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Everyone is Welcome!!
Bring your computer questions and bring your friends!

Besides informative computer related presentations we have 
Our ever-popular RAM (Question and Answer) session

This is where you will meet friends who share your computer interests
Member’s Drawing for FREE Software products

WHY SOFTWARE SUCKS….
AND WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT!!

	

	 At the Big Bear Computer Club Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 11th, David Platt, Author of the best-selling book, “Why 
Software Sucks . . . and What You Can Do 
About It.”  Platt will appear as their speaker 
via a web cast from Boston, Mass.  

	 According to David Platt, today’s soft-
ware sucks. He goes on to state, “There’s no 
other good way to say it. It’s unsafe, allowing 
criminal programs to creep through the Inter-
net wires into our very bedrooms. It’s unreli-
able, crashing when we need it most, wiping 
out hours or days of work with no way to get it back. And it’s hard to 
use, requiring large amounts of head-banging to figure out the simplest 
operations.”  Don’t miss out on this great presentation



Page 2

BBCC Club Information
BBCC Officers and 

Key Leaders
President...............................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

Vice President.......................Karen Tangeman
585-7413	  ktangeman@charter.net

Secretary...............................Rosemary Lloyd
584-9358 	 rosemary@sugarloafpc.com

Treasurer...............................Barbara Moore
585-7981	  barbstuff@verizon.net

Reviews Editor.......................Karen Tangeman
585-7413 	 ktangeman@charter.net

Director-at-large......................Elaine Tennity
584-7158 	 TeTennity@aol.com

Director-at-large......................Kent Gale
585-6460 	 kentgale@verizon.net

Publicity...................................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

Equipment Director..................Don Odekirk
585-6728 	 djodekirk@hotmail.com

Technical Director...................Jim Lloyd
584-9358 	 inquiries@sugarloafpc.com

Webmaster...................Bill Flanagan
866-9379 	 wiledwill@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor....................Gordon West
(909) 584 9776    editorbbcc@charter.net

Membership Director..............Dorothy Sirk
585-3449 	 dorothysirk@earthlink.net.

Parliamentarian......................David Philipson
585-9389     philipson@philipsonerdmier.com

Historian.................................Nancy Hinz
585-8095 	

Sunshine Coordinator................Grace Fross
(951) 769-1225	 gcfross@verizon.net

President’s Message

	 Wow, August was a 
busy month for the Big 
Bear Computer Club 
board.  The month started 
with National Night Out 
at Meadow Park. This 
family event is intended 
to strengthen neighborhood pride, and heighten crime 
and drug prevention awareness and is sponsored by 
the Big Bear Sheriff’s Department. We had many 
people stop by our booth to get information about the 
Computer Club.  

	 This was followed by our very successful 
“Thank You” barbecue and meeting on the August 
14th, with our presenter being Rick Edwards award 
winning photographer and club member.  The Excel 
Workshop held on August 18th was very rewarding 
to see so many people wanting to learn the basics of 
Excel.  Finally, on August 25th, we had a booth at 
the fantastic Air Show.   This all takes hard work and 
coordination and I wish to compliment our Board and 
members for their support and hard work!!

	 Our local cable television, Channel 6, have in-
vited the Big Bear Computer Club to appear on live 
TV to promote our club the Monday before our Tues-
day meeting. You can watch us on TV at 7:15 am 
on Channel 6 with John Wells hosting this segment.  
Rosemary Lloyd, Club Secretary, is coordinating this 
program and doing a great job!

Yomar Cleary, President



BBCC Calendar

BBCC Events Calendar -- September, 2007 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11
BBCC

General 
Meeting
5:30 pm

12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

BBCC
Board Meeting

27 28 29
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BBCC members are encouraged
to attend Board Meetings and

make suggestions about member
Benefits, events, services, etc. Please

Join us and share your opinions.
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Bearly BytesBBCC
Help Line

The following members have
Generously offered to help

you with your PC problems by
Phone or by e-mail.

Windows Beginners.....................Carole Allen
866-7677 	 allenbnc@yahoo.com

Windows 95,98,ME,XP..............Bob Kopolow
584-7747 	 bobkopolow@yahoo.com

Outlook Express.......................Joan Kiehl
585-7894 	 dicjoa@earthlink.net

MS Outlook....................... Bob Kopolow
584-7747 	 bobkopolow@yahoo.com

MS Word........................Karen Tangeman
585-1734 	 ktangeman@charter.net

MS Excel.............................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

MSPublisher........................Yomar Cleary
878-5622 	 ycleary@charter.net

Digital Photos....................Barbara Moore
585-7981 	 barbstuff@verizon.net

CD Burning.............................Larry Smith
584-1284 	 kg6erf@yahoo.com

Quicken...........................Michael Homan
584-2277 	 vpc@pineknot.com

Hardware..............................Bob Kopolow
584-7747 	 bobkopolow@yahoo.com

Join our Help Line
Volunteers!

You don’t have to be an expert;
just help others find the

answers.
Contact any BBCC Board Member

to join.

