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Presidentôs Message ïRosemary Lloyd 

Award Winning Bearly Bytes Newsletter  
Next Meeting September 8 5:30 @ The Discovery Center 

Bearly Bytes 

              Big Bear Computer Club  Volume 9 

September 2009 

Big Bear, California 

Hello Fellow BBCC Folks 

 

Thanks to everyone who attended 

our August pizza and potluck 

party.  It was great fun.  Thanks 

for bringing the great food to 

accompany the pizza.  Hopefully 

you enjoyed it.  Lastly, thanks to Jack Williams of 

the Big Bear MAC User Group for showing the 

MAC operating system to us.  It was neat to share 

about the convergence of the systems in the tech 

world.  I thought it interesting that several people 

in attendance have been looking at possibly buying 

a MAC.  Perhaps we could arrange a joint meeting 

of our two user groups sometime. 

 

Looking ahead, Microsoft plans to release 

Windows 7 in mid-October.  Are you running the 

Windows 7 Release Candidate?  It expires on June 

1, 2010.  That means it will stop working entirely.   

 

Between March 1, 2010 and May 31, 2010, the 

system will temporarily shut down every two 

hours as a reminder that its time is running 

out.  This is just something to keep in 

mind.  Meanwhile, I guess that most people will 

óupgradeô to Windows 7 when they buy a new 

computer later this year or next. 

Enjoy! 
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      There are some simple habits you can adopt that, if performed consistently, may dramatically reduce the 

chances that the information on your computer will be lost or corrupted. 

 

 How can you minimize the access other people have to your information? 

 

    You may be able to easily identify people who could, legitimately or not, gain physical access to 

your computer?"family members, roommates, co-workers, members of a cleaning crew, and maybe others. 

Identifying the people who could gain remote access to your computer becomes much more difficult. As long 

as you have a computer and connect it to a network, you are vulnerable to someone or something else access-

ing or corrupting your information; however, you can develop habits that make it more difficult. 

     * Lock your computer when you are away from it. Even if you only step away from your computer for a 

few minutes, it's enough time for someone else to destroy or corrupt your information. Locking your computer 

prevents another person from being able to simply sit down at your computer and access all of your informa-

tion. 

     * Disconnect your computer from the Internet when you aren't using it. The development of technologies 

such as DSL and cable modems have made it possible for users to be online all the time, but this convenience 

comes with  risks. The likelihood that attackers or viruses scanning the network for available computers will 

target your computer becomes much higher if your computer is always connected. Depending on what method 

you use to connect to the Internet, disconnecting may mean disabling a wireless connection, turning off your 

computer or modem, or disconnecting cables. When you are connected, make sure that you have a firewall en-

abled (see Understanding Firewalls for more information). 

     * Evaluate your security settings. Most software, including browsers and email programs, offers a variety 

of features that you can tailor to meet your needs and requirements. Enabling certain features to in-

crease convenience or functionality may leave you more vulnerable to being attacked. It is important to exam-

ine the settings, particularly the security settings, and select options that meet your needs without putting you 

at increased risk. If you install a patch or a new version of the software, or if you 

hear of something that might affect your settings,  reevaluate  your  settings  to 

make sure they are still appropriate (see Understanding Patches, Safeguarding 

Your Data, and Evaluating Your Web Browser's Security Settings for more infor-

mation). 

 

What other steps can you take? 

 

   Sometimes the threats to your information aren't from other people but from natural or technological causes. 

Although there is no way to control or prevent these problems, you can prepare for them and try to minimize 

the damage. 

     * Protect your computer against power surges and brief outages. Aside from providing outlets to plug in 

your computer and all of its peripherals, some power strips protect your computer against power surges. Many 

power strips now advertise compensation if they do not effectively protect your  computer. Power strips alone 

will not protect you from power outages, but there are products that do offer an uninterruptible power supply 

when there are power surges or outages. During a lightning storm or construction work that increases the odds 

of power surges, consider shutting your computer down and unplugging it from all power sources. 

