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Award Winning Bearly Bytes Newsletter  
Next Meeting March 9, 5:30 @ The Discovery Center 

Bearly Bytes 

Big Bear Computer Club Volume 10 

March 2010 

Big Bear, California 

TERRY CURRIER   
MARCH GUEST SPEAKER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President of WINNERS ς  WINdows users 
 
Our March meeting presenter will be Terry Cur-
rier who will do a presentation on the latest tech-
nologies he observed at the Consumer Electronic 
Show held in Las Vegas in January.    
You have seen his informative newsletter that is 
forwarded to you on a regular basis.  
  
Terry Currier has been a member of computer 
clubs since 1985.   He has been doing reviews of 
computer products for over 10 years. He has 
gone to 15 COMDEXs shows in the past and the 
last 8 CES (Consumer Electronic Show). It is al-
ways fun to see some of the latest technology 
before it comes to the stores. He has done pres-
entations at many different computer user 
groups and at the San Diego User Group Confer-
ence. His review articles have been reprinted in 
many of the user group newsletters across the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀπ
ǘƛƻƴΣ ¢ŜǊǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ /5Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳπ
puter tips for each of our attending members. 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ςRosemary Lloyd 

Hello All 
 
We missed seeing you in 
February.  Mother Nature did not 
cooperate with that scheduled 
meeting.  Such is life in Big Bear.  I 
ǿ ƻ ǳ ƭ Ř ƴ Ω ǘ  ǘ Ǌ ŀ Ř Ŝ  ƛ ǘ Φ 

 
I would like to mention that the Southwest Computer 
Conference is beginning to gear up for the June 4-6, 
2010 meeting.  The location is The Town and Country 
Resort & Conference Center in San Diego.  You may 
remember that a number of club members attended 
the conference last year (including yours truly).  It 
was very fun and informative.  There are workshops 
on many topics.  Many are geared for beginners.  So 
far this year they have scheduled presentations on 
How to Organize Your Digital Photos, Social 
Networking and Insight Into Photography (with BBCC 
member Rick Edwards), just to name a few.  
The timing of the conference may seem like it is very 
far in the future.  However, time seems to fly 
by.  Also, there are hotel and conference registration 
discounts available before May 1 and May 15 
respectively. 
 
Anyway, you might want to take a look at their web 
site for more registration and general information at: 

www.theswcc.org 

http://www.theswcc.org/
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PRINT SHOP DELUXE 2 3  

Reviewed  by:  Sharon Teeter 

                       WINDOWS:   
 
 DVD IN SLEEVE ς PROMO PRICE ςΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦϷотΦпф 
      {ǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ wŜǘŀƛƭ tǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ΧΧΧϷпфΦфр 
             The Print Shop 23 Pro Publisher Deluxe ςΧΧΦ ϷуфΦфф   
 

COMPANY INFORMATION:  
Encore Software 

999 North Sepulveda Blvd.  Suite 700 
                                      El Segundo, Ca.  90245   

                                           1-800-395-0277 
 www.broderbund.com  

System Requirements: ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎΥ  ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ·t {tо κ ±ƛǎǘŀ ϰ {Ǉ м 

CPU:       Pentium 111  MHZ Processor or Faster 

RAM:      128 MB/1 GB Windows Vista 

Hard Drive Space:      2 GB 

Other Specific Requirements:    

~    DVD-ROM DRIVE 

~    DISPLAY:     800 X 600, 16 BIT HIGH COLOR 
~    MULTIMEDIA:     VIDEO CARD, SOUND CARD, AND SPEAKERS 
~    SOFTWARE:     MICROSOFT ® NET FRAMEWORK V.1.1 (INCLUDED ON DVD) 
~    ADOBE SHOCKWAVE PLAYER:  V.11.O OR HIGHER, ADOBE FLASH PLAYER V.9 OR GREATER 
~   BROWSER:     MICROSOFT ® INTERNET EXPLORER 6.0 OR HIGHER 
~    INTERNET ACCESS:    56 KBPS MODEM OR FASTER AND INTERNET SERVICE 
                                        PROVIDER ACCOUNT REQUIRED 
~    WINDOWS ς    COMPATIBLE PRINTER ς (MONOCHROME OR COLOR)  