	 Bearly Bytes is the official publication of Big Bear Com-
pute Club. Winner SWUGC & APCUG newsletter contests. Views 
expressed in Bearly Bytes are those of the authors and do not 
reflect the opinions of Big Bear Computer Club. Other computer 
user groups are welcome to reprint our articles as long as they 
acknowledge the author and the source as Bearly Bytes,

	  Big Bear Computer Club. Editorial Staff: Gordon West, Ed-
itor. Columists: Larry Smith, Barbara Moore, Carole Allen,,Karen 
Tangeman, Yomar Cleary & Rosemary Lloyd. Submissions: All 
BBCC members are encouraged to send letters, articles, ques-
tions and comments to Bearly Bytes for inclusion in future issues. 
Submi plain text via e-mail and graphics or photos on disk in TIFF 
or JPEG format. Bearly Bytes Editor, Gordon West editorbbcc@
charter.net Box 4548, Big Bear City, CA 92314 (909) 584-9776

August 19, 2007

Big Bear Computer Club:

	 I am new to the Big Bear Computer Club, joining after 
experiencing some issues with my computers at home as well 
as at work, looking for answers and maybe a better, easier 
way to do things.   With the help of Rosemary Lloyd, (she’s the 
best !) she was able to get my computer back on track after 
installing a new network card.  I also installed a new router, 
but when setting up the security password on the router, 
found that my son’s I-Mac and Mac Book wouldn’t recognize 
the password.  My PCôs would recognize the password just ýne, 
but not the Mac’s.  While I searched for the solution, I had to 
leave the router unsecured for a few months,  so everyone in 
my house could connect to the internet.  

	 After asking around, trying different things, getting 
no where, Yomar was able to help me get in touch with Jack 
Williams from the Mac User Group in Big Bear.   Right away, 
he was able to help me get my PC’s and Mac’s working to-
gether nicely with my router.   He was also kind enough to 
take the time to show my son and I a few features on a Mac 
that neither one of us was aware of, so that was very helpful.

	 Thank you Yomar and the Computer Club for helping 
me work together with Jack from the Mac Group to resolve 
my issues.    We are so fortunate to live in Big Bear, a com-
munity where people like Jack are so quick to help others.    

	 I look forward to becoming a member of both com-
puter groups; PC’s and Mac’s can live together peacefully ! 

Teresa Hulett

Letter to the Editor



Software Review
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Microsoft Office Publisher 2007
By Harry Hinz 

rjqi@netzero.com

Overview
	 MS Publisher has been a popular PC desktop publishing application since its incarnation in 1991 and had been 

updated the last time in 
2003. This latest, in Feb-
ruary 2007 released, ver-
sion is a polished and 
more comprehensive 
suite of “easy can-do” ap-
plications, all sandwiched 
into one. 

Features
	 With this newest ver-
sion, virtually anyone can 
now produce good mar-
keting communications 
with little effort. 
.
	 MS Office Publisher is 
now included in the five 
high-end versions of Of-
fice (Small Business, Pro-
fessional, Ultimate, and 
Professional Enterprise), 
and omitted from the 
three low-end packages 
(Basic, Home & Student, 
and Standard). This Of-
fice version is now more 
a “business package” and 
not just another graphic-
design application. Some 
of the new features in this 
version are obviously in-
tended to promote Pub-
lisher as a tool for e-mail 
and Web-based market-

ing. These include connections to Excel or Access for doing mail merge and e-mail merge. Of interest to businesses is 
using mailing lists from any other Microsoft application, along with Email Merge or Mail Merge, to create personalized 
media, from e-mails to mailing labels or flyers.

	 Creating your business or personal logo, complete with contact info and business name is now made easy. Pub-
lisher is also equipped with a Pack and Go Wizard to prepare your files, including a press-ready PDF file for a commercial 
printer.

Pros
	 It is a brochure, business card, calendar, flyers, greeting card, label, newsletter, postcards, Web page designer 
and maker, all-in-one package. Creating new documents is easy with hundreds of templates to browse or search for, 
broken up into more than 25 different categories, (and you can download more for free), as well as a clear task assistant 
panel to guide you. There is even an enhanced Design Checker which helps you find and fix common design errors.

	 A new feature, “Business Information,” lets you enter basic contact information, a business slogan, and a logo, and 
applies this to the template files - a minor but nonetheless welcome reduction in labor and the chance for error. You can 
create your own templates and add them to a “My Templates” folder that shows up when you open the program
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	 Harry is a new member to the club. He had been both a 
Macintosh and for last 10+ years, a PC user. He is also a member 
of the Temecula Valley Computer Users Group and maintains a 
personal blog: http://2hams.blogspot.com/ 

	 He is also the owner/moderator of both the “Sugarloaf 
Property Owners” and “Big Bear Area Community Emergency 
Response Team” Yahoo! Discussion Groups. 

	 Before retiring as a self-employed manufacturer’s rep, he 
specialized in marketing, selling, servicing, as well the training of 
medical staff, of highly specialized computerized medical elec-
tronic systems. 

