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Presidentôs Message ïRosemary Lloyd 
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Next Meeting March 10, 5:30 @ The Discovery Center 

Bearly Bytes 

              Big Bear Computer Club  Volume 9 

March 2009 

Big Bear, California 

Hello Everyone 

It is good to be back on track with 

our meetings.  I look forward to 

seeing many of you on March 10, 

2009 at the Discovery Center.  

Hopefully the weather will cooper-

ate.  We plan to have a short presentation and then 

small group training.  So, please bring your ques-

tions about learning to use the computer. 

Have you checked out the club web site lately?  It 

is the source for what is happening with the Big 

Bear Computer Club.  Remember the address is 

http://www.BigBearCC.org. 

An item of note for people who watch the local 

channel 6 here in the Big Bear Valley, the com-

puter club is featured on the Good Day Big Bear 

show.  Thatôs right.  Tune in the Monday before 

each club meeting at 7:00 AM.  The host, John 

Wells interviews some person or persons from the 

club.  They talk briefly about the upcoming meet-

ing and other topics of interest.  If you would like 

to join me on the program, let me know.  John 

asked me to bring members onto the show.  If you 

donôt subscribe to Charter Cable TV, how can you 

watch the show on channel 6?  Simply go to http://

www.channel6bigbear.com and click the little TV 

set in the upper right corner.  If you are in the City 

of Big Bear Lake, tune in to 87.7 FM to hear the 

show.  This is just one way that we promote the 

club and its meetings. 
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In Sympathy  

Larry Smith for the loss of his son. 

 

Our hearts are with you 
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http://www.channel6bigbear.com/
premiummemory_com
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Review for Big Bear Computer Club 

Microsoft Word 2007 

By Mary Ann Boone mandjboone@charter.net  

Retail price is $149.95; however, there are discount offers as low at $90.00 for an upgrade only. 

Requirements are 500MHz or faster, 236MB RAM, 1.5GB available hard disk, 32 bit 

browser and Microsoft Windows XP Service Pack 2 or later. Help includes interactive 

training courses, templates and Clip Art. 

Company Information: 

Microsoft Corporation 

www.microsoft.com   

One Microsoft Way 

Redmond, Wash. 98052-6399 

1-800-MICROSOFT (1-800-642-7676) 

Opening Word 2007 is a bit like gazing at the dashboard of the very latest automobile, or perhaps like 

being in a candy store. It is attractive and invites exploration of the many selections offered.  Most of the 

choices are familiar; however, the presentation is much more interesting and colorful when compared to 

Word 2003. This area is the Ribbon, which allows some customizing. There are tabs that will bring up 

menus under each heading. If there is too much to view all at once and I want more space, a right click 

anywhere in the Ribbon will minimize the view.   

I appreciate the enlarged visual samples of choices offered for Spacing and Heading.  I am able to view 

differences in the look of the project by simply directing my mouse and arrow over the styles offered un-

der the Home tab no clicking necessary. This allows a very quick choice compared to clicking Format 

then Styles & Formatting and an additional click to select the Style. Moving the arrow over various se-

lections in Style Sets and in Fonts allows an immediate view of possible changes without actually apply-

ing them. 

The large colorful button in the upper left hand corner opens a Pandoraôs Box of information and op-

tions.  Most are familiar under the 2003 File option; however, a second click in 2007 offers more choices 

mailto:mandjboone@charter.net
http://www.microsoft.com
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with clear definitions for each.  I found the Prepare and the Publish options offered possibilities never 

utilized in my older program simply because of additional digging required.   

A word of warning; donôt delete your previous version of Word with the .DOC extension.  The old docu-

ments may be converted, but it is not automatic when in Word 2007.  There is a Compatibility Mode to 

allow changes readable by both versions.  After changes are made they can be Saved in the 2003 version 

as a .DOC, or as .DOCX in Word 2007 or as both.  Something to remember is that what is sent out to oth-

ers may not be readable in .DOCX if they donôt have the compatibility pack or Word 2007.  

There is a major need for the ability to wrap text around an image within the Text Box functions for news-

letters.  Presently this is not possible. Going into Help/Wrap will explain why.  I hope that Microsoft will 

address this issue very soon so that it will be helpful and useful for newsletter publications. 

