
Let's go back to Irfanview and open your original image, again to IMAGE/INFORMATION. Drop 
down the list on the left and find "Disk size". That's the size in Megabytes. My 3Mp camera native 
jpg image size is about 1.3 MB and 22+ inches in the long dimension, way too big to display on my 
monitor. Irfanview resizes the image for the monitor but leaves the image file alone. So I must re-
size it for e-mailing. 
 
Now open your re-sized image to INFORMATION and see its size in inches and in Bytes. Good size 
for e-mailing is around 25 to 50 Kilobytes.  
 
Now that you have Irfanview, you should explore what else it can do! This is just the tip of the ice-
berg.  

 

HOW TO RESIZE AN IMAGE WITH IRFANVIEW  

http://www.irfanview.com/
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EDIT DOCUMENT IN PRINT PREVIEW 
 

Print preview displays a document as it will appear in printed form. It displays formatting, columns, 
pictures, auto-shapes, and even header and footer text, giving you a complete look at your docu-
ment. You may have noticed that in print preview, the insertion point marker turns into the magni-
fier. Clicking with that marker zooms in and out, but you canôt edit the document. Thatôs a shame, 
you think, because it certainly would be helpful if you could edit a document in print preview, would-
nôt it?  
 

The truth is, you can edit a document in print preview. How you do so isnôt obvious, but it is simple. 
To edit a document in print preview, click the magnifier icon on the print preview toolbar. Doing so 
disables that tool and the insertion point marker reverts to the i-beam youôre use to seeing in nor-
mal view.  Now you can edit away! When you want to zoom, just click magnifier again. (in Word 
2007, uncheck magnifier in the preview group on the print preview toolbar.) Any edits you make in 
print preview will become part of your document; word retains those edits when you return to nor-
mal view.  
 

Viewing a document in print preview is convenient, but editing the document while in print preview 
can be even more convenient. Just remember to click the magnifier tool to toggle between the 
magnifier and the normal insertion point marker 

USER GROUP COUPON CODE - Peachpit  
 

We provide your group members with a 35% discount off the list price of any of our 
books. At checkout, right before entering their credit card information, they must 
enter the user group coupon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case-sensitive). This coupon 
code is an exclusive offer that may not be used in conjunction with any other cou-
pon codes.  www.peachpit.com 

The Abacus Group  

For All Your Computer Needs 
  

Jim Applebury  

909 584-1733  

http://www.offers.com/
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Word Tip  

By  Rosemary Lloyd 

Excel Tip  

By Yomar Cleary 

Windows  Tip 

By Barbara  Moore 

 

FORMATTING IN YOUR OUTLINE 
 

Normally, Word tries to display 
on the screen what you would 
see when you print your docu-
ment. Working in Outline view is 
no exception; Word displays for-
matted headings as you have 
them defined. There are many 
times that "pretty" formatting can 
detract from the work you want to 
do when in Outline view. For this 
reason, Word allows you to "turn 
off" formatting while in Outline 
view. 
 
The Show Formatting tool on the 
Outline toolbar controls the pres-
ence or absence of formatting. 
(In Word 2007 it is the Show Text 
Formatting check box on the Out-
lining tab of the ribbon that con-
trols the formatting.) Use the tool 
or the check box to control how 
formatting is displayed in the out-
line. 
 
WordTips is your source for cost-
effective Microsoft Word training. 
(Microsoft Word is the most 
popular word processing soft-
ware in the world.) This tip (1402) 
applies to the following Microsoft 
Word versions: 97 | 2000 | 2002 | 
2003 | 2007. 
 
More tips can be found at: 
http://word.tips.net 

 

HOW TO FIND YOUR EXCEL 
PRODUCT KEY 

 

Microsoft Excel versions: 97 | 2000 | 
2002 | 2003 | 2007 

 

When you first installed Excel (or 
Office), you were asked for a 
Product Key number, which 
should have been located on 
something or another associated 
with the product. For instance, the 
Product Key (sometimes called a 
CD Key) may have been on the 
outside of the CD case, or it could 
have been on the manual or 
some other piece of documenta-
tion. 
 