	 Harry and his wife Nancy now make their home in both 
Sugarloaf and Aguanga.

Manufacturer
Microsoft®

www.microsoft.com/publisher

Retail prices at BestBuy, Staples, CompUSA, etc. $170 
for a one-PC-only software package However you may 

Google for discount as well as upgrade pricing.

Activation on the Web or by phone is required

Operating System: Microsoft Windows XP SP2 or later 
or MS Windows Server 2003 SP 1

Hard Drive Space: 1.5 GB ̷ 256 MB RAM or more

	

	 The program now supports HTML output; a plus for Web-page designers and it will reduce the resolution of pictures 
for Web pages as needed. Another new feature is that Office Publisher also provides a PDF output option. 

Cons
	 Being a frequent greeting card writer, I have spent in vain many hours trying to figure out how to print a 4-page 
greeting card with pages 1 and 4 on card stock and then run the same card through the printer again to print on the other 
side pages 2 and 3. This is a feature I have taken advantage of in a couple of greeting card specific only programs.

Improvement I would like to see in the next version
	 If double-sided (not just the 4-folded) Greeting Card printing on card stock is doable with this program, making it 
easier to implement would be a practical enhancement. 
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OUR CONDOLENCES 

	 Two of our members lost their spouses, Doro-
thy Sirk and Elaine Tennity and we wish to express 
our sincere condolences to both of them.  This is a 
very difficult time for them and we are here to support 
them in any way we can.

SUGGESTION BOX

	 We have a suggestion box at our meetings for 
members to express what they like about the club and 
what they would like to see improvement.  Take the 
time and let the board know what types of presenta-
tions you like to have or what you would like to see in 
your Bearly Bytes newsletter and even our website.  
Take a few minutes to fill out a form and deposit in the 
Suggestion Box.

ANYONE INTERESTED IN NEW
 RECIPES?

	 Sue Crane, club member, submitted the follow-
ing site for those gourmet cooks who want to expand 
their culinary taste buds.  The website is:  www.reci-
pecenter.com  Recipe Center 5.0 is a professionally-
designed electronic cookbook program for Widows 
Operating System.  With user-friendly features for 
recipe search, recipe resizing and recipe exchange 
you can store and manage your recipe collections 
electronically.  Recipe Center 5.0 is a real freeware.  
This means you can download and use for free for as 
long as you wish.  

GOOD WEBSITE TO KNOW

	 Go to www.Answers.com and you will find in-
formation you are looking for without forcing you to 
search through long lists of links.  Anwers.com is 
a virtual library that provides definitions and expla-
nations on more than 4 million topics from reliable, 
brand-name sources and its FREE……  Give it a try.

QUICK STUDY BAR CHARTS 
AVAILABLE

	 The last time we had these Quick Study Bar 
charts they were welcomed with open arms by many 
of you, so we are again offering two Bar Chart pro-
grams, one is for Microsoft Excel and the other is for 
Windows XP Professional.  These quick study bar 
charts are laminated and are easy to read so you can 
master your computer.  The cost is $6 each which is a 
bargain versus those big fat expensive manuals you 
can buy to learn the same thing.  Email Karen Tange-
man at ktangeman@charter.net to reserve your Bar 
Chart copy.

NOTICE
CLUB MEETING CHANGING MEETING DAY!

	 The US Forest Service is looking to cut ex-
penses in their budget and one of those cuts will be 
to close the Big Bear Discovery Center on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays starting the end of October.  Our 
meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month so we 
are sadly affect by their decision.  In order to keep 
meeting at the Discovery Center, the only day avail-
able for us is the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Mark 
your calendars, the November meeting will be No-
vember 15th at 5:30 pm.  This is beyond our control 
and hope we won’t lose many of you folks due to this 
day change.
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	 If you guys are confused by wireless routers as much as I am, maybe this article will help you a little. I know that 
companies put out several different routers but what their difference is I have NO idea. Recently D-Link sent me a list of 
their routers, listing what each does differently and what the different prices are. I thought I would pass this list on to you 
and hopefully we can figure out what router we need, what this router will do, and what the cost is.

	 D-Link RangeBooster G Router (WBR-2310) creates a fast, completely secure wireless network in home or dorm 
and can be setup quickly with D-Link’s Quick Router Setup Wizard.   Mail-in rebate price:  $54.99.

•	 D-Link RangeBooster G Desktop Adapter (WDA-2320) offers total network protection, fast wireless performance 
and is backward compatible with most wireless routers.   Mail-in rebate price:   $49.99.

•	 D-Link RangeBooster G USB Adapter (WUA-2340) offers quick and easy setup for either notebook or desktop 
computers, automatically detects available wireless networks and keeps track of most used networks for later use. Mail-in 
rebate price:   $49.99.

•	 D-Link 8-Port 10/100/1000 Desktop Switch (DGS-2208) provides maximum throughput of data and is ideal for 
compact spaces, like dorm rooms, or for setting up an extreme LAN gaming experience at your campus living space.   
Mail-in rebate price:  $59.99.