  

Big Bear Computer Club Rating System 1 TO 5 Bears, 5 Bears Being Best   

  
 

 

Program Review:     

Continued on Page  3 

http://www.broderbund.com
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Product Description 

The product does all types of greeting cards, banners, invitations, calendars, templates scrapbook pages, 
booklets, brochures, business cards, certificates, envelopes, fax covers, forms, labels, letterheads, menus, 
newsletters, photos and slideshows, postcards, presentations, report covers, resumes, signs, transfers and 
web pages. These items may be done by changing the original presentations, to your own presentations or 
sayings or you can use the sayings that are present in the program.  
  
 Overall Evaluation of the Product   

L ƭƛƪŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎΦ  The software will let you use the cards 
άŀǎ ƛǎέ ƻǊ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎŀǊŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΦ  It does 
publishing, and photo editing. At first it was hard to grasp, but after awhile, it became easier to use.  The 
greeting cards are easy to figure out once one gets used to how the program configures them.  

I really enjoy making my own greeting cards as a hobby of mine, as I try to remember people on their Birth-
days and special holidays like Easter and Christmas. I also like to do my Christmas Cards on this program 
also, as I like to customize my cards.  
  

This program could be improved by having more faith based cards such as Birthday, Get Well and Christmas 
Cards.  I think, if all the information could be put on one CD-ROM to make it easier to use. This would be 
more convenient for everyone who uses this program to get access to the information that would be needed 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻƴŜΨǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ   It is a good program to use, if you have had previous unsuccessful experiences 
with card programs, once you get used to using the program. I would recommend this program to my family 
& friends, as it has many options and choices to choose from to express your own 
ideas and thoughts to express to oth- ers.   

 

 
  
 

BIOGRAPHY OF SHARON TEETER  

My experience with computers has been for the past 16 years.  I have been using computers that started 
me off as a beginner, to the latest computers, both in desktops and in laptops as an intermediate user.  I en-
joy making greeting cards for my family and friends when a special need or occasion comes around.  I also 
enjoy making up our church calendar monthly and doing other church work to serve God as He desires me 
to serve Him.     

I have been a resident of Big Bear since 1977.  I enjoy using computers and being a member of the Big Bear 
Computer Club for 2 years now, where I am picking up many tips to use in adding to the usefulness of my 
computer.  It also gives me lots of joy learning more about what I can do to better learn programs that can be 

Continued from Page  2 
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    13  General  Meeting 

    27  Board Meeting 

     09  General  Meeting 

     30  Board Meeting 

March 2010  

S M T W T H F S

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

April 2010  

S U M T W T F S A

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

www. techbargains .com  

web site devoted to helping users find the best 

technology products and the lowest price  

 

Beginning Bank $ 3,486.11  

Cash Received  

Membership Dues $215.00 

Fundraising: Equipment $ 85.00  

Donations: 50/50 $12.50  

Total Income  $311.65 

Cash Disbursed  

  

Total paid out $   -0- 

Ending balance in Bank $3,797.76  

Last Monthôs Cash Flow 

Donôt Forget 

 

Bring your empty printer cartridges to the meeting. 

The printer cartridge program is a BBCC fund-raiser 

that helps us purchase supplies and pay for Big Bear 

Computer Club expenses. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Happy St. Patrickõs Day 

MARCH 17, 2010 

http://www.techbargains.com


 5 

Big Bear Computer Club Bearly Bytes Newsletter                                                                                              March, 2010 

  The operating system is the most fundamental program that runs on your computer. It serves as the basis 

for how everything else works. 

 

What is an operating system? 