If you were the one that did the 
installation, you may vaguely re-
member that once you correctly 
entered the information, the in-
stallation program displayed a 
Product ID code that you were 
told to write down. Chances are 
good that you didn't do this. (Who 
does? Even if I did write it down, I 
would probably lose the paper I 
wrote it on.) 
 

All you need to do is choose 
About Microsoft Excel from the 
Help menu. (In Excel 2007 you 
click the Office button, click Excel 
Options, click Resources, then 
click About.) Excel displays the 
About Microsoft Excel dialog box, 
and this dialog box contains your 
Product ID code. When you are 
done writing it down (again), click 
on the OK button to dismiss the 
dialog box. 

. 

SPYWARE SOFTWARE 
 

Installed on your computer 
without your consent, spy-
ware monitors or controls 
your computer use. It may be 
used to send your pop-up ads 
 
Clues that spyware is on a 
computer include: 
 

¶ A barrage of pup-up ads 

¶ A hijacked browserðthat 
is, a browser that takes you 
to sites other than those you 
type into the address box. 

 

¶A sudden or repeated 
change in your computerôs 
internet home page.  

¶ New and unexpected tool-
bars 

¶ Unexpected icons on the 
system tray at the bottom of 
your computer screen.   

¶ Keys that donôt work 

¶ Random error messages 

¶ Sluggish or downright slow 
performance when opening 
programs or saving files. 

 
Download free software only 
from sites you know and 
trust. Be aware that many 
free software applications 
bundle other software, in-
cluding spyware.  
 
 

http://www.cheapstingybargainsl.com/
http://word.tips.net/Pages/T001402_Formatting_In_Your_Outline.html
http://word.tips.net/Pages/T001402_Formatting_In_Your_Outline.html
http://word.tips.net/Pages/T001402_Formatting_In_Your_Outline.html
http://word.tips.net
http://excel.tips.net/Pages/T002476_Determining_Your_Serial_Number.html?awt_l=BSo_Z&awt_m=1eGyoCspZcQF4X
http://excel.tips.net/Pages/T002476_Determining_Your_Serial_Number.html?awt_l=BSo_Z&awt_m=1eGyoCspZcQF4X
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 Item      Recipient  

   2010 Mousepad - Smart Computing  Barbara Moore 
   2010 Mousepad - Smart Computing  Tina Nazarian 
   2010 Mousepad - Smart Computing  Sandi Ybarra 
   Avery Wizard Holiday Design CD  Nancy Bryant 
   Avery Wizard Holiday Design CD  Sharon Teeter 
   Blank CD 25 Pack    Anita Weber 
   Cook like a Parisian CD   Don (Odie) Odekirk 
   Diskeeper 2010 - Trial   Grace Fross 
   MS Excel 2002 Video Professor CD   Dorothy Sirk 
   Microsoft Office T-shirt - Large  Albert Neal 
   Nero Multimedia Suite 10 - Trial  Ron Fross 
   Nero Multimedia Suite 10 - Trial  John Bryan 
   Notebook Lock - Norton   Paul Palmquist 
   O'Reilly Free eBook    Dorothy Evans 
   TechSmith Screen Capture  
   Trials & Demos CD    Eileen Bryan                                  

     Christmas in July Potluck!!!  

Please join us at the July 13, 2010 meeting.   We are turning our annual Summer party into a 

Christmas extravaganza.  The club will supply main food courses.  That is turkey, dressing, gravy 

and potatoes.  As usual, soft drinks and water will also be provided.  The rest of the food is potluck.  

We are decorating the room.  Music will accompany the meal. 

After cancelling the December 2009 meeting due to weather, we decided to have a Christmas in 

July party.  This is a great time to attend and network with each other.  Discussion about computers 

is wonderful.  So is talk about other topics.  We have a great opportunity to catch up with each other 

in a relaxed and fun setting.  Also, it should be warm enough to sit outside!  That is usually not pos-

sible in December! 

You can still sign up for the Christmas in July potluck.  Feel free to contact Rosemary Lloyd at 
Rosemary@BigBearCC.org or 584.9358. 
 
Merry Christmas in July! 

Submitted by Rosemary Lloyd 