•	 D-Link RangeBooster G Multifunction Print Server (DPR-1260) is perfect for printing out research from the Internet 
or school reports from any computer on the home network. Wirelessly connect up to four USB multifunction printers to be 
shared on the network.   Mail-in rebate price:   $94.99.

•	 The D-Link Broadband Cable Modem (DCM-202) offers users the choice of USB or Ethernet connectivity in an 
enhanced broadband Internet experience. Mail-in rebate price:   $59.99.

•	 The D-Link Skype USB Phone Adapter (DPH-50U) is ideal for students who are studying abroad and want to 
phone home or share phone time with parents at the lowest possible costs. It includes necessary ports for connecting the 
adapter to a regular phone line, telephone and computer, respectively.  Mail-in rebate price:  $44.99.

	 Wireless networking is the biggest trend in computer connectivity today. D-Link is offering rebates between $20 
and $25 on its most popular products, including the RangeBooster G&#153; router, desktop adapter and USB adapter for 
desktops and notebooks, allowing lightning fast Wi-Fi data transfer and Internet connections. 

	 Similar discounts are available for the D-Link 8-port Gigabit switch, print server, broadband cable modem and Sky-
pe® USB adapter. The D-Link Back to School Promotion kicks off Aug.1 and continues through Sept.15, 2007, and the 
mail-in rebates allow two products per person to provide parents with two students to save money on their purchases.

The mail-in rebates are offered through Amazon.com, Buy.com, Dell, Global Computer Supplies, Newegg, Provantage 
Corp., Syx Distribution, Inc. (Tiger Direct), Xtraplus Corp. and D-Link’s online store, www.dlinkshop.com.

                                                                                                    Karen Tangeman

Different D-Link Wireless Routers



Page 9

BIG BEAR COMPUTER CLUB
CASH FLOW STATEMENT

August 2007

			 
Cash in Bank	  			        $2,914.91
			 
CASH RECEIVED		
Membership Dues		  $105.00	  
Fundraising Equipment	 $196.00	
Donation 50/.50		  $15.50	  
Donations			   $0.00	  
Advertising			   $10.00	  
Bank Discount Earned		 $0.00	
Other Income			   $0.00	
			 
Total Income			   $326.50      $3,241.41
			 
CASH DISPERSED		
Petty Cash			   $0.00	
Dues & Fees			   $13.00	
Fundraising			   $0.00	
Newsletter			   $19.95	
Equipment			   $137.16	
Promotion			   $134.26	
Programs			   $0.00	
Advertising			   $0.00	
Supplies			   $165.13	
Other	 $0.00	
			 
Total Expenses		  $469.50	
			 
	  				         $2,771.91
			 

  ~   Criminal Defense           ~    Workers Compensation
  ~      Personal Injury                                  ~   Civil Litigation
   ~ Family Law              ~   Probate Law

 719 Pine Knot Ave, Big Bear Lake   909.866.4140   or    909.878.2118

Philipson & Erdmier
ATTORNeYS

TO BLOG OR NOT TO BLOG!!

	 What is a Blog??  Good question…. we have 
Harry Hinz, club member, who did this presentation 
at the August meeting.  He explained to us how to 
start this exciting way to communicate on the internet.  
Thank you Harry for sharing this great presentation 
with the Computer Club.   Any one else out there who 
has something to share with us??  

BE PART OF THE T.E.A.M.
  ELECTIONS

	 Can’t believe it’s that time again, we are look-
ing for nominees to run for one of the Board positions.  
The elections are for President, Vice President, Sec-
retary, Treasurer and two Directors-At-Large.  The 
rest of board is by appointment – if interested in any 
of the positions listed on page two of our Bearly Bytes 
newsletter, just let anyone on the board know of your 
interest.  We would love to have you on-board.  We 
also need a couple of members to be on the Nominat-
ing Committee.  Call Yomar Cleary at (909) 878-5622 

CLUB BY-LAWS 
HAVE BEEN UPDATED

	 The Club By-Laws and updated club roster will 
be emailed to everyone within the next few weeks.  
The By-Laws were posted in the June Bearly Bytes 
and presented to the membership at the July General 
Meeting.  There was a motion to approve as present-
ed and the vote was unanimously approved by the 
membership.  
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	 We have four Advertisers supporting 
our Bearly Bytes newsletter; one way to say 
“thank you” is by supporting their business.  
They are: The Paper Clip Stationers: Gear 
Works; Philipson & Erdmier Attorneys and 
the Abacus Group.  If you or you know of 
someone who would like to advertise in the 
club newsletter, contact Yomar Cleary at 
ycleary@charter.net. The cost is very mini-
mal $10 per month.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Need Avon?  Just go to Sue Crane’s web-
site and look over the catalogue.  This is a 
way she can earn money to pay for her MS 
medication which has become very expen-
sive so why not help her out.  

http://www.youravon.com/suecrane

Sue’s avon

DO YOU HAVE AN IPOD
...DID YOU KNOW…

(Courtesy of the Mac Store in Seattle)

	 You can go back to the top of your iPod shuffle’s play list by pressing the play button three times?  Make sure 
you’re in Continuous Play mode.