I like the look of Office 2007; the screen is much cleaner and selections are quicker to find.  It is faster and 

not difficult to apply. Easy changes were accomplished in the Quick Access options by inserting or delet-

ing one or more of the listed menu functions that I use more, or less often.  By clicking on the bar and 

dragging to just above my project, access was faster. This offered quick availability to my most often used 

tools. Seeing the word count shown as I type is a real plus. There are several other good and new offerings 

and updated tools not mentioned here.           

I definitely recommend this program and believe a beginner will find it easier to learn than earlier versions 

of Word. 

   Bio for Mary Ann Boone 

 My husband and I have been residents of Big Bear for 15 years and enjoy every 

day here.  I am currently learning to play Pickle- Ball, and enjoy reading, com-

puter projects and gardening.  One of my happiest experiences was seeing my 

daughter and her husband move to Big Bear this last month.  Now I anticipate 

seeing more of my six grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.   My husband 

enjoys participating in volunteer projects for the U. S. Forest Service.  He de-

signed and is currently installing fire retardant materials in the space below our 

deck.  
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Review for Big Bear Computer Club 
ADOBE PHOTOSHOP CS4 EXTENDED 

Reviewed by Tina Nazarian (tina_nazarian@hotmail.com) 

Buy US $999 

Upgrade from US $349 

 

System Requirements: 

1.8GHz or faster processor 

Microsoft® Windows® XP with Service Pack 2 (Service Pack 3 recommended) or Win-

dows Vista® Home Premium, Business, Ultimate, or Enterprise with Service Pack 1 (certified for 32-bit Win-

dows XP and 32-bit and 64-bit Windows Vista) 

512MB of RAM (1GB recommended) 

1GB of available hard-disk space for installation; additional free space required during installation (cannot 

install on flash-based storage devices) 

1,024x768 display (1,280x800 recommended) with 16-bit video card 

Some GPU-accelerated features require graphics support for Shader Model 3.0 and OpenGL 2.0 

DVD-ROM drive 

QuickTime 7.2 software required for multimedia features 

Broadband Internet connection required for online services 

Photoshop CS4 Extended is Adobeôs newest picture editing software.  Adobe is one of the worldôs leading 

photo editing software designers and this update once again proves way.  Photo editing is what allows the av-

erage photographer the ability to create professional pictures.  The processing power incorporated into the new 

CS4 program has been greatly enhanced.  The new software now supports 190 different camera models and 

allows better JPEG and TIFF processing.   

Photoshop CS4 (Creative Suites 4) has incorporated many new features from their last upgrade.  The first of 

many is the panning and zooming feature.  This upgrade allows the user to zoom all the way down to individ-

ual pixels while still allowing a smooth pan across the screen.  The smoother panning lets the user focus in on 

the exact spot they wish to edit and the tighter focusing allow even the minutest change.  However, this func-

tion only works with Windows Vista and with the Open GL command checked.   

Tying in with the panning and zooming features is the enhanced canvas rotation feature.  This device allows 

the user to rotate the picture to any angle desire.  Adobe has created a distortion free scrolling device that 

keeps the whole picture crystal clear no matter what the angle and without making the user contort the bodies 

into awkward positions.  This is definitely one of Adobeôs more user-friendly creations. 

Next on the list of upgrades and enhancements are the automatic features.  The Auto-Blend Layers feature 

overlaps a series of photographs with different focal points together.  The device blends the colors and shading 

together smoothly, which in turn, extends the new field of depth on the newly created picture.  An added func-

tion is that CS4 also eliminates the distortion that overlapping pictures sometimes creates. 

Also part of the automatic features is the Auto-Align Layers command.  This simple command allows the user 

to move or rotate the pictures and still align up perfectly.  This enhancement eliminates the need for cut and 

paste editing.  CS4 also makes it easier for the user to manually layer items.  The user can change the back-

ground and move objects from one picture to another.  The user can adjust the ófuzzô command and give the 
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photo a crisp, professional appearance. 

One of the nicer new features is the Content-Aware Scaling.  This lovely little command allows the user to 

stretch a normal size picture into a panorama scale without the distortion or fuzziness that plagued users in the 

past.  Combining this feature with the automatic features discussed above grants the user the ability to create 

some truly marvelous imagery. 

