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16 Everyone is Welcome!!

Bring your computer questions and bring your friends!
Besides informative computer related presentations we have 

Our ever-popular RAM (Question and Answer) session
This is where you will meet friends who share your computer interests

Member’s Drawing for FREE Software products

IOGEAR 
MAKES IT TO BIG BEAR

	 Keith Renty, Strategic Product Manager for IOGEAR out of Irvine, 
CA., will be demonstrating some of their latest products at the Big Bear 
Computer Club Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, June 12, 2007 at 5:30 pm 
Big Bear Discovery Center located at 40971 North Shore Drive in Fawn-
skin, CA.  You ask who is IOGEAR, well they provide all-in-one computer 
connectivity solutions and support for users at home, in the office and on 
the road.  There products are economical, ecological and are designed to 
help the user enjoy the convenience of state-of-the-art products which use 
the Nano Technology.  
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BBCC Club Information
BBCC Officers and 

Key Leaders
President...............................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

Vice President.......................Karen Tangeman
585-7413	  ktangeman@charter.net

Secretary...............................Rosemary Lloyd
584-9358 	 rosemary@sugarloafpc.com

Treasurer...............................Barbara Moore
585-7981	  barbstuff@verizon.net

Reviews Editor.......................Karen Tangeman
585-7413 	 ktangeman@charter.net

Director-at-large......................Elaine Tennity
584-7158 	 TeTennity@aol.com

Director-at-large......................Kent Gale
585-6460 	 kentgale@verizon.net

Publicity...................................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

Equipment Director..................Don Odekirk
585-6728 	 djodekirk@hotmail.com

Technical Director...................Jim Lloyd
584-9358 	 inquiries@sugarloafpc.com

Webmaster...................Bill Flanagan
866-9379 	 wiledwill@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor....................Gordon West
(909) 584 9776    editorbbcc@charter.net

Membership Director..............Dorothy Sirk
585-3449 	 dorothysirk@earthlink.net.

Parliamentarian......................David Philipson
585-9389     philipson@philipsonerdmier.com

NameTags.................................Phyllis Jaeger
866-3895	  phylj.jay@charter.net

Sunshine Coordinator................Grace Fross
(951) 769-1225	 gcfross@verizon.net

President’s Message

	 There is a need to have 
computer training here in our 
community, so the Board came 
up with the idea of doing Be-
ginner Computer Workshops.  
The idea to help community 
residents learn the basics in 
computer has also developed 
into a small fundraiser and 
other training workshops.  Our next Workshop will be Satur-
day, June 16th from 12 noon until 3:30 pm.  See the article in 
this newsletter.  Anyone need Microsoft Excel?  We are look-
ing to have a workshop in July on Excel.  We will keep you 
posted.  

	 Rick Edwards a fairly new member of our club stepped 
forward and asked if he could do a workshop of Photography. 
He did not have to ask twice, we lined him up with a press 
release and flyer.  The workshop was on May 14th and it was 
a tremendous success for those who attended.  If you or you 
know someone who would like to do a workshop for the com-
puter club, please let me know.  There is a lot of talent within 
our membership, we would love to have you share it with us.

        On behalf of the Big Bear Computer Club, we wish to 
extend our deepest condolences to Elaine Tennity, Director-
At-Large, whose husband passed away on Saturday, May 26, 
2007.  Our prayers are for her and Tom’s family for their loss.     
Tom, her husband, had undergone a 12 hour surgery seven days 
prior at UCLA when he was released from the hospital.  Elaine 
brought him home on Saturday and by midnight Saturday he 
had passed away unexpectly.  This is a very difficult time for 
Elaine. we are all here to help her through her grieving 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

Yomar Cleary, President



BBCC Calendar

BBCC Events Calendar -- June, 2007 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12
BBCC

MEETING
5:30 PM

13 14 15 16
Computer
Workshop

12:00 to 3:30
at Park & Rec.

17
Happy

Father’s Day

18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26
BBCC

Board Meeting
2:30 pm

Discovery 
Center

27 28 29 30
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BBCC members are encouraged
to attend Board Meetings and

make suggestions about member
Benefits, events, services, etc. Please

Join us and share your opinions.
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Bearly BytesBBCC
Help Line

The following members have
Generously offered to help

you with your PC problems by
phone or by e-mail.

Windows Beginners.....................Carole Allen
866-7677 	 allenbnc@yahoo.com

Windows 95,98,ME,XP..............Bob Kopolow
584-7747 	 bobkopolow@yahoo.com

Outlook Express.......................Joan Kiehl
585-7894 	 dicjoa@earthlink.net

MS Outlook....................... Bob Kopolow
584-7747 	 bobkopolow@yahoo.com

MS Word........................Karen Tangeman
585-1734 	 ktangeman@charter.net

MS Excel.............................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

MSPublisher........................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

Digital Photos....................Barbara Moore
585-7981 	 barbstuff@verizon.net

CD Burning.............................Larry Smith
584-1284 	 kg6erf@yahoo.com

Quicken...........................Michael Homan
584-2277 	 vpc@pineknot.com

Hardware..............................Bob Kopolow
584-7747 	 bobkopolow@yahoo.com

Join our Help Line
Volunteers!

You don’t have to be an expert;
just help others find the

answers.
Contact any BBCC Board Member

to join.