     * Back up all of your data. Whether or not you take steps to protect yourself, there will always be a possi-

bility that something will happen to destroy your data. You have probably already experienced this 

at least once?" losing one or more files due to an accident, a virus or worm, a natural event, or a problem with 

your equipment. Regularly backing up your data on a CD or network reduces the stress and other negative 

Good Security Habits 

Continued on Page  3 

Sometimes the threats to your 

information aren't from other 

people but from natural or 

technological causes.  
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consequences that result from losing important information (see Real-World Warnings Keep You Safe Online 

for more information). Determining how often to back up your data is a personal decision. If you are con-

stantly adding or changing data, you may find weekly backups to be the best alternative; if your content rarely 

changes, you may decide that your backups do not need to be as frequent. You don't need to back up software 

that you own on CD-ROM or DVD-Rom?"you can reinstall the software from the original media if necessary. 

     _________________________________________________________________ 

 

     Both the National Cyber Security Alliance and US-CERT have 

     identified this topic as one of the top tips for home users. 

     _________________________________________________________________ 

 

     Authors: Mindi McDowell, Allen Householder 

Continued from Page  2 

Pat Hughes ̍  Trend Micro Security Pro 

Ron Fross ̍  Cloud Computing Book 

Mary Rowland ˈ Ubuntu Desktop Linux 

Nancy Bryant ̍   Zoom Text 9.1 

Sharon Teeter ̍  Corel Ulead DVD Movie Factory 

Rick Edwards ̍  Microsoft Office T-Shirt 

Odie Odekirk ˈ Viper Anti Spyware 

Odie Odekirk ˈ 50/50 winner $21.50 

Six Pizza winners but we didnôt take all the names 

Congratulations 

August Door Prize Winners 

547 Main Street, P.O. Box 1746, Big Bear 

Lake, CA 92315   

Call for Reservations:    

888 9 - BigBear   or   909 866 - 2720   

The Computer Club is having a hands-on digital cam-

era and computer workshop on September 23, 2009.  

The location is the Big Bear Valley Senior Center, 

42651 Big Bear Blvd.  The time is 10:00 AM ï 2:30 

PM with a short lunch break.  Please bring your lunch. 

The workshop will consist of a generic and brief over-

view presentation on shooting photos with a digital 

camera, connecting the camera to your computer, 

downloading picture files to the PC, minor photo edit-

ing and emailing photos.  Most of the workshop time 

will be spent in small group ótrainingô similar to what 

we sometimes do at regular club meetings.  Students 

will be able to form groups based on what they want 

to learn about using their digital camera and computer 

(related to photos). 

The class is nearly full.  If you are interested in attend-

ing or volunteering to be a group mentor, please con-

tact Rosemary Lloyd.  Email is Rose-

mary@BigBearCC.org.  Phone is 909.584.9358. 

Digital Camera and Computer Workshop 

http://www.castlewoodcottages.com/
mailto:Rosemary@BigBearCC.org
mailto:Rosemary@BigBearCC.org
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By Sharon Walbran, Editor, TCPC Digital Viking, Twin Cities PC User Group, Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minne-

sotaé.. www.tcpc.com éé..SQWalbran(at)yahoo.com 

 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

  

A Worthy Alternative to Adobe Reader 

When one of my clients was concerned about hacker threats to Adobe Reader last winter I went in search of 

alternative software. I found the free version of Foxit Reader at http://www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/reader/ 

 

Itôs well worth a look! Here are just some of the advantages: 

 

Small Size. The file is about one-sixth the size of the latest free version of Adobe Reader and takes seconds to 

download and install. The small footprint is great for older computers or those short on hard drive space. There 

is also a U3 version for flash drives. 

 

Speed. It starts up fast and runs fast. No delays while splash screens load. Printing is also speedy. 

 

ñNo surprises.ò Foxit Reader will remind you of Adobe Readerðsame interface, menus and toolbars so the 

transition is painless. 

 

Open multiple files in tabbed format. If you like the ability to open several web pages on tabs in Mozilla Fire-

fox youôll like the tabbed format of Foxit Reader as well. View several PDF files at a time and switch between 

them easily by clicking the tabs. 

 

Mark up and leave comments on PDF documents. You can insert text boxes with comments right in line with 

text in the PDF document or draw arrows and graphics or highlight text. This is very helpful, especially when 

you are collaborating on a document with others. 

 

Take it for a test run. You will not be disappointed. 