Interested in creating 3D images?  CS4 now has a feature that lets the user paint, edit and manipulate 3D im-

ages.  The user can even wrap a 2D image on a 3D figure that gives the appearance of an actually item on the 

original picture.  The bump command is interesting.  The user can give the object a texture, i.e. damages to a 

vehicle, with a simple click of a button.  These new commands also allow the user to rotate the image on a 3D 

grid in order to edit the imagery as needed.  This is a fun new feature and, in my opinion, one of the best of the 

new features in the Creative Suites upgrade. 

Playing with the colors, hues, and saturations is easier now.  There is one panel with all the commands easily 

accessible.  CS4 has created many preset commands, such as a black and white command, which allows the 

user to change any or all of a pictureôs coloration.  The user can select which part of the picture that should be 

changed or which part should not be changed.  CS4 also allows the user to change the color of an object in the 

picture.  Is the face too pale?  Darken it with a simple click.  Is the background too dark/light?  That is easily 

fixed with the adjustments panel.  CS4 has a óspot healingô command, which allows the user to correct more 

than just red eye.  Four different commands allow the user to clone objects and to óhealô blemishes, scars, and 

moles.  Every picture can now have a modelôs ñperfect completionò. 

These entire new and enhanced features make for one confusing and complicated program, though.  The prob-

lems start from the very beginning: at installation.  All other programs and applications must be turned off be-

fore installation may begin.  Settings must be manually set, which can be quite confusing to a lesser-

experienced computer operator.  The program is extensive and consumes a great deal of memory and some of 

the options will only work in Windows Vista. 

Adobe Photoshop CS4 Extended is definitely not a program for the lesser-experienced computer user.  The 

operator must also be very experienced with digital photography, color palettes, and even web design/

streaming video creation.  I would definitely not recommend this program to most of my family, friend, or co-

workers. But for the Professional; thatôs another story! 

 

Bio for Tina Nazarian:  

 I am a Southern California native and Big Bear High School alumni.  My family moved to 

the mountains when I was a child and I am the third of four generations of my family to 

have lived in the Valley.  I am a US Navy veteran who served during the Gulf War in 1991 

and, after receiving an honorable discharge; I returned to the Valley and completed my edu-

cation.  I am now the Senior Center Coordinator for the Big Bear Valley Recreation and 

Parks and I have offered individual computer tutoring to any interested senior.  I devote my 

extra time to coaching youth sports and writing fan fiction for various websites. 
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General Meeting Notesï Mary Rowland 

 

 

 

 

  

The General Meeting, scheduled for February 10th, was can-

celed due to snow and icy roads.  Our next General Meeting 

will be held on March 10th, which will include a presenta-

tion on the Southwest Computer Conference, to be held in 

San Diego, May 29th, through May 31st. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Rowland 

 

 

 

Performance Management Software  

866 - 566 -7778  

 

http://www.premiummemory.com/
http://www.halogensoftware.com/
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Understanding Hidden Threats 

Rootkits and Botnets 

by Mindi McDowell 

Attackers are continually finding new ways to access computer systems. The use of hidden methods such as 

rootkits and botnets has increased, and you may be a victim without even realizing it. 

 

What are rootkits and botnets? 

A rootkit is a piece of software that can be installed and hidden on your computer without your knowledge. It 

may be included in a larger software package or installed by an attacker who has been able to take advantage of 

a vulnerability on your computer or has convinced you to download it (see Avoiding Social Engineering and 

Phishing Attacks for more information). Rootkits are not necessarily malicious, but they may hide malicious 

activities. Attackers may be able to access information, monitor your actions, modify programs, or perform 

other functions on your computer without being detected. 

Botnet is a term derived from the idea of bot networks. In its most basic form, a bot is simply an automated 

computer program, or robot. In the context of botnets, bots refer to computers that are able to be controlled by 

one, or many, outside sources. An attacker usually gains control by infecting the computers with a virus or other 

malicious code that gives the attacker access. Your computer may be part of a botnet even though it appears to 

be operating normally. Botnets are often used to conduct a range of activities, from distributing spam and vi-

ruses to conducting denial-of-service attacks (see Understanding Denial-of-Service Attacks for more informa-

tion). 