	 To unfreeze a “frozen iPod”, you can press the menu and center buttons simultaneously to reboot. Make sure to 
hold the buttons down for at least a few seconds.  If this doesn’t work, try plugging it into your computer – your iPod might 

just have a low battery

	 Keeping your iPod at room temperature and turning off the equalizer will prolong its battery life.

	 Sliding the Hold switch to the ON position will put it to sleep and avoid accidental play

	 To wake your iPod turn the HOLD switch to the OFF position

Membership Report
August 2007

Welcome New Members

Ray Norman 
Jack Koch
Sara Tully

Ed Chrisman
Jerry Land

Ruth Chrisman

Welcome Renewing Members

Elaine Tennity
Raejean Danielson

James Lloyd
Rosemary Lloyd

Albert Neal
Landi Branham

Gary Baird



Page 11

Door Prize Winners
August 2007

PC Club X-Large Tee-Shirt By PC Club - Ray Norman
 Southwest User Group Coffee Mug by SWUG - Kent Gale

1 Sugar Game by Sugar Games - Raejean Danielson
DVD Copy 3 by InterVideo - Don Odekirk

50/50 WINNER $15.50 - Kent Gale

BBCC GENERAL MEETING
July 2007

	 Club President Yomar Cleary welcomed all of the members.  Kent introduced guests.  Karen talked about the 
review program.  She presented the Microsoft gift basket to the lucky winner from National Night Out – Becky.  
The Microsoft Excel workshop will take place on Aug. 18, 2007, from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM at Rec & Parks.  Yomar will 
be the leader.
Yomar announced Rick Edwards won first prize for the photo that he submitted to the Southwest User Group Conference 
in San Diego.  She presented him with his prize.  
Yomar then introduced Rick as the presenter.  He is a club member and noted wildlife photographer.  

	 Rick showed over 120 photos to us.  He asked us to pick out the ones to be submitted at the next user group 
conference.  The pictures were shot in Kenya over a period of years.  There were views of beautiful landscapes.  Rick 
has many wonder portraits of the animals of Kenya and other parts of Africa.  These include the award winning photo of 
the cheetah Nanette and her record breaking litter.  (He followed the mom for 10 years.)  Rick shared with us about his 
time taking many pictures of Nannette and her offspring.  During the slideshow, we were also treated to views of rhinos 
(black and white), lions, birds, zebras and many other animals.  He has some terrific pictures of the wildebeests and other 
herbivores on their huge migration.  Rick also showed some of the anti-poaching activities used by the authorities.
Rick told us that many of the animal photos were taken from a very long distance using a very large lense.  Of course, 
some were taken at very close range.
The slide show of Rick’s work was great.  It is really difficult to express the visual beauty in words.

	 After Rick’s presentation, Harry did a short presentation about blogging.  He and his wife, Nancy share their travels 
with others via their blog.  We learned that blogging is an easy and quick way to share photos and thoughts.  Harry finds 
the online journal easier and quicker than e-mail or maintaining a regular web site.  He uses a blogging web site service.  
They host his (and many other peoples’) blogs.

	 The door prizes were given out and we concluded another educational and enlightening evening.  The Bar-B-Que 
was terrific, too!

Submitted by Rosemary Lloyd, Secretary

Rick’s Photos
Irene Naoum, Jack Koch, 

Sharon Jasperson, Nancy Hine, 
Ed Chrisman, Bob Eskay, Karen Tangeman
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DISCOUNTS, OFFERS & DEALS
UG Discount from Total Training
Total Training is pleased to offer 15% savings on our products to Adobe UserGroups. Our full product line offers com-
prehensive video tutorials on creative design, web design, digital video, and digital photography.  Use coupon code 
“save15ug” to order any of our point products.  Please share this discount with the members of your group and let our 
Adobe experts do the rest. Offer is not valid on closeout or bundle products.  http://www.totaltraining.com/home.asp?c=u
sergroup&n=010107  Coupon code: save15ug

O’Reilly Books
As for new books, O’Reilly has 5 new titles for Vista alone (“Windows Vista: The Missing Manual,” “Windows Vista for 
Starters,” “Vista in a Nutshell,” “Vista: The Definitive Guide,” and “Windows Vista Pocket Reference” and 8 Microsoft Of-
fice 2007 titles which include a Missing Manual and For Starters book each for Word, Excel, Powerpoint, and Access. We 
also have the long-awaited “Rails Cookbook” just in time for Rails 1.2. We have many new releases’ for this month.
For the full list of new titles, go to: http://www.oreilly.com/store/newreleases.csp For New Releases on Books, PDFs, and 
Rough Cuts:  Get 35% off from O’Reilly, No Starch, Paraglyph, PC Publishing, Pragmatic Bookshelf, SitePoint, Syngress, 
or YoungJin books you purchase directly from O’Reilly.  Just use code DSUG when ordering online or by phone 800-998-
9938.  http://www.oreilly.com/store/  Free ground shipping on orders of $29.95 or more.  For more details, go to:
http://www.oreilly.com/news/freeshipping_0703.html  Did you know you can request a free book or PDF to review for your 
group? Ask your Review Editor for more information.