 

From APCUG Summer Push 2009 

Foxit Reader: A Short Review  

http://www.tcpc.com/
http://www.foxitsoftware.com/pdf/reader/


 5 

 Big Bear Computer Club Bearly Bytes Newsletter                                                                            

       8   General  Meeting        

      23ðPhotography Workshop 

     29   Board Meeting 
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

O c to b e r  2 0 0 9  

     13  General  Meeting 

     27   Board Meeting 

The Normal template is the default template that is 

used when you start Microsoft Word or click the New 

Blank Document button.  

Some Word commands include an option to modify 

the Normal template (see How do I change the de-

fault margins? and How do I change the default docu-

ment font?).  

If you modify the Normal template, all new docu-

ments you create will include those modifications.  

The Normal template file (Normal.dot) is stored in 

the Template folder (contained in the folder where 

you have installed Microsoft Office). If you delete the 

Normal template file, Word will create a new Normal 

template file with the standard document settings the 

next time it starts.  

What is the Normal Template? 

http://www.suesavonl.com/
http://www.willamette.edu/wits/resources/docs/software/msoffice/answers.htm#DefaultMargin#DefaultMargin
http://www.willamette.edu/wits/resources/docs/software/msoffice/answers.htm#DefaultMargin#DefaultMargin
http://www.willamette.edu/wits/resources/docs/software/msoffice/answers.htm#DefaultFont#DefaultFont
http://www.willamette.edu/wits/resources/docs/software/msoffice/answers.htm#DefaultFont#DefaultFont
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President......................................Rosemary Lloyd 

584-9358                    rosemary@sugarloafpc.com 

Vice Presidentééééééééé.Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                                 ycleary@charter.net 

Treasurer.......................................Barbara Moore 

585-7981                              barbstuff@verizon.net 

Secretaryéééééééé..éé..Mary Rowland 

866-2878                                talene121@aol.com 

Reviews Editoréééééé..éééRon Fross 

(951) 769-1225                       rgfross@verizon.net 

Refreshmentsééééééééé...Gayle Richi 

866-0814 

 

Publicity .......................................... Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                                ycleary@charter.net 

Equipment Director ..........................Don Odekirk 

585-6728                          djodekirk@hotmail.com 

Technical Director................................ Jim Lloyd 

584-9358                     inquiries@sugarloafpc.com 

Director at Largeééé.ééé..Rick Edwards 

547-0109                                     rick235@charter.net 

 

Webmaster........................................Bill Flanagan 

866-9379                              wiledwill@yahoo.com 

 

Newsletter Editor............................Norene Lieser 

626-378-8178                 twobelievers@gmail.com 

Membership Directorééééé....Tina Nazarian 

633-4516                          Tina_Nazrian@hotmail.com 

Parliamentarian............................David Philipson 

585-9389            philipson@philipsonerdmier.com 

Historian ..............................................Nancy Hinz 

585-8095                                   ncyhz@gmail.com 

Sunshine Coordinator......................Grace Fross 

(951) 769-1225                       gcfross@verizon.net 

Officers and Key Leaders 

The following members have generously offered to 

help you with your PC problems by Phone or by 

e mail: 

 

Windows Beginners  

Carole Allen 

866 7677 allenbnc@yahoo.com 

 

Windows XP, Vista  

Rosemary Lloyd 

584 9358 Rosemary@SugarloafPC.com 

 

MS Outlook  

Rosemary Lloyd 

584 9358 Rosemary@SugarloafPC.com 

 

MS Excel  

Yomar Cleary 

878 5622 ycleary@charter.net 

 

MSPublisher  

Yomar Cleary 

878 5622 ycleary@charter.net 

 

Digital Photos  

Barbara Moore 

585 7981 barbstuff@verizon.net 

 

CD Burning  

Rosemary Lloyd 

584 9358 Rosemary@SugarloafPC.com 

 

Adobe Photoshop, Photoshop Lightroom  

Rick Edwards 

547-0109 rick235@charter.net 

Bearly Bytes Help Line 

mailto:allenbnc@yahoo.com
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Throughout the year, the club participates in a 

small number of community events.  This is a way 

to become known in the area and increase mem-

bership as well as help people.  On August 29, 

2009, for example, the BBCC will have a booth at 

the Big Bear Air Fair.  Another event might be the 

National Night Out.  Usually the Board looks at 

possible participation on a case by case basis.  As 

you can see, the club joins in such community 

events only a very few times per year. 