 

Why are they considered threats? 

The main problem with both rootkits and botnets is that they are hidden. Although botnets are not hidden the 

same way rootkits are, they may be undetected unless you are specifically looking for certain activity. If a root-

kit has been installed, you may not be aware that your computer has been compromised, and traditional anti-

virus software may not be able to detect the malicious programs. Attackers are also creating more sophisticated 

programs that update themselves so that they are even harder to detect. 

Attackers can use rootkits and botnets to access and modify personal information, attack other computers, and 

commit other crimes, all while remaining undetected. By using multiple computers, attackers increase the range 

and impact of their crimes. Because each computer in a botnet can be programmed to execute the same com-

mand, an attacker can have each of them scanning multiple computers for vulnerabilities, monitoring online ac-

tivity, or collecting the information entered in online forms. 

What can you do to protect yourself? 

If you practice good security habits, you may reduce the risk that your computer will be compromised: 

Use and maintain anti-virus software - Anti-virus software recognizes and protects your computer against 

most known viruses, so you may be able to detect and remove the virus before it can do any damage (see 

Understanding Anti-Virus Software for more information). Because attackers are continually writing new 

viruses, it is important to keep your definitions up to date. Some anti-virus vendors also offer anti-rootkit 

software. 

Continued on Page 8 
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Install a firewall - Firewalls may be able to prevent some types of infection by blocking malicious traffic 

before it can enter your computer and limiting the traffic you send (see Understanding Firewalls for more 

information). Some operating systems actually include a firewall, but you need to make sure it is enabled. 

 

Use good passwords - Select passwords that will be difficult for attackers to guess, and use different pass-

words for different programs and devices (see Choosing and Protecting Passwords for more information). 

Do not choose options that allow your computer to remember your passwords. 

 

Keep software up to date - Install software patches so that attackers can't take advantage of known prob-

lems or vulnerabilities (see Understanding Patches for more information). Many operating systems offer 

automatic updates. If this option is available, you should enable it. 

Follow good security practices - Take appropriate precautions when using email and web browsers to re-

duce the risk that your actions will trigger an infection (see other US-CERT security tips for more informa-

tion). 

Unfortunately, if there is a rootkit on your computer or an attacker is using your computer in a botnet, you 

may not know it. Even if you do discover that you are a victim, it is difficult for the average user to effec-

tively recover. The attacker may have modified files on your computer, so simply removing the malicious 

files may not solve the problem. If you believe that you are a victim, consider contacting a trained system 

administrator. 

As an alternative, some vendors are developing products and tools that may remove a rootkit from your 

computer. If the software cannot locate and remove the infection, you may need to reinstall your operating 

system, usually with a system restore disk that is often supplied with a new computer. Note that reinstalling 

or restoring the operating system typically erases all of your files and any additional software that you have 

installed on your computer. 

 

Continued from Page 7 

www. techbargains .com  

web site devoted to helping users find the best 

technology products and the lowest price  

 

http://www.techbargains.com
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Double Your Fun With Dual Monitors 

By Bryan Lambert - Sunday, November 2, 2008 

 

Youôve seen them in offices, maybe even on your own bossôs 

desk. Youôve seen them at your gamer friendôs house on their 

cool gamers rig. Youôve may have even seen them when check-

ing out at the local grocers. Weôre talking about that cool desktop computer with dual LDC monitors, 

multiple monitor setup. How exactly does one set up a multiple monitor computer? Is it difficult? Is it 

expensive? Is it worth the effort?  

One is Fine, Two is Dandy! 

To answer the last question first, is it worth the effort? Well, let us put it to you this way: YES!!! Yes, 

Yes, Yes and a thousand times YES! Once you go two or even three monitors, you quite simply never 

go back. Why can we say that? Itôs easy; you simply fall in love with having 100% more screen 

area to work with. You will find yourself having to toggle back and forth between browsers or 

switching between multiple applications less and less, which means more productivity. You also 

would have the ability to mirror (clone) your screen to a second monitor. (terrific in work settings so 

people aren't crowding your shoulder during a business presentation).  