Here are the freeware programs that were discussed at the meeting. Please take a look at their websites. The programs 
are free and are very good programs. Get Advanced WindowsCare Personal and IObit SmartDefrag for FREE.Get a 
special edition of Advanced WindowsCare PRO with a 60-day license for FREE. http://www.iobit.com Get Wise Registry 
Cleaner 2.8 for FREE www.wisecleaner.com.

Peachpit
We provide your group members with a 30% discount off the list price of any of our books. At checkout, right before they 
put their credit card number in, they must enter the user group coupon code UE-23AA-PEUF (case-sensitive). This cou-
pon code is an exclusive offer that may not be used in conjunction with any other coupon codes. www.peachpit.com

Tiger Direct, through its parent company Global Computer, is offering all APCUG member user groups discount pricing 
on all products they carry (and that is a lot). This program will provide similar discounts that vendors normally provide their 
corporate accounts. All products include everything on their web site, in their catalogs, and special orders. Most items 
will have a varied % off but all items will be lower than advertised. In other words software, hardware, peripherals, print-
ers, servers, all may have a slightly different discount rate as do brands such as HP, EPSON, LENOVO, IBM, etc. This 
discount includes all major brands, including their own Global and Tiger Direct Systemax custom computers as well as 
printer ink and toners, peripherals of all kinds, and media. To get the UG discount, your members should call Clay Ben-
nett, Senior Manager, Global Computer, and identify themselves as belonging to your user group which is a member of 
APCUG. Please have the item number and description to give Clay, as well as quantity and a credit card for payment.

Clay may be reached at 866 310 1947. 
The web site is:  http://www.globalcomputer.com
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VideoStudio 11 Plus by Ulead gives you all the tools you need 
to produce great-looking home movies.  Follow an easy, step-by-
step workflow that lets you spend your time being creative rather 

than learning technical editing. Movie Wizard is ideal for users new to video editing. Select from attractive themes and 
let auto-editing create a professional opening sequence for you. Instantly produce entertaining photo slideshows with 
Smart Pan & Zoom. You’ll have a complete movie in only three steps. For more information on this product plus system 
Requirements go to www.ulead.com. MSRP $129.99.

InterVideo DVD Copy 5 Platinum is fast DVD copying and file conversion software. In just three steps, you can copy 
videos to most DVD formats, or convert them for smooth, flawless viewing on your PSP™ or iPod®. With broad format 
support and unique CopyLater™ technology, DVD Copy saves you time and ensures high-quality output like no other 
copying software. Copy in 3 Simple Steps, 1. Select the source, 2. Select the target, 3. Select the format and copy! It’s 
that easy. For more information and system requirements go to www.corel.com MSRP $49.99.

Diskeeper 2007 Home is unlike any other product on the market today. Now, more than ever, it is important to have a 
system that is reliable and performs at the peak of its ability. With Diskeeper 2007 Home installed, your computer will 
run faster - period. Everything you do - from running programs to surfing the Internet and downloading - will occur with a 
noticeable increase in speed and efficiency. Long waits, sluggishness, freeze-ups and crashes will be a thing of the past. 
For more information and system requirements go to www.diskeeper.com MSRP $29.95

Mobil Media Converter Software by Pinnacle : For some compelling reason you really want to move the timeshifted TV 
show or latest video content from your PC to your mobile device -- iPod...Smartphone...PSP...Zune...you name it. With 
Pinnacle’s Mobile Media Converter software it doesn’t have to be a pain...doesn’t have to be expensive. South of $30, 
the software lets you take content -- even if you’re running Vista. For more information on this product go to www.pin-
naclesys.com MSRP $29.99

Review Products

BBCC Review Program

	      One of the great benefits of Big Bear Computer Club is FREE software, hardware (that’s right, even free hard-
ware!), and books for BBCC members. In return, all the member has to do is write a Product Review for Bearly Bytes. That’s 
it, and the review product is theirs! How are members going to know if a product is any good unless another member tells 
them? Our members are all notified of free product reviews through e-mail press releases and our monthly newsletter. Also, 
at every monthly meeting 2 products up for review are presented and explained to all club members.