	 Bearly Bytes is the official publication of Big Bear Com-
pute Club. Winner SWUGC & APCUG newsletter contests. Views 
expressed in Bearly Bytes are those of the authors and do not 
reflect the opinions of Big Bear Computer Club. Other computer 
user groups are welcome to reprint our articles as long as they 
acknowledge the author and the source as Bearly Bytes,

	  Big Bear Computer Club. Editorial Staff: Gordon West, Ed-
itor. Columists: Larry Smith, Barbara Moore, Carole Allen,,Karen 
Tangeman, Yomar Cleary & Rosemary Lloyd. Submissions: All 
BBCC members are encouraged to send letters, articles, ques-
tions and comments to Bearly Bytes for inclusion in future issues. 
Submi plain text via e-mail and graphics or photos on disk in TIFF 
or JPEG format. Bearly Bytes Editor, Gordon West editorbbcc@
charter.net Box 4548, Big Bear City, CA 92314 (909) 584-9776

Membership Report
May 2007

Welcome New & Renewing
Members

Teresa Hullett

Norman Cox

REFRESHMENT COORDINATOR 
IS NEEDED

	 This is an easy volunteer opportunity.  At the General 
meeting, the job involves putting on the tablecloth, setting out 
the plates, forks, soda and water, THAT IS IT!!   But we need 
someone to do it.  The snacks are provided by the board and 
members who attend the meeting; it’s not the responsibility of 
the Refreshment Coordinator to provide.  Please contact Yomar 
at (909) 878-5622 and let her know YOU will accept this great 
volunteer opportunity.



Software Review
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Office 2007 Professional
By Karen Tangeman

	 Microsoft Office Professional is one of the newest versions of Microsoft’s productivity suites. This suite is the slick-
est, most attractive yet and quoting the young people of today, this suite is the “BOMB.”
	 One of the biggest and most talked about changes is the new user interface Ribbon. The Ribbon gives quick 
access to dozens of features that used to be hidden behind menus. On Ribbon-enabled applications like Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, Access, and Outlook, the Ribbon replaces the old menu and toolbar system at the top of the application 
window. Typically, when you first launch one of these programs or open a compatible document, you’ll find yourself in the 
Ribbon’s Home tab, which includes the most commonly-needed commands. I feel that Microsoft did a great job of logi-
cally organizing the Ribbon in each of the Office 2007 applications but if you’re not a big fan of the Ribbon, you could put 
all the commands you typically use into the Quick Access Toolbar (a small strip of tiny icons of commands that you use 
the most) and hide the Ribbon. To hide the Ribbon, all you do is double click the current Ribbon tab. This will also give 
you more screen space if you are a notebook user.
	 All keyboard shortcut users will be delighted to know that Microsoft didn’t change any of the keyboard shortcuts 
that you may have learned in previous versions of Office. 
	 The new Office Button, located on the top-left of the window, replaces the File menu and provides access to com-
mon Office applications, including Opening, Saving, Printing, and Sharing a file. Microsoft options are also located at the 
bottom. This is where you are able to set up each Office program to your specifications. Users can also choose color 
schemes for the interface. 
	 Live Preview is downright awesome. This feature temporarily applies formatting on the focused text or object as 
you point your mouse over it. The temporary formatting is removed when the mouse pointer is moved from the button. 
This allows users to have a preview of how the option would affect the appearance of their document without actually 
applying it. 
	 A new option that I find myself using all the time is the Mini toolbar. When you select text, it pops up near that 
selected text so you can make the common formatting changes that you need. When the mouse pointer is away from it, 
the toolbar becomes semi-transparent so you can view what’s underneath. But when the mouse pointer moves over it, it 
becomes ready for use. It also appears above the right-click menu when a user right-clicks on a selection of words.
	 In PowerPoint, Word, Excel, and Outlook is a new group of easily editable and formatted diagrams called Smart-
Art. There are over 100 preset SmartArt graphics layout templates for organization charts. There are a number of “quick 
styles” for each graphic that apply different 3D effects to the graphic, and the graphic’s shapes and text can be formatted 
through shape styles and WordArt styles. You can also change the SmartArt graphics color, fonts, and effects to match 
your document’s theme. 
	 Microsoft Office 2007 has placed a huge importance on Document Themes and Quick Styles. Document Themes 
defines the colors, fonts, and graphic effects for a document. Almost everything that can be inserted into a document 
is automatically styled to match; creating a consistent document design. The Quick Styles are galleries with a range of 
styles based on the current theme. There are quick styles galleries for text, tables, charts, SmartArt, WordArt and more.
	 The new file format in Microsoft Office 2007 is called Office Open XML and is the default file format. It is based on 
XML and uses the zip file container. Documents created in this format according to Microsoft are 75% smaller than the 
same documents saved with previous Office file formats due to data compression. As a separate free download you can 
publish your new .docx document to PDF or and XPS file.
	 In Microsoft Office 2007 Professional you receive Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, Access, and Publisher in 
your suite.
	 Word: Your most commonly used features are in the Home tab. Here is where you will find commands related 
to the system clipboard, fonts, paragraphs, styles, and editing. If all you are doing is editing text, this is probably over 
90% of what you’ll ever use, and it’s all available up front and center. The insert tab lets you insert tables, page breaks, 
pictures, charts, headers & footers, and symbols. The first time I tried to insert page numbers in my document (which is 
under header & footer) the choices were grayed out and I was unable to insert them. I then went on Microsoft Community 
to find out why. Microsoft wanted everyone to delete the “Building Blocks.dotx file in order for everyone to have the most 
up-to-date in galleries. Once I did this I had no further problems inserting page numbers. You get the new chart and dia-
gram features (SmartArt) plus the new document themes and quick styles. I was able to give my document a theme of 
my choice and change the style in one click of the mouse. Under References you insert your table of content, footnotes, 
index, captions, etc. I use captions a lot in my documents and have always inserted exactly what I wanted to say in them. 
In Word 2007 I found inserting a caption a little confusing. It always wants to put in the words figure 1 and when I check 
exclude label from caption it still insists on putting the number 1 in. 