 

The Nuts and Bolts 

OK, say you decided to take the plunge and want to set up a dual 19ò LCD monitor system. The most 

common setup is simply two monitors attached to one computer. If you have a laptop, it is relatively 

simple as most have an external VGA port. You simply plug in a second monitor and then turn it on 

(usually with a function key to ñturn on one, or both monitors) and then set it up under your display 

settings in the computer operating system (any computer with a current operating system will easily 

set up the second monitor). Itôs here that you can set it to mirroring the first monitor or set it to expand 

the desktop. For presentations some may choose to use something like a projector as the ñsecond 

monitor.ò 

 

For those looking to setup a dual monitor setup on their desktop system, your machine most likely has 

a dedicated video card. Many of these will have two video ports and can support dual monitors. The 

setup would be similar to a laptop (minus the part about the function key). In both of these cases, the 

cost to you would simply be buying a second monitor. If your card has a DVI type port, then youôd 

need either a DVI to VGA adapter or a monitor with a DVI input (most dual output cards have one 

DVI and one VGA port on them). The DVI port is a 24-pin digital port while the VGA port is an ana-

log 15-pin port.  

But What If??? 

What if your computer DOESNôT have a second video port, as in the case of video being built into 

the motherboard?  

Continued on Page 10 

http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=MON
http://www.geeks.com/products_sc.asp?cat=540
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=NBB
http://computinghardware.web.cern.ch/ComputingHardware/doc/NEC/P550-UserGuide/09-01-01_vga_port.htm
http://www.geeks.com/details.asp?invtid=N72GSER128H-BULK-R&cpc=DS
http://www.datapro.net/techinfo/dvi_info.html
http://www.geeks.com/details.asp?invtid=DVIVGAMF-DT&cat=VCD
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=MBB
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Easy, add a video card to your desktop computer and make sure that new video card has two video 

ports. They are relatively inexpensive and easy to add (if you donôt mind cracking open your com-

puter). You just need to be sure that you get a card that fits in the type of slot that your computer has 

(PCI, AGP or PCI-Express (the newest type). 

 

What if you want to maybe add MORE  than two monitors? Simple, add more video cards. On a lap-

top there are USB, PC Card and Express Card video cards available (at a price), and on a desktop 

computer you can add cards that support more than two monitors (Quad cards for example can sup-

port four monitors). Or if you have unused PCI slots, you can add extra PCI video cards. Once you do 

go for more then a dual monitor setup, it will get trickier and more expensive to set up, but the basic 

principles remain the same. 

  

Wrapping It Up  

Running multiple monitors is both a rewarding and fun thing to do with your computer. If youôve 

been thinking about it but putting it off because it looked too complex, rest assured, it isnôt. So take a 

look at your computer, figure out what you need, and start your multiple monitor adventure. Then, 

your computer will be the one people look at and envy. 

Continued from Page 9 

ñe-Book ñ 

The concept behind an e-book is that it should provide all the functionality of an ordinary book 

but in a manner that is (overall) less expensive and more environmentally friendly. The actual 

term e-book is somewhat confusingly used to refer to a variety of things: custom software to play 

e-book titles, dedicated hardware to play e-book titles, and the e-book titles themselves. Individual 

e-book titles can be free or commercial (but will always be less expensive than their printed coun-

terparts) and have to be loaded into a player to be read. Players vary wildly in capability level. Ba-

sic ones allow simple reading and bookmarking; better ones include various features like hyper-

text, illustrations, audio, and even limited video. Other optional features allow the user to mark-up 

sections of text, leave notes, circle or diagram things, highlight passages, program or customize 

settings, and even use interactive fiction. There are many types of e-book; a couple popular ones 

include the Newton book and Palm DOC.  

Editorôs Note: You can read eBooks free on Netlibrary.com. 