 	 Upon accepting a product for review, the review editor sends the member 2 documents on “How to write a Review.” 
One is a question/answer form and the other is a guideline outlining exactly what information you need to include in writing 
the review. You have 60 days to complete the review and return it to the review editor. That’s it. The review is then published 
in our monthly newsletter Bearly Bytes for other members to read. The review is also sent to the vendor who markets the 
product. The program is then yours. The review editor is available at all times if any member has any questions or problems 
with the review. Our review program is a wonderful way to receive free products and to keep other members educated.
                                                                                                                



	 A few years ago, you had probably not heard the term “router”, unless you used one in your wood-working class in 
high school. Today, you hear much more about the word “router” when it is used in conjunction with computers and the 
Internet. In the computer world, a router is an important piece of equipment and one that is making its way into everyday 
terminology. So I would like to tell you a little about what a router is and what it can do for you. A router is a hardware 
device that connects networks of two or more computers and forwards data across a network of computers.  Devices 
like network printers can also be hooked up to a router. Routers that you might see in home and small business use are 
generally small rectangular or square devices about 6” to 8” in size. This type of router will have ports on the back where 
you can hook in computers, broadband modems, and other devices. A router has lights that indicate its status and the 
status of the connected devices. Wireless modems often have small antennas. Routers can usually sit on a desktop or 
the floor, but they can also be hung on a wall.

	 You can think of a router as a kind of traffic cop that stands on the corner and routes the traffic to their final destina-
tion. Just as a traffic cop knows which direction a car is coming from and which way it wants to go, a router knows what 
data comes from each of the computers, what data each computer has requested, and what data to return to each com-
puter. Routers are the workhorses of the Internet. They make sure that your email gets to your intended recipient rather 
than one of the millions of other computers. Within a smaller network routers make sure that the data or the webpage that 
you request is returned to your computer and not the computer of your co-worker or other family member.

	 While routers have been used for years in the Internet and by businesses, the proliferation of home networks has 
brought the router into the home and into the realm of the average computer user. In a home, a router typically is used 
to share an Internet connection. It connects a home network of two or more computers with the network of your Internet 
Service Provider (ISP), giving each of your computers Internet connectivity. Your ISP issues you one address on the 
Internet, called an IP or Internet Protocol address. If you have multiple machines at home, a router lets you share that 
single IP address.

	 The router watches the traffic going out and waits for the response to the outgoing traffic. It then routes the incom-
ing traffic to the proper computer within your home network. Since the router is watching all the traffic, it knows what 
information you have requested and only allows incoming traffic that is expected. So if your computer has requested a 
Web page, it will allow that Web page to come into your computer. Other traffic that has not been requested is tossed 
aside and not allowed to come in. 

	 This ignoring of unexpected incoming traffic has an interesting side effect. It actually protects your computer from 
many malicious attacks from the outside. So the router, since it protects all the computers on your network, is considered 
a hardware firewall. In fact, a router plus the firewall that is built-into Windows will, in my opinion, give the average user all 
the protection that they need. That is, provided that they follow safe computing procedures, like not opening unexpected 
email attachments and running a good antivirus program.

	 For heavy duty computer users who want to make sure that their computers are completely protected, third party 
software firewalls, like those offered by Symantec, McAfee, and Zone Alarm, do offer the added safeguard of watching 
the traffic flowing in and out of each software program on your computer. However, these firewalls can slow down your 
computer. They often ask the computer user to permit or deny permission for programs that request Internet access. If 
you are just an average Joe, it can often be very difficult to determine if you should grant or deny that permission since 
the names of the files are often nebulous. I can’t tell you how many times I have been called to repair someone’s Internet 
connectivity only to find out that they had inadvertently told the firewall to deny Internet access to a program that can’t 
function without it. 

	 So having a router not only lets you share an Internet connection, it also protects your computer without slowing 
it down. As a matter of fact, even if you only have one computer, you can still use a router between your broadband In-
ternet connection and your computer to help protect your perimeter. With the price of small routers falling to under $50, 
a router can be a wise investment for today’s computer user, even if they have to pay someone to come in and set it up 
for them. 

A ROUTER CAN HELP PROTECT YOUR COMPUTER
By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS

Obtained from APCUG with the author’s permission for publication by APCUG member groups.
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	 Five Exciting New Products:  WhiteCanyon Software recently provided us with five additional products that you 
can now purchase at our great user group discount prices (See prices below). These are all outstanding products that 
you will find of real value to your computer usage:
•	 IntelliMover ($33) – Utility to move your files from your old computer to a new computer quickly and easily. A great 
way to migrate to Windows Vista. 
•	 ExplorerView ($20) – Add-on to Windows Explorer to let you view and hear file content without having to launch 
special application programs for each file. 
•	 BurnMyFiles ($20) – Add-on to Windows Explorer to let you select files to burn to a CD or DVD and then burn them 
directly without a separate burning utility. 
•	 RecoverMyFiles ($47) – Utility to find and recover lost files on a damaged or deleted hard drive that Windows can 
no longer find. A lifesaver in an emergency. 
•	 RecoverMyPhotos ($27) – Utility to find and recover your lost photos from digital cameras, memory chips, or even 
your hard drive.
	 Read more about these exciting products and order them at www.usergroupstore.com. Use the order code of 
UGNL0707.
 
	 User Group Store Web Site Significantly Revised:  We have been working to significantly improve our web site to 
make it easier for you to use it. We have made products on our site easier to find and the information about those prod-
ucts more readily available to you. So, please take a minute to check out our revised web site at www.usergroupstore.
com or www.ugr.com. 
 