We would like to have someone who would be the 

go to person for organizing the clubs participation 

in these events.  That includes recruiting volun-

teers to participate and work each event.  The 

Event Coordinator would be invited to attend the 

Board meetings. 

Please contact Rosemary Lloyd if you are inter-

ested in the position or if you have any questions. 

Thanks. 

  

Rosemary Lloyd 

Rosemary@BigBearCC.org 

909.584.9358 

Event Coordinator Volunteer Request 

Beginning Bank $ 3,333.40 

Cash Received   

Other income $    127.00 

  

Total Income  $3,460.40 

Cash Disbursed 

  

Promotion $267.45 

 

Total Disbursements 267.45 

 

Ending balance in Bank $3,192.95  

 

 

August Cash Flow 

www. techbargains .com  

web site devoted to helping users find the best 

technology products and the lowest price  

 

mailto:Rosemary@BigBearCC.org
http://www.techbargains.com
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This article has been obtained from APCUG with the authorôs permission for publication by APCUG member 

groups; all other uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

OpenOffice.org  is Free and Open Source Softwareôs (FOSS) premier alternative to the Microsoft Office pro-

ductivity suite. It offers a high level of compatibility with many of the ever-changing MS Office formats, pro-

vides many of the same features as MS Office, and works similarly to MS Office. This month, we will explore 

the recently released OpenOffice.org 3.0, which is available for Microsoft Windows, Linux, Appleôs Macin-

tosh, Sunôs Solaris, and several other operating systems. Many, if not most, users of MS Office who require 

the broad, deep range of features of MS Office could change to Open Office and become productive after a 

very shallow learning curve. 

If your requirements are more for just compatibility with Microsoftôs Word document formats in a word proc-

essor, you can consider more streamlined FOSS alternatives such as AbiWord. 

Open Office is a full-featured office productivity suite comprised of six integrated applications: the Writer 

word processor (which also has a Web page editing mode), Calc spreadsheet, Draw graphics program, Impress 

presentations program, Base database program, and Math equation editor.  

Open Office 3.0 is an evolutionary improvement on the application suite, with new features, enhancements, 

and user interface improvements. Users of Apple Macintosh OS X systems benefit greatly from Open Office 

3.0, which will now run as a native OS X application. 

OS X users will also have support for Microsoftôs VBA macro language and the Calc Solver component, 

which allows solving optimization problems where the optimum value of a particular spreadsheet cell has to be 

calculated based on constraints provided in other cells. Both of these features are missing in MS Office 2008 

for Mac OS X. 

 

All users of Open Office 3.0 benefit from its improvements, including the two above. Another area of signifi-

cant improvement is one where Open Office is breaking out of Microsoft 

mimicry mode: support for open document standards. Open Office 3.0 supports the latest OpenDocument For-

mat (PDF) specification. In fact, ODF is the Open Office default document 

format. ODF is gaining wider acceptance worldwide, being adopted by more companies and governments as 

the standard for documents, and becoming supported by an increasing number of applications. Open Office 

will also read and write many other formats, including those of various versions of MS Office and Word, plain 

text, and several PDA document formats. 

Open Office 3.0 

An Evolutionary Improvement 

Written by Bill Wayson, 

           LINUX SIG Leader, Channel Islands PCUG, California 

www.cipcug.org 

bwayson@gmail.com 

Continued on Page  9 
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Additionally, it will read the newest formats introduced in MS Office 2007. Exchanging documents with users 

of Microsoftôs products should not be an issue. The Writer screen now sports a handy zoom slider control, 

making it quick and easy to change the zoom level of the view. Additionally, it will automatically display mul-

tiple pages of the document as the zoom level is lowered. Writer now displays notes ð notations added to a 

document that are not necessarily meant to be printed ð at the edge of the editing window to the side of the 

document, making it easier to read them and see their context in the document. In addition, notes from differ-

ent users are displayed in different colors, together with the editing date and time, facilitating collaborative 

work on a document. 

Calc sees some useful improvements. One is in the charts feature. Now, custom error bars can be included, and 

regression equations and correlation coefficients can be displayed right in the chart. Another is a new feature, 

spreadsheet collaboration through workbook sharing. This feature allows multiple users to work collabora-

tively on a spreadsheet while avoiding editing conflicts. The users share a spreadsheet, each adding their data. 