Continued on page 6



Page 6

	 Even though the help features have been nicely revamped when I checked under caption it only gives instructions 
on inserting captions in a video clip. After playing with captions I found after I insert the exact caption I want; I have to go 
back and delete the number 1. It would make captions easier to insert if when you checked exclude label from caption it 
deleted the entire figure 1. Other then these two minor details (inserting page numbers) I absolutely LOVE Word.
	 Excel: A dramatic enhancement that makes Excel more powerful is that it now supports spreadsheets with up to 
1 million rows and 16,000 columns. WOW! It can create gorgeous 3D charts of virtually any kind complete with shadows 
and other professional effects plus these charts can now be shared between Word and PowerPoint as well. Also you can 
now easily create, edit, and maneuver tables, and when you scroll down, the table headings stay in place so there is no 
more looking for that table freeze function although freeze panes is still available under view on the ribbon.
	 PowerPoint: Microsoft has made this version of PowerPoint the most impressive yet. This new version includes a 
ton of useful features including a new and more professional set of themes (backgrounds, fonts, & colors) that are better 
than anything offered in previous versions. PowerPoint also picks up the new SmartArt, WordArt, and chart features com-
plete with 3D effects, shadows, glossy sheens, and numerous styles. These features, shapes, pictures, and other objects, 
are logically added by the new insert tab. The new version also features PDF and XPS exporting and also includes an 
improved version of Presenter View which is now on the slide show tab. This is great stuff and I find that PowerPoint is 
much easier to use now, even for beginners.
	 Outlook: I love my Outlook and I think it is the best e-mail and personal information program around but Outlook 
has not been completely updated with the new ribbon which I like very much. The main Outlook window has not been 
Ribbonized and has the same menu and toolbar although you see the new ribbon in Outlook’s sub-windows. Some of the 
new features include the new instant search which combs your e-mail, contacts, calendar, and tasks, improved phishing 
detection and protection, and updated sorting system, and the new To-Do-Bar which combines the calendar and task list 
in one view. I would really like to see a fully ribbonized Outlook and I hope that Microsoft has that in mind for the future.
	 Access: I am not a big Access user so I am not as familiar with this program although someday I hope to be. I do 
know that the new look, dynamic menus, the new ribbon, templates, ability to split forms, better sorting & filtering, better 
security, etc. has made the newest version of Access extremely better. These changes have helped increase productivity 
and decrease the amount of time it takes for a user to customize their document. So if you are an Access user this should 
be a great upgrade for you.
	 Publisher:  There are new professional looking templates and a browsable template pane to start with. You will 
also find a Content Library for reusing publication assets, and of course the PDF & XPS exporting capabilities for in-
creased compatibility with print shops.
	 Reviewers Comments: Wow! What a great upgraded suite. New users to Office should have no problems learning 
the new Ribbon although I feel the experienced user will not want to take the time to learn. What helped me the most in 
learning the Ribbon quickly was using the Find 2003 Commands in Office 2007. I went over everything in about 30 min-
utes. Microsoft has made sure that tutorials for beginners to the experienced have been included on their Office website 
although this time I think the beginner has the advantage in learning this program over the experienced.

 Reviewed By: Karen Tangeman 
ktangeman@charter.net 

I am a disabled/retired Registered Nurse. I have lived in Big Bear for 23 years and I have 
3 children & I grandchild. I do my church’s newsletter monthly and am a council member at 
my church. I am the Vice President, Review Editor, and the Vendor Liaison for the computer 
club. I have been a member of the computer club for 3 years now and have attended both the 
SWUGS & APCUG conferences in San Diego and Las Vegas. I contribute the Word Tips every 
month to our newsletter and help teach beginner computer at our workshops.                                                        

Microsoft Corporation www.microsoft.com
One Microsoft Way                                                     

Redmond, Wa. 98052-6399 
1-800-MICROSOFT (1-800-642-7676)           

                                                                                               
Windows: System Requirements: Microsoft Windows XP with Service 

Pack (SP) 2, Windows Server 2003 with SP1, or later operating system, 
500 megahertz (MHz) processor or higher, 256 MB RAM, 2 GB, a portion 

of this disk space will be freed after installation if the original download 
package is removed from the hard drive, CD-ROM or DVD drive, Internet 

Explorer 6.0 or later, 32 bit browser only. Retail Price $499.00.

From page 5
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BEGINNER COMPUTER XP-VISTA WORKSHOP

	
	 The Big Bear Computer Club is offering a Beginner Computer XP-Vista Workshop on Saturday, June 16, 2007 
from 12:00 noon until 3:30 pm.  The Workshop will be held at the Parks and Recreation, 41220 Park Ave, Big Bear 
Lake, CA.   This workshop is for those of you who have never sat in front of a computer or someone who has started 
out with a few tasks such as email, but is unsure about any other possibilities.  This workshop is also for someone who 
worked with a computer in an office environment where the usage was limited to a particular program for data entry and 
data management.