 

 An operating system (OS) is the main program on a computer. It performs a  variety of functions, including: 

     * determining what types of software you can install 

     * coordinating the applications running on the computer at any given time 

     * making  sure that individual pieces of hardware, such as printers,  keyboards, and disk drives, all  

 communicate properly 

     * allowing applications such as word processors, email clients, and web browsers to perform tasks on the 
 system (e.g., drawing windows on the  screen, opening files, communicating on a network) and use 
 other system resources (e.g., printers, disk drives) 

* reporting error messages 
 
 The OS also determines how you see information and perform tasks. Most operating systems use a graphi-
cal user interface (GUI), which presents   information through pictures (icons, buttons, dialog boxes, etc.) 
as well as  words. Some operating systems can rely more heavily on textual interfaces  than others. 
 
How do you choose an operating system? 

 In very simplistic terms, when you choose to buy a computer, you are usually also choosing an operating 

system. Although you may change it, vendors   typically ship computers with a particular operating system. 

There are multiple operating systems, each with different features and benefits, but  the following three 

are the most common: 

   * Windows - Windows, with versions including Windows XP, Windows Vista,  and Windows 7, is the most 

common operating system for home users. It is produced by Microsoft and is typically included on ma-

chines purchased in electronics stores or from vendors such as Dell or Gateway. The Windows    OS uses a 

GUI, which many users find more appealing and easier to use than text-based interfaces. 

 

     * Mac OS X - Produced by Apple, Mac OS X is the operating system used on  Macintosh  computers.  Al-

though it uses a different GUI, it is conceptually similar to the Windows interface in the way it operates. 

     * Linux and other UNIX-derived operating systems - Linux and other systems   de-

rived from the  UNIX  operating system are frequently used for  specialized workstations and servers, such 

as web and email servers.   Because they are often more difficult for general users or require specialized 

knowledge and skills to operate, they are less popular with home users than the other options. However, 

as they continue to develop and become easier to use, they may become more popular on typical home 

user systems.  

Understanding Your Computer: Operating Systems 

Authors: Mindi McDowell, Chad Dougherty 
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I stumbled on a site while checking out postage 
rates. It has the history of several different types 
of things like postage rates since 1863, News-
rooms, etc.  I found it very interesting thought I 
would pass it on to my friends interested in his-
tory of many things.  Akdart.com  Norene 

 

Video editing is a lot of fun. You can put your vacation 

photos and videos into one home movie. You can clean 

up your videos by cutting out mistakes. And you can add 

professional - looking effects.  

Video editing can also be pretty complicated. There are 

dozens of tools you can use. Just understanding them all 

isn't easy. And finding the one you want takes digging. 

You may feel that many programs are just too powerful.  

VideoThang focuses on the basics. You can import pho-

tos, video and audio. Then, you have a handful of transi-

tions and effects. That's about it. It's really easy to make 

simple videos. And sometimes that's all you need.  

This program also makes sharing your videos easy. You 

can save for e -mail or uploading to the Web. Or save for 

your own collection. It will pick the right file format and 

size.  

Cost : Free  

System : Windows XP, Vista and 7   

Continued from Page  1 Simple Video Editing and Sharing   

Kim Komando  

About Bearly Bytes 

Bearly Bytes, past winner of SWUGC & APCUG 

Newsletter contests. is the official publication of the 

Big Bear Computer Club. Views expressed in Bearly 

Bytes are those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of Big Bear Computer Club. Other 

computer user groups are welcome to reprint our arti-

cles as long as they give credit to the author and 

Bearly Bytes, Big Bear Computer Club. 

Submissions: All BBCC members are encouraged to 

send letters, articles, questions, and comments to 

Bearly Bytes for inclusion in future issues. Submit as 

plain text in the body of an email and attach any 

graphics as JPEG or GIF format. Send to Yomar 

Cleary 

 

 

 

Performance Management Software  

866 - 566 - 7778  

 

akdart.com
http://www.komando.com/downloads/category.aspx?id=8170
http://www.premiummemory.com/
http://www.halogensoftware.com/
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The following members have generously offered 
to help you with your PC problems by Phone or by 

e mail: 
 

Windows Beginners  Carole Allen 
866 7677  allenbnc@yahoo.com 
 

Windows XP, Vista  Rosemary Lloyd 
584 9358                     Rosemary@SugarloafPC.com 
 