The spreadsheet owner can then easily integrate the new data with a few clicks. And Calc now supports 1,024 

columns per worksheet. 

Draw now lets you crop images the same way that most other graphics programs do, by dragging handles lo-

cated at the edges and corners of an image. This same improvement appears in Impress, too. Additionally, Im-

press now natively supports inserting tables into presentations. Tables can be added directly into the presenta-

tion and edited within Impress as native Impress objects.  

Improvements affecting the entire suite include a new set of icons, expanded feature support when exporting to 

XML, and a new gateway to the suite called the Start Center, which makes it more intuitive to get to where 

you want to go in the suite. 

There is nothing revolutionary in Open Office 3.0. What is new are several improvements and enhancements 

that will keep the suite in contention with its competitors. And we have not touched at all on the features Open 

Office already had before 3.0. If you need a  productivity suite with both a broad and deep set of features and, 

particularly, if you are not married to Microsoft Office, you should give it a look. It costs you nothing to try, 

you may just like it, so it just may save you hundreds of dollars. 

  From APCUG Summer Push 2009 

Continued from Page  8 

 

 

 

Performance Management Software  

866 - 566 -7778  

 

http://www.halogensoftware.com/
http://www.premiummemory.com/
http://www.cheapstingybargainsl.com/
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For those of you who like Pizza, our 

August General Meeting was the 

place to be.  We had four different 

kinds of Pizza, all you could eat, 

and the rest of the Pizza offered as 

door prizes.  The meeting was 

opened by our President, Rosemary 

Lloyd.  Our guests were introduced, 

and it is always such a pleasure to have new people at 

our meetings.  

 

Our guest speaker for this meeting was Jack Wil-

liams, of the Big Bear MAC User Group.  He gave a 

very interesting presentation, in which one of the hi-

lights was Appleôs back-up memory.  It is possible, 

with this sophisticated memory, to go back to any 

point in time, after the MAC was purchased, to re-

claim any and all, pictures, articles, just about any 

activity, which was put on the computer.  I think the 

way this could be retrieved was interesting, but 

whether this much attention, given to back-up mem-

ory, was useful to be brought up in such detail, would 

certainly be a matter of preference.  Many other fea-

tures were brought up, along with the new 

MAC operating system that will be released within 

the next few months.  One interesting feature was that 

Windows can be run on a MAC.  Even though I 

found the presentation interesting, I would have wel-

comed more knowledge on how 

the MAC works.  Some information was given on the 

different features and how they could be used, but the 

basic information on how to use the MAC was not 

included. The comments offered by some of our 

membership was that the MAC computers are very 

expensive and so many of the new programs coming 

out might not be suitable for use on the MAC. 

  

We continued with our sign-ups for both the Big Bear 

Air  Fair and the Photo Workshop.  These activities 

both need the support of our membership, so even if 

you havenôt signed up, please come and be a part 

what is going on to offer ideas or just to pitch in and 

help. 

  

Our door prizes and 50-50 were then drawn and the 

meeting was adjourned. 

General Meeting Notesï Mary Rowland 

39921 Big Bear Blvd. P.O. Box 1955, Big Bear 
Lake, CA 92315  

888 9 - BigBear       909 866 - 4141   

http://www.timberlinelodge.com/
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Ask Mr. Modem! ï July 2009 

www.MrModem.com 

 Q. I received two .PUB files, which I assume are Microsoft Publisher files. I 

don't have Publisher, and I donôt want to buy it, so is there some way I can convert 

the files into Adobe .PDF format, which I can then open? 

A. Yes, .PUB files are Microsoft Publisher files, and the good news is that you can 

easily convert them to the .PDF format by using PDF Online (http://tinyurl.com/ 

pj22k8). When you go to the site, select the .PUB file that you want to convert, enter 

your email address, and click Convert to PDF. The converted file will be emailed to 

you within minutes. 

AZTECA GRILL  
Open Daily 

11:00 am - 9:00 pm 

DINE IN  

TAKE  OUT 

CATERING  
40199 Big Bear Blvd. 

Big Bear Lake 

California 

909 866-2350 

 

The Abacus Group 

For All Your Computer Needs 

Jim Applebury 

909 584-1733 

http://www.paperclip.com/