		  The classes will include recognizing the task bar, functions on the start menu, desk top icons, what are 
files, folders, cut and paste, etc. all basic learning knowledge that is needed to feel comfortable with computers.  Be-
cause of the limited number of computers at the Computer Lab, the instructors are asking if you have a laptop or can 
borrow one to bring it to the class. A donation of $10.00 for the workshop will reserve a space.

	 Residents interested in attending this Beginner Computer XP-Vista Workshop need to register by calling Barbara 
Moore at (909) 585-7981.  

	
	 I don’t know about you, but every month I look forward to receiving my Smart Computing Magazine. Their monthly 
magazine has information on just about everything related to electronics (computers, ipods, digital photography, hard-
ware/software, printers, etc). It is just about the best magazine out there. Several times a year Smart Computing Maga-
zine sends us their monthly magazine free to pass on to you, plus they always add their new yearly calendar mouse pad 
at the first of the year (passed out at the Feb. mtg.). Not only do they supply us with the free magazines & mouse pads 
but they also give us a chance to earn free subscriptions for the club.

	  Everytime a member subscribes or renews their membership for 1 year, BBCC receives 1 point. Once we receive 
5 points the club is given 1 free subscription for a year. We use these free subscriptions as drawing prizes. Now, let me 
tell you how easy it is to make sure that the computer club gets credit (1 point) when you are up for renewal or decide to 
subscribe to the magazine. You have 2 choices, 1. Go to www.smartcomputing.com then from the blue toolbar on the left 
hand side select the user group tab, it will take you to the user group section with a yellow tool bar(on left). Select user 
group offers. This will take you to the “buy 5 get 1 free” program page. Under the 2nd bullet just hit User Group Subscrip-
tion. Follow directions from there. 2nd choice, call Smart Computing customer service at 800-733-3809, make sure you 
tell them you are a BBCC member and to please give the club credit for your subscription or renewal. 

	 This offer also applies to two other magazines offered by Smart Computing, PC Today, & Computer Power User. If 
you have any questions about giving the club credit when subscribing or renewing to Smart Computing Magazine please 
contact me at ktangeman@charter.net or call 585-7413.

How members can help
 Smart Computing Magazine support BBCC
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Raffles

ASSOCIATION OF PERSONAL COMPUTER USER GROUP
OR “APCUG”

	 Have you wondered what “APCUG” is all about?  Well, I hope to clarify that for you.   As we all use technology 
more such as PCs, the Internet, cable and DSL Internet access, picture-taking cell phone, PDAs, digital music players, 
its easy to be overwhelmed.  Sometimes we face problems and feel alone with troublesome gizmos that are supposed 
to make our lives simpler and more fun and yet require their own care and feeding!!  Technology can fall between our 
empathetic and specialized helpers.  This is where APCUG becomes a real asset to our club.

	 The Big Bear Computer Club is a member of the “Association of Personal Computer User Group” or APCUG 
which is a world-wide organization. With our membership we get many answers and benefits to help our Computer 
Club expand to its fullest.  Just to mention a few of those benefits, we are Region 11 and have Judy Taylour as our 
Regional Advisor.  As our Regional Advisor, Judy keeps us informed on what is happening within APCUG, our region, 
vendors, contests and much more.  There are over 300 User Group Clubs like ours that we can interface through 
emails, newsletters, at regional and national conferences and by phone to share ideas with each other.  Another great 
benefit is APCUG is hosting our website www.bigbearcc.org  at no charge to the club.   Vendors offer free and dis-
counted software to you the members and this is publicized in our Bearly Bytes Newsletter.  These are but a few of the 
benefits we receive for $50.00 a year, money well invested.

	 One of the benefits of being a member of BBCC is the possibility of winning computer items. Microsoft has been 
very generous in donating (from the APCUG Conference) to us and we are down to the last Vista Launch Kit. This Kit 
will be raffled at our June meeting. The Microsoft Vista Launch Kit includes: 

 	 1 Microsoft Vista Product Guide (Instruction Book on Vista)
 	 1 Windows Vista Mouse Pad
 	 2 DVD’S of useful tools and demos on Vista
 	 1 Belkin easy transfer cable  (Worth $39.99)
 	 1 Windows live 128MB USB Key (worth $10.00)
 	 1 Microsoft Office Live trial card
 	 1 SanDisk Cruzer® Micro with 2GB (enhanced for Windows ReadyBoost™ worth $50)
 	 1 T-Mobile DayPass for WiFi
 	 1 Windows Vista Magazine
 	 1 game Flight Simulator X (worth $69.99)

	 The Launch Kit alone is worth aprox. $170.00. Tickets for the raffle are $1.00 per ticket or 6 tickets for $5.00. I 
hope every one will buy a ticket or two to help us raise money for the club, and good luck in winning this great product. 
By the way, make sure you look for the purple tickets.
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BIG BEAR COMPUTER CLUB
CASH FLOW STATEMENT

May 2007

Cash in Bank	  			   $2,323.14
		
CASH RECEIVED		
Membership Dues	     $125.00	
Fundraising Equipment    $112.00	
Donation 50/.50	     $30.00	
Donations		      $0.00	
Advertising		      $30.00	
Bank Discount Earned     $0.00	
Other Income		      $0.00	
		