MS Outlook  Rosemary Lloyd 
584 9358                     Rosemary@SugarloafPC.com 
 

MS Excel  Yomar Cleary 
878 5622  ycleary@charter.net 
 

MSPublisher  Yomar Cleary 
878 5622  ycleary@charter.net 
 

Digital Photos  Barbara Moore 
585 7981  barbstuff@verizon.net 
 

CD Burning  Rosemary Lloyd 
584 9358                   Rosemary@SugarloafPC.com 

 

Adobe Photoshop,  Rick Edwards 
Photoshop Lightroom   
547-0109  rick235@charter.net 

Helpline 

President......................................Rosemary Lloyd 

584-9358                    rosemary@sugarloafpc.com 

Vice Presidentééééééééé.Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                                 ycleary@charter.net 

Treasurer.......................................Barbara Moore 

585-7981                              barbstuff@verizon.net 

Secretaryéééééééé..éé..Tina Nazarian 

633-4516                        Tina_Nazrian@hotmail.com 

Reviews Editoréééééé..éééRon Fross 

(951) 769-1225                       rgfross@yahoo.com 

Refreshmentsééééééééé...Gail Ritchie 

866-0814  GrannyGail12@charter.net 

Publicity .......................................... Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                                ycleary@charter.net 

Equipment Director ..........................Don Odekirk 

585-6728                          djodekirk@hotmail.com 

Technical Director................................ Jim Lloyd 

584-9358                     inquiries@sugarloafpc.com 

Director at Largeééé.ééé..Rick Edwards 

547-0109                                     rick235@charter.net 

Webmaster........................................Bill Flanagan 

866-9379                              bill@bigbearcc.org 

Newsletter Editor............................Norene Lieser 

626-378-8178                 norenekay@gmail.com 

Membership Directorééééé....Bill Flanagan 

866-9379                              bill@bigbearcc.org 

Parliamentarian............................David Philipson 

585-9389            philipson@philipsonerdmier.com 

Historian ..............................................Nancy Hinz 

585-8095                                   ncyhz@gmail.com 

Sunshine Coordinator......................Grace Fross 

(951) 769-1225                       gcfross@yahoo.com 

Officers and Key Leaders 

mailto:allenbnc@yahoo.com
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Excel Tip 
Provided by Sharonparq.com 

Using the IF Worksheet Function 
Microsoft Excel provides a wide range of worksheet functions you can use. One of the most versatile worksheet func-

tions is IF. This function allows you to test some condition, and then use a value if the condition is true or a different 

value if the condition is false. For instance, consider the following example: 

 
Notice that IF requires three arguments, each separated by commas. The first argument (in this example, A2<C2) is the 

conditional test. If the test proves true, then the second argument (in this case, the test string ñToo lowò) is used. If the 

test proves false, then the third argument (in this case, an empty string) is used. In other words, if the value in cell A2 is 

lower than the value in cell C2, then this formula returns the string ñToo low.ò Otherwise, it returns an empty string. 

You are not limited, of course, to returning strings in an IF function. You can return any value you want, including the 

values stored in other cells. For example: 

 
In this case, if A2 is less than C2, then the value derived by subtracting B7 from B6 is returned. If A2 is not less than C2, 

then the value 43 is returned. 

Copyright © 2010 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc. Reprinted by permission. Thousands of free Microsoft Excel tips can be found 
online at http://excel.tips.net and http://excelribbon.tips.net. 

=IF(A2<C2,"Too low","")  

=IF(A2<C2,B6 - B7,43)  

Instead of listing a few review programs that are available, I would like to inform you that any program you 

are interested in and would like to install on your computer is probably available for review. All you have to 

do is ask for it and review it. The program could be on landscaping, any kind of crafts, digital photos, video, 

any kind of home decorating, games, office or accounting programs, gift cards, label, and printshop programs, 

any program you are interested in having. All you have to do is let me know which program you would like to 

review. I will then contact the vendor and it takes about 10 days to receive the program. 