FYI 

http://www.kids-online.net/learn/click/details/pci2.html
http://www.kids-online.net/learn/click/details/agp.html
http://dictionary.zdnet.com/definition/PCI+Express.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PC_card
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ExpressCard
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/software/view
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/hardware/view
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/hypertext/view
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/hypertext/view
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/IF/view
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/Newtonbook/view
http://www.saugus.net/Computer/Terms/PalmDOC/view
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This yearôs event will be held on May 29, 30 & 31 at the beautiful Town and Country Resort & Convention Cen-

ter in San Diego. In this time of economic decline the registration and hotel room rates remain the same. Registra-

tion is $75.00, however if you register by May 1, the Early Bird special is $60. (Many people have already regis-

tered.) You will find the registration form at: http://theswcc.org/registration/registration.htm  

To obtain the same conference rate as last year ($119 single or double), hotel reservations must be made by May 

1. http://www.theswcc.org/hotel/hotel.htm  

Everyone is welcomed - you do not have to be a member, so bring you wife, husband, brother, sister or even that 

neighbor that keeps asking you technology questions. It really is a lot of fun, and you can learn something also. 

Mr. Bicep, the Muscleman of Technology and television personality, will kick off the conference on Friday after-

noon with his infamous Gadgets workshop.  

Keynote Speakers 

Friday, May 30 4:45 - 5:45  

Dixie L. Faries 

Management & Program Analyst 

National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Coordination Center 

U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement  

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Dixie Faries is the Management & Program Analyst for the National IPR Coordination Center in U.S. Immigra-

tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Department of Homeland Security, Washington D.C. The IPR Center is 

responsible for coordinating a unified U.S. Government response regarding IPR enforcement issues. 

Saturday, May 31 Breakfast Speaker 

Andy Marken 

President Marken Communications 

Storage: Where Will You Put Your Stuff So You Can Find It Tomorrow? 

2009 Tentative Workshops Topics 
IPod / ITunes / IPhone and why they are so much fun 

Virtual Reality 

Texting 

Social Networks - Facebook or You Tube 

Green Screens 

Preventive Maintenance 

Kindle 

Viejas Casino and Shopping Outlet 
On Thursday, May 28, 2009, a special day trip to the Viejas Casino and Outlet Center for a fun afternoon of gam-

ing and shopping is planned. The charter bus will pick up passengers at the Town & Country at 1pm, drop them 

off at the combined casino & outlet center and return to the Town & Country about 7pm. Seating is extremely 

limited so reservations are necessary and must be made ahead of time. You must be at least 18 years of age and 

have photo identification. The casino has 11 slot and video game areas, Vegas style blackjack tables and a room 

for serious card players where they deal Caribbean Stud, Let It Ride, Pai Gow, Super Pan 8 and baccarat as well 

as a huge bingo parlor and an off track betting facility. 

In order to confirm your reservation, a non-refundable deposit of $20.00 is required. Each person will receive a 

casino ñFun Bookò and discount coupons for the 60-store outlet center plus $10.00 cash to spend as you like. If 

the excursion is canceled your deposit will be refunded. The $20.00 pre-registration fee is due by April 1, 2009 

For more information or to register go to www.theswcc.org  

Golf 
Are you interested in joining Al Hill on Friday, May 29 for a round of golf at the Riverwalk Golf Club in San 

Diego? Itôs just across the street from the Town and Country Resort & Convention Center. 

Are you ready for Southwest 2009?  
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We can have starting times at 9:00A, 10:00A, 11:00A or noon. Price is approximately $95, which includes cart and 

range balls. If we start at 9:00A we can have lunch at the Club. The festivities for the SW Computer Conference 

begin at 6:00P. If we have 5 foursomes, we can have some prizes. Weôll play a scramble format. If you are inter-

ested, e-mail Al Hill at booteral@aol.com by April 1 and heôll send you more information as it becomes available. 

Be sure to indicate your preferred starting time. The most votes wins! 

 

Digital Photo Contest 2009 

Artistry through Technology  

ELIGIBILITY  
All conference attendees are invited to enter Å the Digital Photo contest. 

A user group with at least one member in Å attendance at the conference may also enter their clubôs Digital 

Photo Contest 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 

CATEGORIES  
PeopleÅ  

Nature & Landscape (These pictures include Å flowers, landscapes, outdoor scenes, nature images, sunsets, ur-

ban landscapes, seascapes, cityscapes - to name a few.) 