Total Income		      $297.00	 $2,620.14
		
CASH DISPERSED		
Petty Cash		      $0.00	
Dues & Fees		      $35.50	
Fundraising		      $0.00	
Newsletter		      $11.99	
Equipment		      $0.00	
Promotion		      $0.00	
Programs		      $0.00	
Advertising		      $0.00	
Supplies		      $91.15	
Other	 $0.00	
		
Total Expenses	     $138.64	
		
 					     2,481.50
		
		

  ~   Criminal Defense           ~    Workers Compensation
  ~      Personal Injury                                  ~   Civil Litigation
   ~ Family Law              ~   Probate Law

 719 Pine Knot Ave, Big Bear Lake   909.866.4140   or    909.878.2118

Philipson & Erdmier
ATTORNeYS

BBCC meeting May 2007

BBCC meeting May 2007
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	 We have four Advertisers supporting 
our Bearly Bytes newsletter; one way to say 
“thank you” is by supporting their business.  
They are: The Paper Clip Stationers: Gear 
Works; Philipson & Erdmier Attorneys and 
the Abacus Group.  If you or you know of 
someone who would like to advertise in the 
club newsletter, contact Yomar Cleary at 
ycleary@charter.net. The cost is very mini-
mal $10 per month.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

	 Who is Goldilocks?  Well, Goldilocks 
Cottage is a quaint and lovely Bed and 
Breakfast here in Big Bear.  The host and 
hostess are Jerri Buckner and Ron Wade.  
Jerri Buckner has been a member of the Big 
Bear Computer Club for many years.  The 
Computer Club has benefited through their 
generosity by having our guest speakers 
stay at their Bed and Breakfast overnight.  
They charge the Computer Club a nominal 
fee for our speaker’s lodging.  

	 All our Guest Speakers rave about 
their stay at Goldilocks Cottage, not just 
to the Big Bear Computer Club but at the 
San Diego Southwest User Group Confer-
ence.  We have no problems getting Guest 
Speakers for our Computer Club meetings 
to come to Big Bear just so they can stay 
at Goldilocks Cottage Bed and Breakfast.    
From behalf of the Big Bear Computer Club 
we wish to extend our sincere appreciation 
to Jerri and Ron for their generosity; there-
fore, the Board has elected to make Jerri a 
life time Honorary Member.                            

JERRI BUCKNER 
MADE HONORARY MEMBER

	 New Releases: Books, Short Cuts, and Rough Cuts
Get 35% off from O’Reilly, No Starch, Paraglyph, PC Publishing, 
Pragmatic Bookshelf, Rocky Nook, SitePoint, or YoungJin books 
you purchase directly from O’Reilly.
	 Just use code “DSUG” when ordering online or by phone 
800-998-9938. Free ground shipping on orders of $29.95 or more. 
See details.
	 Did you know you can request a free book or PDF to review 
for your group? Ask your group leader for more information.
For book review writing tips and suggestions, go to: http://ug.oreilly.
com/bookreviews.html

New Releases: Books, Short Cuts, and Rough Cuts:

•	 40 Digital Photo Retouching Techniques with Photoshop Ele	
	 ments (Young Jin) 
•	 Access Data Analysis Cookbook 
•	 The Book of Qt 4 (No Starch) 
•	 Closeup Shooting (Hard Cover) (Rocky Nook) 
•	 CRAFT: Volume 03 
•	 Cubase 4 Tips and Tricks (PC Publishing) 
•	 The Definitive ANTLR Reference (Pragmatic Bookshelf) 
•	 Devices of the Soul (Hard Cover) 
•	 Flash CS3: The Missing Manual 
•	 The FreeBSD 6.2 Crash Course 
•	 Getting Started with Silverlight 
•	 Inside SQLite 
•	 Learning Ruby 
•	 Managing the Test People (Rocky Nook) 
•	 Mapping and Modding Half-Life 2 Complete (Paraglyph) 
•	 The Myths of Innovation (Hard Cover) 
•	 Next-Generation Web Frameworks in Python 
•	 Office 2007: The Missing Manual 
•	 Practical Packet Analysis (No Starch) 
•	 Programming ASP.NET AJAX: Rough Cuts Edition 
•	 Programming Firefox 
•	 Programming Flex 2 
•	 Rails on Windows 
•	 RESTful Web Services 
•	 Sony Alpha DSLR A100: A Better Manual 
•	 Test Driven Ajax (on Rails) 

MAKE Magazine Subscriptions
The annual subscription price for four issues is $34.95. When you 
subscribe with this link, you’ll get a free issue--one plus four more 
for $34.95. So subscribe for yourself or friends with this great offer 
for UG Members: five volumes for the cost of four. 
Subscribe at: http://www.makezine.com/go/ugsub 

Craft Magazine Subscriptions
The annual subscription price for four issues is $34.95. When you 
subscribe with this link, you’ll get a free issue--the first one plus four 
more for $34.95. So subscribe for yourself or friends with this great 
offer for charter subscribers: five volumes for the cost of four. 
Subscribe at: http://www.craftzine.com/go/craftug

O’Reilly News for User Group Members
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Door Prize Winners
May 2007