Sometimes the vendor will grant the reviewer a license online and all the reviewer has to do is download the 

program. Reviews are not hard to write; in fact they are quite easy. You are given instructions on how to write 

a review plus I have many samples you can look at. Also if you need any help all you have to do is e-mail or 

call me. Writing a review is like telling someone about the new program you just received. You tell them what 

you like about the program, what you donôt like, and how the program could be better, thatôs it. Thereôs your 

review. And you can review books, also.  

Ron Fross 

Review Editor 

 

Member Product Review Program 



 9 

Big Bear Computer Club Bearly Bytes Newsletter                                                                                              March, 2010 

Windows Tip 
By Norene Lieser 

Quickly Scroll Down to an Item In a List or Drop Down 

Find an item, an icon, or other item in a group or list by highlighting one of the icons or clicking on the list 

ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  .Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ 

could be used. 

Internet drop down list 

Instead of scrolling through a list of options in an internet drop down list, press the first letter of the 

option you're looking for. For example, if you wanted to get down on the below list of countries to 

United States, you could click the down arrow and then press U to quickly move down to the first 

ƛǘŜƳ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¦Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘȅǇŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘΧΦƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴπ

tinue to scroll down as log as a result was found. 

Windows desktop icons 

If you have a lot of icons on your desktop or in another folder, highlight one of the icons and pre4ss 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛŎƻƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ άǘŜǎǘέ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴȅ ƛŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ άǘέ ƪŜȅΦ bƻǘŜΥ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ άǘέ ƪŜȅ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŜŀŎƘ 

ƛŎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ άǘέΦ 

²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ά{ƴŀǇ ¢ƻέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 

Enable the Microsoft Window XP mouse Snap To feature to automatically focus on dialog box buttons. Ena-

bling this feature with automatically move your mouse cursor to the default button on any dialog box that 

appears on Windows. This is a great way to save a little time and not have to move your mouse cursor to the 

άhƪέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎ ōƻȄ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎǘŜǇǎΥ 

1. Click Start, Settings, control panel. 

2. Double-click the Mouse icon. 

3. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŀō ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ άŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǾŜ 

ǇƻƛƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎ ōƻȄέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ 
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Word Tip  
Provided by Sharonparq.com 

Using Shading to Highlight Information 
Word provides a way you can shade the information in your document. This shading can be added in conjunction with 

any border you may specify for the paragraph. Word allows you to precisely control the degree of shading, as well. To 

add shading to a paragraph, follow these steps: 

1. Position the insertion point in the paragraph that you want to shade. 

2. Select the Borders and Shading command from the Format menu. You will see the Borders and Shading dialog 

box. 

3. Click on the Shading tab. 

 

The Shading tab of the Borders and Shading dialog box. 

4. In Word 97 and Word 2000, use the Shading box to select a degree of shading you want to use for the para-

graph. In Word 2002 or Word 2003, using the Style drop-down list to select a percentage of shading to apply. 

5. Click on OK. 

You can also apply shading to whatever text you select (instead of to an entire paragraph) by simply selecting that text in 

step 1. 

http://www.cheapstingybargainsl.com/
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If you are using Word 2007, then you can shade text or an entire paragraph by following these steps: 

1. Position the insertion point in the paragraph that you want to shade, or select the text to which the shading 

should be applied. 

2. Make sure that the Home tab is selected for the ribbon. 

3. In the Paragraph group, click the down-arrow to the right of the Shading tool. (This tool looks like a tilted paint 

bucket, spilling paint to the right.) Word displays a shading palette. 

 

The shading palette. 

4. Select one of the theme colors at the top of the palette. There are ten colors, and each option under the colors 

represents a different percentage of shading for that color. 

Copyright © 2010 by Sharon Parq Associates, Inc. Reprinted by permission. Thousands of free Microsoft Word tips can be found 
online at http://word.tips.net. 

Continued from Page  10 

 

The Abacus Group 

For All Your Computer Needs 

Jim Applebury 

909 584-1733 