	 O’Reilly News for User Group Members 
July 20, 2007
New Releases: Books, Short Cuts, and Rough Cuts
Get 35% off from O’Reilly, No Starch, Paraglyph, PC Publishing, Pragmatic Bookshelf, Rocky Nook, SitePoint, or YoungJin 
books you purchase directly from O’Reilly.
Just use code “DSUG” when ordering online or by phone 800-998-9938. 
Free ground shipping on orders of $29.95 or more. See details.
Did you know you can request a free book or PDF to review for your group? Ask Karen Tangeman for more informa-
tion.
New Releases: Books, Short Cuts, and Rough Cuts:
•	 iPhone: The Missing Manual
•	 3ds Max 9.0 (Young Jin) 
•	 Ableton Live 6 Tips and Tricks (PC Publishing) 
•	 ActionScript 3.0 Design Patterns 
•	 Adding Ajax 
•	 Adobe Integrated Runtime (AIR) for JavaScript Developers Pocket Guide 
•	 An Introduction to Testing Web Applications with twill and Selenium 
•	 Beautiful Code 
•	 Dreamweaver CS3: The Missing Manual 
•	 Dynamic Learning: Photoshop CS3 
•	 Essential ActionScript 3.0 
•	 Excel Hacks, Second Edition 
•	 Fast Guide to Cubase 4 (PC Publishing) 
•	 Forbidden LEGO (No Starch) 
•	 Groovy Recipes (Pragmatic Bookshelf) 
•	 How to Build an SMS Service 
•	 Implementing BEA Portal 92 
•	 Intel Threading Building Blocks 
•	 Learning Flash Media Server 2 
•	 Learning Web Design, Third Edition 
•	 Low Budget Shooting (Hard Cover) (Rocky Nook) 
•	 Mastering Perl 

Announcements
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•	 Music Projects with Ableton Live (PC Publishing) 
•	 MySQL Pocket Reference, Second Edition 
•	 Network Warrior 
•	 Photoshop CS3 Photographer’s Handbook (Rocky Nook) 
•	 Photoshop Lightroom Adventure 
•	 PHP and Smarty on Large-Scale Web Development 
•	 Podcasting Tricks (Pragmatic Bookshelf) 
•	 Programming Erlang (Pragmatic Bookshelf) 
•	 Regular Expression Pocket Reference, Second Edition 
•	 Ruby Pocket Reference 
•	 Securing Ajax Applications 
•	 Simply JavaScript (SitePoint) 
•	 Unobtrusive Ajax 
•	 Windows Admin Programming with Visual C# 2005 Little Black Book (Paraglyph) 
•	 Windows Vista Accelerated (Young Jin) 
•	 Windows Vista Administration: The Definitive Guide 
•	 XML Publishing with InDesign CS2+ 

Dear User Group Member:

	 Welcome to the Pearson Education User Group Program! Please pass along to your colleagues/ UG members 
and share the news and promotions! 
The new program provides qualified user groups with product news, discounted prices on products, free review copies 
in exchange for reviews, marketing materials, and promotional giveaways. Housed on InformIT.com, the program rep-
resents Pearson Education imprints and well-known technology brands of Addison-Wesley Professional, Cisco Press, 
Exam Cram, IBM Press, Prentice Hall, Que Publishing, and Sams Publishing. 

News & Announcements
	 New site launch - check out www.informit.com  -  representing Addison-Wesley Professional, Cisco Press, Exam 
Cram, IBM Press, Prentice Hall, Que Publishing, and Sams Publishing and hear from Publisher Paul Boger directly. 
 
Tell us what you think - Review A Pearson Product
	 Read a Pearson product lately and have something to say about it? 
Besides posting the review on places like Amazon.com, BN.com and Bookpool.com, we’d love to hear your feedback in 
order to create the best possible products! Email the review to reviews@informit.com with the subject “Book Review” and 
the product name in the subject line.
 
Sign Up for This Quarterly Newsletter
	 Our new program will have a quarterly newsletter that leaders and members can subscribe to exclusively! 
Look for more information about the newsletter in the future!
 
	 This Month’s Exclusive UG Contest - visit www.informit.com/usergroup to enter to win during the rest of the month 
of August!
The Pearson Education User Group Program offers a monthly contest to all current user group members. Each month a 
different prize pack on a specific technology topic will be available! Simply complete the registration form below to enter; 
one entry per person please  (duplicates are discarded).  
 
	 Bookmark www.informit.com/usergroups and come back each month for your chance to win! 
 In August, two people will win a suite of new Security titles.
• Exploiting Online Games
• Fuzzing: Brute Force Vulnerability Discovery
• Secure Programming with Static Analysis
• Virtual Honeypots
Questions: 
Please direct inquiries to usergroups@informit.com and in the subject please include your group name - topic area - and 
type of inquiry. 
Example: Southern California Cisco Users Group - Networking - Question
 
Thank you for reading
- Pearson Education User Group Program Team
(Jamie Adams, Heather Fox, Andrea Bledsoe, and Lisa Jacobson-Brown)