Laptop Bag John Parker

Windows OneCare Jack McCarthy

Digital Image Phyllis Jaeger

Yomar Cleary 50/50 $15.00

BBCC GENERAL MEETING
May 2007

	 Club President Yomar Cleary welcomed all of the members.  There will be a photography workshop on May 14, 
2007, from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Rec & Parks.  A $10 donation is asked.  Rick, a professional photographer is the tutor.  
Karen talked about available review software, including games and other software from Microsoft.  
Yomar welcomed guests.  She then introduced Karen Tangeman, who talked about Microsoft’s Digital Image photo pro-
gram.  It is good for beginners and advanced users.  She mentioned that it has instructional videos.  Upon installation, 
the program catalogs all photo files in the ‘My Pictures’ folder.  Plug in a camera and it imports automatically.  It is easy to 
view and sort pictures in numerous folders.  One can sort by folder name, date, month, year or keywords.  In the preview 
pane, one can assign a keyword to a file.  You can assign up to a 5 star rating for each photo.  A picture can be flagged 
if it needs touch-up later.  Digital Image keeps track for you.  You can do a slide show of a folder automatically.  Photos 
are very easy to crop.  Also, there is a ‘remove wrinkle’ function.  It is very easy to use.  Remove spots or blemishes.  
This works on deep wrinkles, too.  Change eye color with a click.  Make teeth whiter.  Easily change brush size.  Sharpen 
prints.  Correct color with ‘Edit’, ‘Touchup’, ‘Color’ and ‘AutoFix’.  Straighten pictures by clicking on each end of a line that 
should be straight.  You can ‘autocrop’ as well.  ‘Smart erase’ removes objects that you don’t want – like a person and 
their shadow.  Create panoramas of 2 or 3 or more photos.  One can send an e-mail from within the program.  It helps 
you to load photos into Photo Story.  The cost is $50 for the program.

	 Rosemary Lloyd talked about Microsoft’s Windows Live OneCare.   What is it?  It is a suite of programs designed 
to protect and enhance PC performance.  The Protection includes anti-virus, anti-spyware and anti-phishing properties.  
There is a two-way firewall.  The Performance part consists of defragmentation, removing unnecessary files, download-
ing Microsoft Updates and back-up.  The program can be found at www.microsoft.com/onecare.  There is a free 90 day 
trial.  The subscription is $50 per year for up to 3 computers.  The program runs by itself in the background.  Occasionally 
it asks the user whether to allow a program to access the Internet or not.  The icon in the system tray shows it is running.  
Green is good.  Yellow or red requires user intervention.  Open the program to see settings and status.  Check the tabs.  
Tune-up removes unnecessary files.  Back-up does what its name implies.  Viruses and spyware looks for virus behavior 
and scans hard drive(s) on a schedule.  The Firewall asks user the first time a program wants to access the Internet.  The 
Logging report can help with troubleshooting information.  OneCare can check e-mail attachments manually.  Save the 
file on your desktop, right-click on it and select ‘Scan for viruses’.  

	 After the presentations, Jim Applebury and Bob Kopolow answered a few questions in the RAM session.  There 
was a question about Mozilla Firefox.  Pictures don’t show on web sites.  Maybe he needs to uninstall the current ver-
sion and then install the latest.  The next issue dealt with photo files not opening with the desired program.  The default 
program was changed.  One user says that a wireless encryption code slows her Internet.  Removing encryption speeds 
things up.  Set encryption on the router, then on the computer to match.  Another person has a printer that won’t print.  
They cannot install the driver.  Try unchecking start-up items in msconfig, then install printer software.  After the door 
prizes were given out, we concluded another enjoyable and educational evening.

Submitted by Rosemary Lloyd, Secretary
May 17, 2007
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DISCOUNTS, OFFERS & DEALS

UG Discount from Total Training
Total Training is pleased to offer 15% savings on our products to Adobe UserGroups. Our full product line offers com-
prehensive video tutorials on creative design, web design, digital video, and digital photography.  Use coupon code 
“save15ug” to order any of our point products.  Please share this discount with the members of your group and let our 
Adobe experts do the rest. Offer is not valid on closeout or bundle products.  http://www.totaltraining.com/home.asp?c=u
sergroup&n=010107  Coupon code: save15ug

O’Reilly Books
As for new books, O’Reilly has 5 new titles for Vista alone (“Windows Vista: The Missing Manual,” “Windows Vista for 
Starters,” “Vista in a Nutshell,” “Vista: The Definitive Guide,” and “Windows Vista Pocket Reference” and 8 Microsoft Of-
fice 2007 titles which include a Missing Manual and For Starters book each for Word, Excel, Powerpoint, and Access. We 
also have the long-awaited “Rails Cookbook” just in time for Rails 1.2. We have many new releases’ for this month.
For the full list of new titles, go to: http://www.oreilly.com/store/newreleases.csp For New Releases on Books, PDFs, and 
Rough Cuts:  Get 35% off from O’Reilly, No Starch, Paraglyph, PC Publishing, Pragmatic Bookshelf, SitePoint, Syngress, 
or YoungJin books you purchase directly from O’Reilly.  Just use code DSUG when ordering online or by phone 800-998-
9938.  http://www.oreilly.com/store/  Free ground shipping on orders of $29.95 or more.  For more details, go to:
http://www.oreilly.com/news/freeshipping_0703.html  Did you know you can request a free book or PDF to review for your 
group? Ask your Review Editor for more information.