AnimalsÅ  

Digital Art (This category is appropriate for Å those who dramatically change a photo in software such as 

Corel® Painter or Adobe Photoshop®. This is a category exclusively showcasing such art. If the digital 

darkroom work is the main attraction of the photo, or plays a big part, enter it here.) 

PHOTO FORMAT  
Entries must be taken with a digital cameraÅ  

Printed size may be 5x7 to 8-1/2 x 11, Å maximum 

Color or black and whiteÅ  

Do not add borders or frames to the Å photograph 

CONTEST RULES 
The photo may only be entered in one Å category; one entry per person in each category 

The photographerôs name, name/description Å of the photo, category and user group must be noted on 

the back of the photoÅ  

By entering the contest, you are allowing the Å Southwest Computer Conference to publish the photo on 

its Web site or in other electronic promotional Å materials or print media 

Four copies of the entered photo must be Å received at the below address by April 25. 

Judy Taylour 

18727 Nadal Street 

Canyon Country CA 91351 

Three judges will receive one copy of each photo that is entered in the contest; one photo will be displayed at the 

conference for attendees to vote for Best of Show. Why do we ask for copies of your photo? Images look different 

from one monitor to another. What may be dark on one monitor may appear extremely light on another monitor. 

A JPEG (no larger than 5 MB) of each photo Å submitted for the contest should be sent to judytay-

lour@theswcc.org by May 1 to be displayed on the conference Website ï post-conference 

Photos will not be returnedÅ  

Copyright photos will not be acceptedÅ  

JUDGING  
Photos will be judged on the print(s) submitted (please submit your best print(s) using the following criteria: 

Composition (5 points)Å  

Technical Skill (5 points)Å  

Visual Impact (10 points)Å  

AWARDS 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place will be awarded in each Å category 

Best of Show will be awarded to the Å photograph that receives the most votes from the conference atten-

dees  
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Sun Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

MARCH 2009 

10 General Meeting 

24  Board Meeting 

14  General Meeting 

 28  Board Meeting 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

APRIL 2009 

Google FREE 411 
If you didnôt notice the article in a previous 

newsletter regarding the FREE information 

number for cell phones you are in luck. Here is 

another way to call information on your cell 

phone for FREE thanks to Google. The number 

is 

 

 1-800-goog411 (1-800-4664-411).  

 

This is nationwide and it is absolutely free! For 

more information click on the link below and 

watch the short clip for a quick demonstration.   

Makes Sense! 
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Internet Explorer 8  

Explorer 8 RCI is out. IE8 RCI is short for 

"Release Candidate 1". Release candidate soft-

ware is ready to be evaluated by users while it 

undergoes final testing.  IE8 RCI offers great 

new features that make browsing the Web easier 

and more secure than ever. You can also tweak 

page display on the fly to adjust for formatting 

glitches by using the new Compatibility View 

(which corrects the display on pages that were 

made for older browsers). In addition to faster 

search, better management for your favorites, 

and enhanced customization for content you 

want to download. IE8 RCI includes automatic 

crash recovery and allows you to browse pri-

vately in confidence. If you want more informa-

tion on IE 8 RCI or would like to download it go 

to: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-

explorer/beta/default.aspx  

 

Windows 7  

Over the past few years users have asked Micro-

soft to make some changes to Windows. Here is 

an early look at how Microsoft used our feed-

back. Windows 7 is faster, more reliable, and 

makes it easier to do what you want. Both the 

everyday things and the killer ñis that really pos-

sibleò??? things. Check out Microsoftôs website 

to see what is coming with Windows 7. 

Microsoft Update About Bearly Bytes 

Bearly Bytes, past winner of SWUGC & APCUG 

Newsletter contests. is the official publication of the 

Big Bear Computer Club. Views expressed in Bearly 

Bytes are those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of Big Bear Computer Club. 

Other computer user groups are welcome to reprint 

our articles as long as they give credit to the author 

and Bearly Bytes, Big Bear Computer Club. 

Submissions: All BBCC members are encouraged to 

send letters, articles, questions, and comments to 

Bearly Bytes for inclusion in future issues. Submit 

as plain text in the body of an email and attach any 

graphics as JPEG or GIF format. Send to Yomar 

Cleary 

Oh Yeah!!! 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer/beta/default.aspx