Advanced WindowsCare v2 Personal
Is a comprehensive PC care utility that takes a one-click approach to help protect, repair and optimize your computer. It 
provides an all-in-one and super convenient solution for PC maintenance and protection. This fantastic program is avail-
able free of charge for private use. www.iobit.com 

Peachpit
We provide your group members with a 30% discount off the list price of any of our books. At checkout, right before 
they put their credit card number in, they must enter the user group coupon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case-sensitive). This 
coupon code is an exclusive offer that may not be used in conjunction with any other coupon codes. www.peachpit.com

ACOUSTICA
SPIN IT AGAIN
Transferring your old records and tapes to CD or MP3 has never been easier with SPIN IT AGAIN!
CD-DVD LABEL MAKER
Create your own CD/DVD labels and CD jewel cases with ease!
For more information on these programs go to www.acoustica.com 
For a 20% discount, use coupon CLUB2007
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	     Age of Empires III will offer gamers the next level of realism, 
with advanced battle physics and unparalleled visual detail. The 
new game picks up where Age of Empires II: Age of Kings left off, 

placing gamers in the position of a European power determined to explore, colonize and conquer the New World. This 
time period features stunning scenes, from towering European cathedrals to courageous tribes of Native Americans, and 
spectacular combat with Industrial Age units like rifled infantry, cavalry and tall ships bristling with cannons.
System Requirements

•	 Microsoft® Windows® XP 
•	 PC with 1.4 GHz equivalent or higher processor 
•	 256 MB of system RAM 
•	 2 GB available hard disk space 
•	 32x speed or faster CD-ROM drive 
•	 64 MB video card with support for hardware transformation and lighting required 
•	 Sound card, speakers or headphones required for audio 
•	 Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device 
•	 56.6 Kbps or better modem for online play
•	 Price $49.99 For more information: http://www.microsoft.com/games/pc/age3.aspx

Microsoft® Money 2007 Home & Business makes managing home and business finances fast, easy, and automatic with 
precise tools that guide you through business taxes, inventory tracking, and online payroll alongside your personal credit, 
debt, investments, and taxes, so you can spend less time on finances and more time with customers. 

Microsoft Money 2007 Home & Business includes everything in Money 2007 Premium PLUS easy-to-use tools for invoic-
ing, cash flow management, tax planning, inventory management, and income and expense categorization, enabling you 
to manage your business and personal finances easily. 

  	    Stay on top of your business 
 	    NEW! Effortless invoicing 
 	    NEW! Design professional-looking invoices 
 	    NEW! Payroll made easy 
	    Get financial reports—fast! 
 	    Simplify taxes 
  	    Manage accounts payable 
	    A complimentary value pack included free- A $1300* Value 

System Requirements: Multimedia PC with a Pentium II 266-MHz or faster processor (or compatible); Pentium II 300-
MHz (or compatible) recommended.Windows® XP SP2 or later. Price $59.99 For more information: http://www.micro-
soft.com/money/ProductDetails.aspx?pid=001&active_tab=Features

Review Products

BBCC Review Program 	      One of the great benefits of Big Bear Computer Club is FREE 
software, hardware (that’s right, even free hardware!), and books 
for BBCC members. In return, all the member has to do is write a 

Product Review for Bearly Bytes. That’s it, and the review product is theirs! How are members going to know if a prod-
uct is any good unless another member tells them? Our members are all notified of free product reviews through e-mail 
press releases and our monthly newsletter. Also, at every monthly meeting 2 products up for review are presented and 
explained to all club members. Upon accepting a product for review, the review editor sends the member 2 documents on 
“How to write a Review.” One is a question/answer form and the other is a guideline outlining exactly what information you 
need to include in writing the review. You have 60 days to complete the review and return it to the review editor. That’s it. 
The review is then published in our monthly newsletter Bearly Bytes for other members to read. The review is also sent to 
the vendor who markets the product. The program is then yours. The review editor is available at all times if any member 
has any questions or problems with the review. Our review program is a wonderful way to receive free products and to 
keep other members educated.
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        WORD TIP
By Karen Tangeman

        EXCEL TIP
By Yomar Cleary

Determining Your Serial Number

Applies to Excel 97, 2000, 2002, 
2003, and 2007

When you first installed Excel 
(or Office), you were asked for 
a Product Key number, which 
should have been located on 
something or another associated 
with the product. For instance, the 
Product Key (sometimes called a 
CD Key) may have been on the 
outside of the CD case, or it could 
have been on the manual or some 
other piece of documentation.

If you were the one that did the 
installation, you may vaguely 
remember that once you cor-
rectly entered the information, the 
installation program displayed a 
Product ID code that you were told 
to write down. Chances are good 
that you didn’t do this. (Who does? 
Even if I did write it down, I would 
probably lose the paper I wrote it 
on.)

The problem is, if you ever need to 
get technical support from Micro-
soft, you need to supply that Prod-
uct ID code. Fortunately, there is 
a way you can discover the code 
again, without resorting to some 
yellowing piece of paper you may 
have written it on.

All you need to do is choose About 
Microsoft Excel from the Help 
menu. (In Excel 2007 you click the 
Office button, click Excel Options, 
click Resources, then click About.) 
Excel displays the About Microsoft 
Excel dialog box, and this dialog 
box contains your Product ID 
code. When you are done writing it 
down (again), click on the OK but-
ton to dismiss the dialog box.

Creating See-through Text Boxes

Word allows you to create text 
boxes in your document. These 
can be used to create special 
document elements, such as 
sidebars or boxed text. There may 
be times when you want the text 
box to be transparent, meaning 
that whatever is behind the text 
box shows through. There are two 
ways you can handle this: you can 
either make the text box partially 
transparent, or make it fully trans-
parent. To control the transparency 
in Word 97 or later versions, follow 
these steps:

1.	 Place your text box, as nor-
mal. 

2.	 Right-click on the text box. 
Word displays a Context menu. 

3.	 Choose Format Text Box 
from the Context menu. Word dis-
plays the Format Text Box dialog 
box. 

4.	 Make sure the Colors and 
Lines tab is selected. Click the 
Semitransparent check box if you 
want a “ghost image” of what is be-
hind the text box to show through. 

5.	 If you want the text box to 
be fully transparent, use the Color 
setting in the Fill area to choose No 
Fill. 

6.	 Display the Layout tab in 
Word 2000 or later versions or the 
wrapping tab for Word 97. 

7.	 Make sure the wrapping 
style is set to None. 

8.	 Click on OK. 

applies to Microsoft Word versions: 
97 | 2000 | 2002 | 2003

http://www.geeks.com/
techtips/2007/techtips-13May07.
htm
 

What’s Up With Flash Drives? 

Flash Drives, also known as 
Thumb Drives, USB Drives, 
Keychain Drives, UFD, Pocket 
Hard Drives etc. consist of a small 
printed circuit board encased in a 
plastic or metal casing, making the 
drive sturdy enough to be carried 
about in a pocket. They have no 
moving parts, are compact, fast, 
and reliable. You plug them into 
your computer via a USB port and 
they act as a hard drive. They are 
great for transferring files from one 
computer to another. 

The Wild West! A personal com-
puter connected to the Internet 
without a firewall can be hijacked 
and added to an Internet outlaw’s 
botnet in just a few minutes. A fire-
wall can block malware that could 
otherwise scan your computer for 
vulnerabilities and then try to break 
in at a weak point.

 The only way to make a home 
computer 100% secure is to turn 
it off or disconnect it from the 
Internet. The real issue is how to 
make one 99.9% secure when it is 
connected. At a minimum, home 
computers need to have personal 
firewall, antivirus and anti-spyware 
software installed and kept up-to-
date. A home network that uses 
a wired or wireless router with 
firewall features provides additional 
protection.

WINDOW TIP
By Larry Smith



BIG BEAR COMPUTER CLUB, INC. MEmBERSHIP APPLICaTION

	 Ǐ NEW Ǐ REnEWAL                 Ǐ UPDATE InFOrMATiOn  
Full Name__________________________________	 DEMOGRAPHICS
Mailing Address_____________________________	 Ǐ  Student
City, State, Zip_______________________________	 Ǐ  Working Adult
Phone_____________  Message________________     Ǐ Business 
Owner
E-mail address______________________________	 Ǐ  Retired
Area you live in ______________________________

FAMILY MEMBERS WHO WANT TO JOIN AS ASSOCIATES ($5/YEAR):

Name__________________________     E-mail______________________          
_______________________________               ______________________

Operating System(s)    ǏWINDOWS   ǏApple/MAC  ǏLINUX  Ǐ OTHER _____

			 
Beginner     	 Intermediate   	  Advanced     Instructor

MS Office		       Ǐ	             Ǐ		    Ǐ	       Ǐ
Digital Imaging	 	     Ǐ	             Ǐ		    Ǐ	       Ǐ
Desktop Publishing	     Ǐ	             Ǐ		    Ǐ	       Ǐ
Web Design		       Ǐ	             Ǐ		    Ǐ	       Ǐ
Other Interests:________________________________________________
Ǐ YES! CALL ME, I WOULD LIKE TO GET INVOLVED & MEET NEW 
FRIENDS.

Membership Benefits
Monthly Meeting with:

Presentation and demonstration of
popular hardware and software.

RAM (Question & Answer)
Session

Tech news and Virus Alerts
Member Software Raffle

50/50 Drawing
Bearly Bytes -- BBCC’s award winning

monthly newsletter mailed
to you first class.

Club Website: www.bigbearcc.org
Free software review program

Members Help Line
Members E-mail Notifications

Members only Discounts
Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
All this for only $25 per year!!

Mail your application and dues to:
BBCC Treasurer

PO Box 645
Big Bear City, CA 92314

or bring your application to a meeting
For information and directions phone
Yomar Cleary, President 878-5622
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OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE

Historian……………………Now this is another simple po-
sition, it’s a matter of putting press releases in a three hole 
binder or can be creative and do a scrapbook which ever 
works.  The publicity person would collect those releases 
and pictures.

Advertising Director……….Send out four invoices every 
three months to our advertiser and if very energetic ask 
around to obtain a couple more advertisers.  Club members 
can also advertise for $10 a month.  This program is all set 
up for you.  Pick it up and run with it……..you could do it!!

Don’t Forget!

Bring your empty printer
cartridges to the meeting.

The printer cartridge program is
a BBCC fund-raiser

 that helps us purchase 
supplies and pay for Big

Bear Computer Club expenses.
Thank you for your 

participation.

Best Wishes

Our member, Ron Fross, has recently undergone sur-
gery and we all wish him  a quick recovery




